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Teacher guide • Why Readers 
Respond Differently

Before the week
Teacher supplies a lawful copy of Bindi by Kirli Saunders, illustrated by Dub 

Leffler, and reads the whole book before this analysis week. Preview fire 

themes sensitively and offer an opt-out response route. Have sticky notes or 

evidence cards ready. Do not require disclosure of private experience, 

trauma or cultural identity.

Lesson 1 • Locate the work and author
45–60 min. Attribute the work accurately. Use the display and Meet the work 

organiser. Revisit one actual drought passage and one fire/community-

response passage. Model response → real detail → reason. Diagnose 

whether each learner can locate actual evidence; reteach only the insecure 

step.

Lesson 2 • First personal response
45–60 min. Revisit the actual drought sequence. Model observation versus 

inference, then use the drought organiser and Worksheet 1. Learners record 

two genuine details from the teacher copy and explain an initial response. 

Accept a different supported view.

Lesson 3 • Precise evidence
45–60 min. Use Worksheet 2 and model a full literature-circle turn. Groups 

use the twelve challenge cards; each turn must name a chosen passage, link 

detail to response and hear a fair alternative. Check reasoning, not turn-

taking alone.
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Teacher guide • Why Readers 
Respond Differently

Lesson 4 • Another fair reading
45–60 min. Use Worksheet 3 and the two fresh rehearsal sheets. Model how a 

reader can revise or sustain a response after hearing another text-

supported interpretation. Correct “everyone must feel the same way” with a 

specific detail and reason. Give one criterion-linked response to each learner.

Lesson 5 • Independent evidence
45–60 min. Retrieve success criteria without displaying an answer. Learners 

choose a new real Bindi moment and complete the assessment 

independently. Apply the learning evidence rubric; record the observed 

detail, quality of the explanation and a targeted next step.

Access and differentiation
Support: lawful read-aloud, oral or drawn response and a partly completed 

organiser. Core: precise detail and explanation for two readings. Extension: 

test a counter-reading against another genuine detail. Keep the evidence-

and-reason target in every route.

Marking boundary and preparation
Answer pages give open criteria because pupils choose actual passages. 

Check each cited detail in the teacher copy. Do not demand one feeling, 

invent a quotation or infer author identity from the narrator. A real detail + 

justified link + fair alternative meets the independent target.
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Our purpose and starting point

Explain a personal response to a real moment in Bindi.

Success: name an actual detail, explain your response, and give a fair alternative.

Diagnostic 1: Which drought moment stayed with you? Show it in your teacher copy.

Diagnostic 2: Could a reader respond differently to that moment? What would they need?
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Words for careful reading

Response: what a reader thinks, feels or notices.

Perspective: a viewpoint. Experience and context may affect it.

Interpretation: a meaning a reader draws from the work.

Separate observation in the work from inference you make.
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A response needs evidence

Choose a real word, phrase, image or event in the teacher copy of Bindi.

Name your response to that moment.

Explain how the detail prompts your response.

Another reader may respond differently when their reason also fits real evidence.
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First model: the drought sequence

Revisit an actual passage from the drought sequence.

Teacher model: “This detail makes me feel concern because…”

Point to the exact detail aloud; do not invent a quotation or page.

Ask: what part is observation, and what part is my inference?
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A contrasting supported response

Revisit a real passage from the fire and community-response sequence.

One reader may focus on difficulty; another may notice cooperation.

Each reader selects an actual detail and explains the connection.

Neither feeling is compulsory. Evidence and reasoning decide whether it is supported.
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Guided decision: detail or opinion?

A reader says, “I liked it.” Is that a supported response yet?

Find a real Bindi moment in your teacher copy.

With a partner, add the detail and explain why it matters.

Pause: which sentence states observation, response and reason?
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Guided decision: one good answer

“I liked it” alone gives no evidence.

A stronger answer identifies a true chosen passage or illustration.

It then explains how that detail prompts a specific response.

A different response can pass when it has its own real detail and reason.
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Try a fresh Bindi moment

Choose a different actual moment from the community-response sequence.

Record what the work actually shows before naming what you infer.

Explain a first response using the detail you selected.

Check: could a peer locate that detail in the teacher copy?
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Literature circle: a complete turn

Passage finder: select an actual passage and show its location.

Evidence connector: link a real detail to a response.

Alternative listener: offer another fair reading and its evidence.

Partner check: ask whether both links truly fit the work.
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Your literature-circle challenge

Select one challenge card and a real Bindi passage.

