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Learning Intention

We are learning to use word histories, roots and changing meanings to 

understand unfamiliar words.
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Success Criteria

• Identify familiar roots and word parts.

• Combine word parts to explain a complete word.

• Infer meaning from roots and sentence context.

• Explain how a word's meaning has changed or expanded.

• Record a simple, verified word - origin finding.
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What Is Etymology?

Etymology is the study of word histories.

It asks where a word came from, what it meant earlier and how its form or 

meaning changed.

A word history is evidence —not a guess based only on how a word looks.
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Words Have Parts

ROOT or BASE — carries the core meaning

PREFIX — added before the root or base

SUFFIX — added after the root or base

re + act + ion → reaction
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Why Roots Matter

A root carries a core idea across a word family.

act → action, active, react

Knowing one root helps us connect, spell and decode many words.

Always test the root meaning against the whole word and its context.
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Root Word Toolkit

auto self  •  audi hear  •  bio life  •  chron time

dict speak or say  •  geo earth  •  graph write  •  hydr water

ject throw  •  rupt break or burst  •  spect look  •  therm heat
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Model 1 — Audible

audi = hear

audible = able to be heard

Context: The microphone made the speaker clearly audible.

The root and the sentence clue support the same meaning.
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Model 2 — Geography

geo = earth  •  graph = write or record

Geography developed around describing and studying Earth.

A word can contain more than one meaningful root.

Use the roots as clues, then verify the whole word.
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Model 3 — Interrupt

inter- = between or among  •  rupt = break or burst

interrupt = break into or stop an action

Context: The power cut interrupted the concert.

The event broke into what was already happening.
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English Borrows Words

English has borrowed and adapted words from many languages.

kindergarten — German  •  safari — Swahili

robot — Czech  •  shampoo — Hindi

ballet — French  •  algebra — Arabic

A reliable dictionary word history helps us verify the journey.
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Meanings Can Expand

A familiar word can gain an additional sense when culture or technology changes.

The new sense often connects to the older one through shape, action or effect.

The earlier meaning does not have to disappear.

We use context to decide which sense is intended.
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Then and Now

mouse: small animal → computer pointing device

cloud: water droplets → online storage or services

stream: flowing water → media delivered continuously online

tablet: writing slab → portable touchscreen computer

viral and text also gained new communication senses.
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Etymology Detective Routine

1. NOTICE the root, prefix and suffix.

2. USE sentence context to predict the meaning.

3. CHECK whether the parts and context agree.

4. VERIFY the word history in a reliable dictionary.

5. RECORD the source language and earlier meaning.

6. EXPLAIN how the earlier and current meanings connect.
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Guided Practice 1

geothermal —Which roots can you see?

spectator —What core idea does spect carry?

chronological —How does chron explain the order?

For each word, explain your thinking using both the root and the sentence context.
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Guided Practice 2

Compare the natural - world and technology senses of cloud and stream.

What connection can you see between each older and newer meaning?

How would the surrounding sentence help you choose the intended sense?

Share one careful explanation with a partner.
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Review and Reflection

1. What does etymology study?

2. What is the difference between a prefix and a suffix?

3. Decode one unfamiliar word using a root and context.

4. Give one example of a meaning that expanded.

Exit sentence: Word histories help me because ...
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Well Done!
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Word Etymology Quiz
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Question 1 — Multiple Choice

What does etymology study?

A. Only spelling rules

B. Word histories, origins and change

C. Only sentence punctuation

D. The number of letters in a word

PREVIEW



Answer 1

B. Word histories, origins and change

Etymology investigates where words came from, their earlier meanings and 

how they changed.
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Question 2 — True or False

A familiar root can help you infer the meaning of an unfamiliar word.

True or false?
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Answer 2

True

A root supplies a core meaning clue, but the whole word and sentence context 

must also make sense.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

What core idea does the root audi carry?

Write one example word that contains audi.
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Answer 3

audi carries the idea of hearing, listening or sound.

Examples include audible, audience and audio.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

What does geo mean?

A. water

B. earth

C. time

D. heat
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Answer 4

B. earth

The root geo appears in words such as geography and geothermal.
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Question 5 — True or False

A prefix always comes after the root or base.

True or false?
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Answer 5

False

A prefix comes before a root or base. A suffix comes after it.
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Question 6 — Short Answer

Use the root audi and this sentence to explain audible:

The microphone made the speaker clearly audible.
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Answer 6

Audible means able to be heard.

The root audi and the context clue speaker both support the meaning.
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Question 7 — Multiple Choice

Which word contains a root meaning heat?

A. thermal

B. predict

C. spectator

D. hydrate
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Answer 7

A. thermal

The root therm carries the core idea of heat.
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Question 8 — Short Answer

How has the meaning of mouse expanded?

Explain the connection between the two senses.
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Answer 8

Mouse names both a small animal and a computer pointing device.

The device gained the name because its shape and cord suggested the animal.

PREVIEW



Question 9 — Multiple Choice

In interrupt, what core idea does rupt carry?

A. write

B. look

C. break or burst

D. speak or say
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Answer 9

C. break or burst

To interrupt is to break into or stop what is happening.
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Question 10 — Short Answer

Name two kinds of evidence an etymology detective can use to 

investigate a word.
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Answer 10

Any two of:

• word parts  • sentence context

• a reliable dictionary word history

• source language  • earlier meaning  • related words
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Well Done!

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au

