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Teach, Read and Check
Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people

1

Start from taught code
Use these books after all earlier steps through Year 2 Set 03. Teach the new ai and ee spelling
groups in small collections. Blend for reading and segment for spelling; a picture checks meaning
after decoding.

Explain and model
Several spellings can show the same sound. In eight, eigh spells /ai/: blend /ai/ /t/. In people, eo
spells /ee/ and final le has two sounds, a weak vowel plus /l/: five sounds in two syllables. Say
straight as /s/ /t/ /r/ /ai/ /t/.

Teach the supported words first
The Great Sleigh and A Shield in the Field use of: its f sounds like /v/. Leaf Veins uses of and water:
water has named a=/or/ and a weak ending. Weigh and Compare uses women and move. In
women, first o is /i/; second e is /i/ or a natural weak vowel. In move, m and ve are regular now;
named o is /oo/. Say, explain and practise these before their books.

Read, guide, then release
Model a short part. Read the next part together, then let students try. On an error, point to the
spelling, say its sound, blend the word and reread the sentence. Ask what changed the toy sleigh,
how a shield helps, how veins compare and what a balance can show.

Use the activities

Say rein means a strap for guiding a horse; brief means short; chief means the person helping lead
a team; ceiling is the inside top of a room. Pages 2-3 model and guide decoding. On page 4 model
rein, guide field, then dictate weigh. On page 5 model at to eight; say field, great and rein for the
three blank answers. Change one sound, even when several letters change.

Dictate and check

On page 8 say eight, field, straight. Then say: They weigh eight rocks. I can move the sleigh. Say
each whole sentence, repeat naturally and let students segment. Check sounds, spelling, capitals
and stops. On page 9 the picture matches are shield 4, vein 1, balance 3, sleigh 2. Accept an
accurate reader fact or event.

Print and assemble

Print at actual size, single-sided. Cut each landscape A4 reader sheet down the centre, stack A5
pages by number and staple left. Do not fold. Print the companion on portrait A4. Every book has
six pages including its cover; both editions use the same text and original scene.

Teacher observations

Confident with

Needs practice with

Next teaching step
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Spellings for Long Vowels
Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people

2

Long /ai/ can have several spellings. Say rain, then rein: the sound is the same. Read each example
with a partner. Notice that ei can spell /ai/ in rein or /ee/ in ceiling.

ei
/ai/

rein

eigh
/ai/

eight

ey
/ai/

they

ea
/ai/

break

aigh
/ai/

straight

ie
/ee/

field

ei
/ee/

ceiling

eo
/ee/

people

Keep each spelling together. Try an example before choosing a sound.

PREVIEW



Blend and Read
Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people

3

A rein is a strap for guiding a horse. Blend rein as /r/ /ai/ /n/. Say eight together: eigh spells one
sound. Then blend each word below. In people, final le has two sounds.

rein eight

straight field

ceiling people

Now read these words.

rain weigh chief

brief break steak

PREVIEW



Build and Spell
Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people
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Say rein. Pick r, ei and n, then blend them to check. Try field together. For the last row, listen to
the word your teacher says. Build it, say its sounds and write it.

ie r eigh l n

w ei d f
Model rein

Together: field

Listen and try

PREVIEW



Change One Sound
Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people
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Say at, then eight. Only the first sound changes: /a/ becomes /ai/. The spelling changes too. Try the
next change together. Then listen, change one sound and write each new word.

Model

at eight

Together

filled

Try

grain

Try

run
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Sort by Spelling and Sound
Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people
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Say ceiling. Its ei spells /ee/, so it belongs in that box. Read the mixed word cards. Listen to each
vowel, notice its spelling and place each card in the right box.

chief rein great

vein break field

steak ceiling brief

ei spells /ee/ ea spells /ai/

ie spells /ee/ ei spells /ai/

PREVIEW



Build and Write Sentences
Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people

7

Model: People weigh eight small rocks. Read it, then mix the tiles and build it together. Now build
the sentence about the veins. Start with a capital, end with a stop, then write and reread.

thin People can rocks. eight

see small We veins. weigh

Build the model sentence about the rocks.

Build the sentence about the veins.

Read the complete sentence. Does its meaning fit the picture or idea?

PREVIEW



Listen, Write and Check
Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people
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Say women together. The first o sounds like /i/. Listen to its weaker second vowel. Practise these
supported words, then write the words and sentences your teacher says.

women water move of

Word 1

Word 2

Word 3

Sentence 1

Sentence 2

Check each sound, the spelling, the capital and the stop.