Explain your response and show the detail that supports it.

Invite a different possible reading without dismissing your partner.

The group completes the turn when everyone can explain one evidence link.
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Correct a tempting misconception

Claim: “Everyone must feel the same way because the book is sad.”

The claim forces one emotion and gives no precise evidence.

Repair: “I respond this way because of this actual detail…”

Add: “Another reader may respond differently because…”
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Rehearse in a fresh context

Listen as the teacher revisits a different community-response passage.

Write: detail →my response → reason.

Add a fair alternative with a real detail and reason.

Then decide whether to revise or sustain your first response.
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Three routes, one learning target

Support: listen again, speak or draw a response, and use a partly filled organiser.

Core: choose precise evidence and explain both responses.

Extension: test a counter-reading against another actual detail.

No one needs to disclose private experience or cultural identity.

PREVIEW



Independent response

Choose a new actual moment from Bindi, not the modelled passage.

Work independently: personal response, genuine evidence and reason.

Give a fair alternative interpretation with evidence.

Finish by explaining whether you revise or sustain your response.
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Use evidence to reflect

Can a teacher find the detail I named in the real work?

Did I explain how that detail led to my response?

Did I treat a different supported response fairly?

My next step is the one link I can make clearer.
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What this unit has shown

Personal responses to literature may differ.

A response becomes reasoned when a real detail supports it.

A fair alternative also needs evidence and explanation.

Your view may change or stay: explain why from the work.
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Well Done!
Different responses can be 

supported.
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Why Readers Respond 
Differently — Quiz
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Question 1

A reader says, “The drought made me uneasy.”

What would turn this into a supported personal response?
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Answer 1

Locate a real detail in the actual drought passage.

Explain how that detail prompts the reader’s unease.

The feeling alone is not enough.
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Question 2

A second reader notices community cooperation.

How could that be a fair alternative response?

PREVIEW



Answer 2

Point to an actual detail in the community-response sequence.

Explain why it supports that reader’s response.

A different response does not need to be rejected.
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Question 3

Choose a new Bindi moment in the teacher copy.

Give your response and a fair alternative. What evidence would each need?
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Answer 3

Credit a true chosen moment, two plausible responses,

and a clear detail-to-reason link for each.

Do not require one fixed emotion.
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Question 4

In a detail-to-interpretation card, what counts as an observation?

Name one actual detail from a passage you chose.
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Answer 4

An observation is something genuinely present in the chosen text or image.

An interpretation is a possible meaning drawn from it.

Check the detail in the teacher copy.
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Question 5

Two readers use different real details from the same moment.

Can their different responses both be supported? Explain.
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Answer 5

Yes, if each detail is real and each reader explains the link.

A changed detail may change the response;

the evidence test stays the same.
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Question 6

“Everyone must feel the same way because the book is sad.”

What is wrong with this claim? Repair it.
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Answer 6

It imposes one emotion and gives no specific evidence.

Repair it with a personal response, a real selected detail,

and room for another supported reading.
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Question 7

In a literature circle, you are the alternative listener.

What do you do after hearing the first response?

PREVIEW



Answer 7

Listen respectfully, offer another plausible reading,

point to actual evidence, and explain your link.

Do not dismiss the first reader without checking it.
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Question 8

Compare a chosen drought moment with a chosen community-response moment.

How might a reader’s responses differ?
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Answer 8

Name one relevant difference in the actual selected moments.

Connect each possible response to a true detail.

Avoid inventing book wording or one required feeling.
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Question 9

Choose a new verse or illustration from the teacher copy.

What response does it prompt for you?
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Answer 9

Credit a coherent personal response to a genuinely chosen moment.

The same evidence method applies to words or images.

This is a fresh matched context.
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Question 10

What exact evidence supports your answer to Question 9?

Explain the connection rather than naming a device alone.
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Answer 10

Point to a real word, phrase, illustration detail or event.

Explain how that observation prompts the response.

A guess or preference alone is insufficient.
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Question 11

A reader says, “My view is the only possible one.”

What counterexample or limitation would you give?
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Answer 11

A different reader can select another real detail and explain a fair view.

Qualify the claim: more than one supported interpretation may pass.

Do not accept an unsupported alternative.
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Question 12

Use a new Bindi moment: give a reasoned response and a fair alternative.

What will you check before submitting?
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Answer 12

Check both responses have genuine evidence and a clear reason.

Communicate the difference fairly and coherently.

Revise or sustain your first view with a text-grounded reason.
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Well Done!
Use real evidence.
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