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Prediction = Clues + What You Know

A prediction is a logical idea about what may happen next.

Strong readers combine:

• clues from the text

• what they already know

• clear reasoning

A prediction is not a random guess.
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Why Predict?

Predicting helps readers:

• stay active and curious

• connect new ideas to prior knowledge

• notice important clues

• check whether the text makes sense

• adjust their thinking as they read
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Before Reading

Preview the text before you begin.

Look at:

• the title and cover

• pictures and captions

• headings and first lines

• what you already know

Ask: What might this text be about?
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During Reading

Notice new clues as the text unfolds.

Ask:

• What has the character said or done?

• What does the setting suggest?

• Has the author left a hint?

• Does the new evidence support my prediction?
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After Reading

Check your prediction against what happened.

Decide:

• Was it supported?

• Which clue was strongest?

• What did I miss?

• How should I revise my thinking?

A changed prediction can show strong comprehension.
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The “Because” Rule

Always explain your thinking with because.

Sentence frame:

I predict ___ because ___.

Example:

I predict the class will move indoors because dark clouds are gathering and 

the wind is rising.
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Character Clues

Predict from a character’s:

• actions

• feelings

• goals

• choices

• reactions

Example:

Arjun stays after school to practise.

Prediction: He will try out again because he wants to improve.
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Setting and Situation Clues

Where and when something happens can signal what may come next.

Look for:

• weather and time

• unusual sounds

• changed objects

• open, locked or empty spaces

• danger or opportunity

Use the exact detail that shaped your prediction.
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Author Hints and Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing is a small hint about what may happen later.

A clue may be:

• an unexplained sound

• a warning

• an object that seems important

• a repeated detail

• a character’s uneasy feeling

Treat the hint as evidence, not certainty.
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Text Evidence Makes It Convincing

Evidence is the exact word, phrase or detail that supports your thinking.

Weak: I think a storm is coming.

Stronger: I predict a storm is coming because “the trees bent in the wind” 

and “the sky turned a deep grey.”
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Revise When the Evidence Changes

Good readers do not cling to an old idea.

1. State your first prediction.

2. Notice the new clue.

3. Decide what now makes sense.

4. Explain why you changed or kept your prediction.

Revision is evidence of learning.
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Worked Example — First Clue

Priya opens the music-room cupboard. Her violin case is gone, and 

rehearsal begins in ten minutes.

Initial prediction:

Someone may have moved or taken the violin.

Evidence:

“Her violin case is gone.”

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



Worked Example — New Clue

A note says: “Repairs finished — collect from the office.”

Revised prediction:

Priya will collect the repaired violin from the office.

Why revise?

The new clue explains both where the violin is and why it was moved.
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Predicting in Non-fiction

In information texts, use structure as a clue.

Look at:

• headings and subheadings

• topic sentences

• diagrams and captions

• sequence words

• cause-and-effect language

Your prediction should match the topic and text structure.
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Partner Practice

Read:

The school garden lights suddenly switched on at dusk. No one stood near 

the control box. A small timer clicked beside the science club’s seedlings.

Discuss:

• What do you predict?

• Which clue supports it?

• Would the final clue change your first idea?
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Independent Prediction Checklist

Before you finish, check:

☐ My prediction is logical.

☐ I copied exact evidence.

☐ I explained my reasoning with because.

☐ I checked the outcome.

☐ I revised when a new clue changed what made sense.
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Think One Step Ahead

Strong readers:

1. notice clues

2. connect what they know

3. predict and prove

4. check the result

5. revise when needed

The goal is not to be perfect. The goal is to think carefully with evidence.
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Well Done!

https://sukindi.com.au/
Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



Predicting
Quiz
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Question 1

What does predicting mean?

A. Retelling the whole text

B. Making a logical idea about what may happen next

C. Copying one sentence

D. Summarising the ending
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Answer 1

B. Making a logical idea about what may happen next

A strong prediction uses clues, prior knowledge and reasoning.
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Question 2

True or false?

Readers should only make predictions before they start reading.
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Answer 2

False

Readers predict before, during and after reading. They check and revise 

as new clues appear.
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Question 3

Which word helps you explain your prediction clearly?

Write the word.
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Answer 3

because

Sentence frame:

I predict ___ because ___.
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Question 4

Which detail is the strongest character clue?

A. The page number is 12.

B. Arjun stays after school to practise basketball.

C. The ball is orange.

D. The gate is metal.
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Answer 4

B. Arjun stays after school to practise basketball.

His action suggests a goal: he wants to improve.
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Question 5

True or false?

A reader should revise a prediction when new evidence changes what 

makes sense.
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Answer 5

True

Revising shows that the reader is responding to evidence.
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Question 6

Read:

“The trees bent in the wind. Dark clouds covered the oval.”

What do you predict? Explain with because.
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Answer 6

Sample answer:

I predict a storm will arrive because the strong wind and dark clouds are 

weather clues.
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Question 7

Which detail from a non-fiction text best helps you predict the next 

section?

A. A heading: “How Tadpoles Change”

B. The page is white.

C. The author’s first name

D. The font size
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Answer 7

A. A heading: “How Tadpoles Change”

A heading signals the topic of the information that follows.
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Question 8

True or false?

A strong prediction can ignore the text evidence if it sounds interesting.
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Answer 8

False

A strong prediction must be logical and supported by clues.
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Question 9

Liam’s backpack is open, his lunchbox is missing and the cafeteria bell 

rings.

Name one clue and make a prediction.
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Answer 9

Sample answer:

Clue: “his lunchbox is missing”

Prediction: Liam may need to borrow lunch because the cafeteria bell has 

rung and he has no lunchbox.
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Question 10

Which sequence shows strong prediction thinking?

A. Guess → ignore clues → finish

B. Copy → retell → stop

C. Notice clues → predict → check → revise

D. Predict → never change
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Answer 10

C. Notice clues → predict → check → revise

This sequence keeps thinking connected to evidence.
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Well Done!
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