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Learning Goal

We are learning to compare, order and measure length with informal units.

Success looks like:

• I line up objects at the same starting point.

• I use equal units with no gaps or overlaps.

• I count carefully and record my result.
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What Is Length?

Length tells us how long or how tall an object is.

We compare length from one end to the other.
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Length Words

long  •  short  •  longer  •  shorter

tallest  •  shortest  •  same length
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Compare Fairly

Place the objects side by side.

Line up both objects at the same starting point.

Then look at which object reaches farther.
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Informal Units

We can measure with everyday equal-sized objects:

• blocks

• paper clips

• counters

• paddle pop sticks
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Use One Kind of Unit

Equal-sized units make a measurement fair.

Do not mix large and small units in the same measurement.
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No Gaps and No Overlaps

Place each unit so it touches the next one.

Leave no gaps.

Do not overlap the units.
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Measure from End to End

Start the first unit at one end of the object.

Keep measuring until the units reach the other end.
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Count Carefully

Count each unit once.

Say the number and the unit together.

Example: The ribbon is 8 blocks long.
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Same Length Can Look Different

Two objects can be the same length even when their shapes, colours or purposes are 

different.

Use aligned endpoints to decide.
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Order Three Objects

Compare all three objects from the same starting point.

Order them as:

shortest  → middle  → longest
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Estimate, Then Measure

First make a sensible guess.

Then measure with equal informal units.

Compare your estimate with the result.
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Measure a Classroom Object

1. Choose one kind of unit.

2. Line up the first unit at the object's end.

3. Place equal units with no gaps or overlaps.

4. Count and record the result.
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Quick Check

Tell a partner:

• one word that compares length

• one fair-measuring rule

• one object you could use as an informal unit
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Well Done!

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Measurement - Length Quiz
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Question 1

What does length tell us?

A. How heavy something is

B. How long or tall something is

C. How many colours it has

D. How loud it is
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Answer 1

Correct answer: B

Length tells us how long or how tall something is.
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Question 2

True or false?

A fair comparison begins with both objects at the same starting point.
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Answer 2

TRUE

Aligned starting points make the comparison fair.
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Question 3

Short answer

Name one informal unit that you could use to measure length.
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Answer 3

Possible answers:

blocks, paper clips, counters or paddle pop sticks
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Question 4

Which object is usually the longest?

A. key

B. eraser

C. paper clip

D. shoelace
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Answer 4

Correct answer: D — shoelace

A shoelace is usually longer than the other choices.
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Question 5

True or false?

Gaps between units make a fair measurement.
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Answer 5

FALSE

Equal units must touch. There should be no gaps or overlaps.
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Question 6

Short answer

A ribbon reaches across 7 equal blocks. How long is it?
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Answer 6

The ribbon is 7 blocks long.
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Question 7

Which rule makes a measurement fair?

A. Mix different units

B. Leave small gaps

C. Use the same-sized unit each time

D. Start in the middle
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Answer 7

Correct answer: C

Use the same-sized unit each time.
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Question 8

True or false?

Two different objects can be the same length.
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Answer 8

TRUE

Different-looking objects can share the same aligned endpoints.
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Question 9

What should you do first?

A. Count quickly

B. Line up the object and units at the starting point

C. Leave a gap

D. Use two kinds of units
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Answer 9

Correct answer: B

Line up the object and units at the starting point.
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Question 10

Short answer

Explain how to measure an object's length fairly.

PREVIEW



Answer 10

Use equal units that touch from end to end.

Leave no gaps or overlaps, then count each unit once.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
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