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Strategic Spelling
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Spelling Is Problem-Solving

Learning intention: choose a spelling strategy using evidence.
Success criteria:
• break words into meaningful parts
• link spelling to meaning and word history
• explain and verify a choice
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Four Useful Lenses

• SOUND — syllables, phonemes and stress
• STRUCTURE — prefixes, bases, roots and suffixes
• MEANING — what each part contributes
• HISTORY — a word’s Greek, Latin or other origin
Strong spellers combine lenses instead of relying on one clue.

PREVIEW



Meet the Morphemes

• A base word can stand alone: help, care, use.
• A bound root carries meaning but may not stand alone: struct, aud.
• A prefix comes before a base or root and changes meaning.
• A suffix comes after and can change meaning or grammatical form.
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Worked Model: Miscommunication

mis + communicate + ion = miscommunication
• mis- means wrongly
• communicate carries the core meaning
• -ion forms a noun meaning an act or result
The parts explain both the spelling and the meaning.
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Base Words and Bound Roots

A complete base can stand alone: help → helpful → unhelpful.
A bound root needs other parts: struct means build in construct and structure.
The root port means carry in transport and portable.
Ask: Which letters carry the core meaning across the word family?
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Word Origins Are Clues

Greek and Latin roots often keep a stable spelling across related words.
• aud = hear: audience, audible
• chron = time: chronology, chronological
• graph = write: autograph, graphic
• bio = life: biology, biography
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A Word Family Preserves Meaning

sign → signal → signature → design
The pronunciation shifts, but the shared spelling signals a meaning link.
When sound is unreliable, compare related words and look for the stable base or root.
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Prefixes Change Meaning

A prefix usually changes meaning while the base spelling stays visible.
• re + use = reuse — use again
• mis + inform = misinform — inform wrongly
• non + essential = nonessential — not essential
Preserve the base unless a known spelling rule requires a change.
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Prefix Reference

un- not | re- again | pre- before | mis- wrongly
dis- opposite/not | non- not | sub- under
inter- between | trans- across | anti- against
bi- two | tri- three | super- above or beyond
Say the meaning before you build the new word.
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Guided Prefix Challenge

preview = pre + view — view beforehand
mistrust = mis + trust — trust wrongly or not fully
international = inter + nation + al — involving nations
submarine = sub + marine — a vessel that travels under water
Which part gives the meaning clue in each word?
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Suffixes Change Form

A suffix can change meaning, word class or both.
kind (adjective) → kindness (noun)
quick (adjective) → quickly (adverb)
Some suffixes also trigger a spelling change, so check the base and the pattern.
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Grammar Shifts

protect → protection: verb to noun
kind → kindness: adjective to noun
quick → quickly: adjective to adverb
care → careless: noun/verb to adjective
Name the new word class as well as the new spelling.
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Suffix Reference

-ful full of | -less without | -ness state or quality
-ment action or result | -tion/-sion action or process
-able/-ible can be | -ous full of or having
-ive having the nature of | -ly in a manner
-er/-or a person who
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Guided Suffix Challenge

Sort each derived word by class:
action • kindness • hopeful • careless
quickly • development • creative • musician
Then underline the suffix and explain the change it made.
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The /shun/ Sound

The /shun/ sound has several common spellings.
• -tion: invention, education, action
• -sion/-ssion: revision, expansion, permission
• -cian: musician, magician
These are useful tendencies, not a rule for every word.
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/shun/ Guided Practice

invent → invention
revise → revision
permit → permission
music → musician
Compare the base, the final letters and the grammatical change.
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-able or -ible?

-able is more common and often joins a complete base word: washable, enjoyable.
-ible belongs to a smaller learned group: visible, flexible, possible.
Use word structure first, then verify uncertain words in a dictionary.
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-able/-ible Guided Practice

-ABLE: enjoyable • washable • noticeable
-IBLE: reversible • visible • flexible • possible • accessible
Circle the complete base words. Which items need dictionary memory?
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Suffix Meaning and Form

hope — base noun or verb
hopeful — adjective: full of hope
hopeless — adjective: without hope
hopefully — adverb: in a hopeful manner
Track meaning and grammatical role across the family.
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Less Common Plurals

analysis → analyses | criterion → criteria
phenomenon → phenomena | medium → media
cactus → cacti or cactuses
index → indices or indexes | appendix → appendices or appendixes
Word history can explain a pattern; modern variants may also be accepted.
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Be a Strategy Editor

Find the misspelt word, correct it, then justify the clue you used.
Possible clues: meaning • word parts • origin • pattern • dictionary
A strong explanation names the helpful part or pattern — not just ‘it looks right’.
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Strategic Spelling Routine

1 SAY IT AND LISTEN
2 BREAK IT INTO MEANINGFUL PARTS
3 LINK MEANING AND WORD HISTORY
4 CHECK THE PATTERN
5 VERIFY AND RECORD
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Well Done!
Use the pieces. Explain the pattern. Check your choice.
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Strategic Spelling Quiz
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Question 1 — Multiple Choice

Which is the base word in reusable?
A  use
B  reuse
C  able
D  usable
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Answer 1

A — use
re- is the prefix and -able is the suffix.
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Question 2 — True or False

A prefix is added after a base word.
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Answer 2

False.
A prefix is added before a base word.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Add a prefix meaning wrongly to inform.
Then explain the meaning of the new word.
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Answer 3

misinform
To give wrong or misleading information.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which suffix changes kind from an adjective to a noun?
A  -ly
B  -ness
C  -ful
D  -er
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Answer 4

B — kindness
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Question 5 — True or False

Every word ending in the sound /shun/ is spelt with -tion.
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Answer 5

False.
Common spellings include -tion, -sion/-ssion and -cian.
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Question 6 — Short Answer

Change permit to the noun meaning the act of allowing.
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Answer 6

permission
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Question 7 — Multiple Choice

Which is the plural of analysis?
A  analysises
B  analysi
C  analyses
D  analysis
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Answer 7

C — analyses
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Question 8 — Short Answer

Split international into meaningful parts.
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Answer 8

inter + nation + al
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Question 9 — True or False

Knowing a word’s origin can help explain an unusual spelling or plural.
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Answer 9

True.
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Question 10 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence is correct?
A  The plan is reversable.
B  The plan is reversible.
C  The plan is reversibel.
D  The plan is reverseible.
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Answer 10

B — The plan is reversible.
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Well Done!
Strategic speller!
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