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Measurement: Length
Year 2 Mathematics
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Measurement: Length

Length tells us how long or short an object is.

We can compare lengths by lining up one end.

We can measure length by repeating one unit.
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Length Words We Use

LONGER — has more length

SHORTER — has less length

EQUAL — has the same length

Use the words to explain your comparison.
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Fair Measurement Uses Uniform Units

Repeat the SAME-SIZED unit.

Keep the unit choice the same when you compare objects.

A fair measurement can be checked and trusted.

PREVIEW



Start at the Same Point

Line up the first unit with one end of the object.

Do not begin before or after the end.

A common start point makes comparisons fair.
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Place Units End-to-End

Put each unit directly after the one before it.

Keep the row straight.

Continue until you reach the other end.
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Avoid Gaps and Overlaps

A GAP misses part of the length.

An OVERLAP measures part of the length twice.

Units must touch — with no gaps or overlaps.

PREVIEW



Count and Record the Units

Count each repeated unit once.

Write the number AND the unit name.

Example: 8 cubes, not just 8.
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Estimate Before Measuring

An estimate is a sensible prediction.

Think about a known object or unit.

Record your estimate before you measure.
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Estimate, Measure, Compare

1. ESTIMATE the length.

2. MEASURE with one repeated unit.

3. COMPARE your estimate and result.

4. REFLECT: What helped you?
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Compare Measured Lengths

When the SAME unit is used:

A greater number means a longer length.

A smaller number means a shorter length.

Equal numbers mean equal lengths.
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What Happens When Units Change?

The object can stay the SAME length.

Smaller units usually give a LARGER count.

Larger units usually give a SMALLER count.

The number changes because the unit size changes.
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Choose a Sensible Unit

For a pencil or book: cubes or paperclips can work.

For a desk or rug: hands, blocks or footsteps may work.

Choose a unit that is easy to repeat accurately.
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Small and Large Objects

Small object + small unit = useful detail.

Large object + larger unit = faster measuring.

To compare fairly, keep the unit the same.
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Measure Around the Classroom

Choose three safe classroom objects.

Estimate each length.

Measure with one repeated unit.

Record, compare and order your results.

PREVIEW



Explain Your Measurement

Try these sentence starters:

“I measured ___ using ___.”

“It was ___ units long.”

“My measurement was fair because ___.”
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This Week’s Length Toolkit

✓ Start at one end.

✓ Use same-sized units.

✓ Make units touch.

✓ Leave no gaps or overlaps.

✓ Record the number and unit.
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Well Done!
You measured fairly!
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Measurement:
Length Quiz
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Question 1 — Multiple Choice

What does LENGTH tell us about an object?

A. How heavy it is

B. How long or short it is

C. How much it can hold
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Answer 1

B. How long or short it is

Length describes the distance from one end of an object to the other.
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Question 2 — True or False

A fair measurement repeats the same-sized unit.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 2

TRUE

Same-sized units make the count fair and trustworthy.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Name one informal unit you could use to measure a pencil.
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Answer 3

Possible answers include:

• cubes

• paperclips

• counters

The units must all be the same size.PREVIEW



Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which setup measures accurately?

A. Units with gaps

B. Same-sized units touching from one end

C. A mixture of large and small units
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Answer 4

B. Same-sized units touching from one end

This setup has a common start, uniform units and no gaps or overlaps.
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Question 5 — True or False

Changing the size of the unit can change the measurement number.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 5

TRUE

Smaller units usually produce a larger count; larger units produce a smaller count.
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Question 6 — Multiple Choice

What is an ESTIMATE?

A. A sensible prediction before measuring

B. The exact count after measuring

C. A type of measuring unit
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Answer 6

A. A sensible prediction before measuring

An estimate uses what you already know to make a reasonable guess.
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Question 7 — Short Answer

One object is 12 blocks long.

Another is 9 of the same blocks long.

Which is longer, and by how many blocks?
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Answer 7

The 12-block object is longer.

12 − 9 = 3

It is 3 blocks longer.
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Question 8 — Multiple Choice

Which is a sensible informal unit for measuring a book?

A. Paperclips or cubes

B. Footsteps

C. Car lengths
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Answer 8

A. Paperclips or cubes

A smaller unit suits a smaller object and can be repeated accurately.
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Question 9 — True or False

Two different objects can have equal lengths.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 9

TRUE

Different objects can reach the same measured length when the same unit is used.
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Question 10 — Short Answer

Why is it important to use one uniform unit when measuring and comparing length?
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Answer 10

Uniform units keep every step the same size.

That makes the measurement fair, accurate and easy to compare.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
Quiz complete!
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