PREVIEW



Read for Meaning
Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people
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Read vein and look for branching lines in a leaf. Now read each word and write its picture number
in the small box. Then choose a book and write one event or fact.

1 2

3 4

shield vein

balance sleigh

Write an event or fact from a book.

PREVIEW



Read Again and Try More
Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people

10

Read each sentence smoothly after working out its words. Read it again to a partner. Then try the
new words: use spellings and word parts already taught.

People weigh eight small rocks.

We can see thin veins.

Try these new words.

freight reins

weighed shielding

Freight is a load taken by a train or truck. In weighed, ed sounds like /d/. In shielding, keep shield
together, then add ing. Read the sentences to check meaning.

A train can take freight.

Ben weighed eight rocks.

The card is shielding the seeds.

I can read the new spellings. I can check each sound. I can tell a fact.

Teacher observations
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Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people | Fiction

The Great Sleigh

1

May and Ben have a plan. They will make a sleigh
for a toy rabbit. Ben draws a straight line on a
thick card. May marks eight spots along it.

2

PREVIEW



May cuts the card on the line. Ben bends the front
up, then helps her stick two strips to the base. The
strips will let the sleigh slide. They take a brief
break while the glue sets.

3

At last, the sleigh is set. Ben puts the rabbit in its
seat. May gives the sleigh a push. It tips, and the
rabbit lands on the mat. 'Can it reach the ceiling
next?' asks Ben.

4

PREVIEW



'I believe the seat is too high,' says May. Ben makes
a low seat from a bit of card. They put it in the
base. Now the rabbit can sit low and stay in place.

5

May gives the sleigh a slow push. It glides straight
to Ben, and the rabbit stays in its seat. They cheer.
'We did not need a great leap,' says Ben. 'We just
needed a small change!'

6

PREVIEW
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Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people | Fiction

A Shield in the Field

1

The class has a small bean patch in the field. May
is the chief for this job. She will help the team stick
to its plan. Ben brings eight bean seeds in a cup.

2

PREVIEW



A strong wind blows. The seeds spill from the cup
and land on the hard path. 'We need a shield,' says
May. 'A shield can block the wind. Then we can
plant the seeds.'

3

Ben brings a flat sheet of card. May sets it beside
the patch to block the wind. Ben makes eight small
holes in a straight line. The team puts a bean seed
in each hole.

4

PREVIEW



The wind pushes the card flat. May thinks, then
asks the team to test a new plan. Ben bends the
card in three parts. The ends rest on the path and
help it stand.

5

The shield stays up, and the last seed lands in its
hole. The team gives May a cheer. 'A chief needs a
team,' she says. 'We all had a part in this great
plan.'

6

PREVIEW
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Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people | Non-Fiction

Leaf Veins

1

A leaf can have a thick middle vein and thin side
veins. Look at a leaf from a bean plant. The middle
vein runs from the leaf stem to its tip. Thin veins
branch from it.

2

PREVIEW



The veins help carry water to the leaf. They can
carry food made in the leaf to the rest of the plant.
A leaf needs water and light to help it make this
food.

3

The veins help keep the leaf firm. In this leaf, the
small veins form a net. If we look close, we can see
thin lines join and branch. The leaf feels soft
between these lines.

4

PREVIEW



We can use a hand lens to make small things look
bigger. Place the leaf flat on a mat. Look at its thick
vein first. Then look for thin veins near the edge.

5

Not all leaf veins form a net. A blade of grass has
long veins that run side by side. Look at a bean leaf
and a blade of grass. How do the veins compare?

6

PREVIEW
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Year 2 Set 04 ei/eigh/ey=/ai/; ea in great/break; aigh in straight; ie=/ee/; ei=/ee/; eo in people | Non-Fiction

Weigh and Compare

1

People use a balance to compare weight. These
women start with empty pans. They check that the
pans sit level. Then they can start a fair test.

2

PREVIEW



This big rock has more weight than these eight
small rocks. The pan with the big rock sinks. The
other pan lifts.

3

Now we put eight big rocks in a pan. They weigh
more than the eight small rocks. Eight tells the
count. Weight tells how heavy the rocks feel.

4
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Put a rock in each pan. Watch which pan sinks.
Swap the rocks and test again. The same rock must
still make its pan go down. This helps us check the
balance.

5

A balance helps people compare weight. Keep the
pans free to move. A pan that rests on the bench
cannot show a fair test. We must let the balance
move and then check the pans.

6

PREVIEW
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