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Our Learning Goal

We are learning to choose flexible mental strategies for addition.

• Solve addition facts accurately.

• Explain why a strategy is efficient.

• Check the total in another sensible way.
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Our Strategy Toolbox

Turnarounds • Make Ten • Look for Tens

Add Ten • Doubles • Near Doubles

Split • Jump

A strong mathematician chooses a clear path—not always the same path.
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Turnarounds

The addends can change order without changing the total.

4 + 7 = 7 + 4 = 11

Turn the fact around when the new order is easier to think about.
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Your Turn: Turn It Around

Reverse each fact, then solve.

• 3 + 8

• 5 + 9

• 12 + 7

What stayed the same?
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Use a Double

Doubles are fast facts with two equal addends.

6 + 6 = 12

8 + 8 = 16

Known doubles help us solve nearby facts.
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Use a Near Double

Double the smaller number, then add 1.

7 + 8 = 7 + 7 + 1

14 + 1 = 15

Try: 6 + 7 and 9 + 10.
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Make Ten Facts

Pairs that make 10 are powerful mental facts.

1 + 9 • 2 + 8 • 3 + 7

4 + 6 • 5 + 5

Use a pair to fill 10 before adding what is left.
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Bridge Through Ten

Solve 8 + 5.

Split 5 into 2 and 3.

8 + 2 + 3 = 10 + 3 = 13

We bridged to 10, then added the remainder.

PREVIE
W



Your Turn: Bridge Through Ten

Split the second addend to fill 10.

• 9 + 4

• 7 + 6

• 8 + 7

Show the split and the total.
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Look for Tens

With three addends, pair numbers that make the next ten.

6 + 4 + 7

10 + 7 = 17

Changing the order can make the calculation easier.
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Your Turn: Look for Tens

Circle the useful pair, then solve.

• 3 + 7 + 6

• 8 + 2 + 9

• 5 + 5 + 7

Which pair did you add first?
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Add Ten

Adding 10 increases the tens digit by 1.

The ones digit stays the same.

36 + 10 = 46

Think: one more ten, no extra ones.

PREVIE
W



Your Turn: Add Ten

Solve mentally and explain the place-value pattern.

• 24 + 10

• 57 + 10

• 83 + 10
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Split Strategy

Partition each addend into tens and ones.

Add the tens. Add the ones.

Combine the two subtotals.

This keeps place value visible.
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Split: Worked Example

32 + 25

Tens: 30 + 20 = 50

Ones: 2 + 5 = 7

Combine: 50 + 7 = 57
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Split and Regroup

38 + 27

Tens: 30 + 20 = 50

Ones: 8 + 7 = 15

Combine: 50 + 15 = 65

15 ones is 1 ten and 5 ones.
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Your Turn: Split Strategy

Split each addend into tens and ones.

• 41 + 26

• 46 + 28

• 35 + 47

Check whether the ones need regrouping.
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Jump Strategy

Start at the first addend on an open number line.

Jump the tens, then jump the ones.

Label every jump and landing number.

Choose jumps that are easy to track.
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Jump: Worked Example

34 + 23

Start at 34.

Jump +20 to 54.

Jump +3 to 57.

Therefore, 34 + 23 = 57.
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Your Turn: Jump Strategy

Show a tens jump, then an ones jump.

• 27 + 31

• 42 + 26

• 48 + 27

Label the intermediate and final values.
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Compare Split and Jump

Solve 46 + 28 in two ways.

Split: (40 + 20) + (6 + 8) = 60 + 14 = 74

Jump: 46 + 20 = 66; 66 + 8 = 74

Both methods agree. Which feels clearer to you?
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Pick an Efficient Strategy

Match each fact to a sensible strategy.

• 8 + 7

• 34 + 10

• 27 + 31

• 5 + 5 + 8

Explain why your choice is efficient.
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Apply It to a Context

A class collected 28 blue counters and 35 red counters.

How many counters were collected altogether?

Choose Split or Jump and show the mental steps.

Check that your total is reasonable.
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Exit Ticket

1. Solve 17 + 6 + 3.

2. Solve 39 + 24.

3. Name one strategy you prefer.

4. Explain when that strategy is useful.

PREVIE
W



You are a Mental Addition 
Strategist!
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Mental Addition Strategies 
Quiz

PREVIE
W

https://sukindi.com.au/


Question 1 — Multiple Choice

Which is the turnaround of 6 + 8?

A. 8 + 6

B. 6 + 6

C. 8 + 8

D. 14 + 6
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Answer 1

A. 8 + 6

Changing the order does not change the total.

6 + 8 = 8 + 6 = 14
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Question 2 — True or False

9 + 6 can be rewritten as 9 + 1 + 5.

True or false?

Be ready to explain the split.
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Answer 2

True.

Split 6 into 1 and 5.

9 + 1 + 5 = 10 + 5 = 15
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Use a near double to solve 7 + 8.

Show the double you know.
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Answer 3

7 + 7 + 1 = 15

The known double is 7 + 7 = 14.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which pair should you add first in 4 + 6 + 7?

A. 4 + 6

B. 6 + 7

C. 4 + 7

D. Add all three at once
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Answer 4

A. 4 + 6

That pair makes 10.

10 + 7 = 17
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Question 5 — Short Answer

What is 34 + 10?

Explain what happens to the tens and ones digits.
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Answer 5

44

The tens digit increases by 1.

The ones digit stays the same.
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Question 6 — Multiple Choice

Which split is correct for 26 + 35?

A. (20 + 30) + (6 + 5)

B. (20 + 30) + (6 + 3)

C. (26 + 30) + 3

D. (20 + 35) + (2 + 6)
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Answer 6

A. (20 + 30) + (6 + 5)

50 + 11 = 61
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Question 7 — True or False

Starting at 23, jumping +10 and then +6 gives 39.

True or false?
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Answer 7

True.

23 + 10 = 33

33 + 6 = 39
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Question 8 — Short Answer

Use a double to solve 8 + 8.
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Answer 8

8 + 8 = 16

This is a known double fact.
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Question 9 — Multiple Choice

Which strategy is most direct for 48 + 10?

A. Add Ten

B. Near Double

C. Split

D. Turnaround
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Answer 9

A. Add Ten

48 + 10 = 58

The ones stay 8; the tens increase by 1.
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Question 10 — Show Your Thinking

There are 27 red counters and 15 blue counters.

How many counters are there altogether?

Show one mental strategy.
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Answer 10

42 counters

One valid method is 27 + 10 + 5.

27 + 10 = 37; 37 + 5 = 42
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Quiz Complete!
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