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Learning Focus

Compare how long everyday events take.

Order events from shortest to longest.

Choose sensible units from seconds to years.
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Duration Language

Shorter means less time.

Longer means more time.

About the same means the events take a similar amount of time.
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Seconds

A second is a very short amount of time.

A blink or one quick clap can take about one second.
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Minutes

Minutes measure short everyday events.

Tying your shoelaces, brushing your teeth or eating a snack can take 

minutes.
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Hours

Hours measure longer parts of a day.

A lesson, a film or a night's sleep can take hours.
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Days

A day includes morning, afternoon and night.

A school day or waiting until tomorrow is measured in days.
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Weeks

Seven days make one week.

A reading challenge or school holidays may last for weeks.
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Months

Months are longer than weeks.

A season changes or a pumpkin grows over several months.
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Years

Twelve months make one year.

A school year, a growing tree or completing primary school takes years.
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The Time-Unit Ladder

seconds →minutes → hours → days → weeks →months → years

Each step usually measures a longer duration.
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Choose a Sensible Unit

Ask: Is the event very quick, part of a day, or much longer?

Then choose the unit that makes the most sense.
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Compare Durations

A bath takes longer than washing your hands.

Growing a tomato plant takes longer than eating breakfast.

PREVIEW



Order Events

Start with the event that takes the least time.

Move step by step to the event that takes the most time.
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Sequence Everyday Events

Events happen in time order.

First, next, then and finally help us explain a sequence.
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Calendar Cycles

The days repeat every week.

The months repeat every year.

Calendars help us see and compare longer durations.
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Explain Your Thinking

Use duration words and a reason.

Example: A school week is longer than a story because it lasts for 

several days.
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Review

Can you compare two events?

Can you order events from shortest to longest?

Can you choose a sensible time unit and explain why?
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Well Done!
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What is the Duration?
Quiz
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Question 1: True or False

A quick clap takes about one second.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 1

TRUE

A quick clap takes about one second.
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Question 2: Multiple Choice

Which unit measures the shortest duration?

A. seconds

B. minutes

C. hours

D. days
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Answer 2

A. seconds

Seconds measure very short events.
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Question 3: Short Answer

Name one event that takes about one hour.
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Answer 3

Answers will vary.

Examples include a lesson, a sports practice or a television program.
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Question 4: Multiple Choice

How many days are in one week?

A. 5

B. 7

C. 10

D. 12
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Answer 4

B. 7

There are seven days in one week.
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Question 5: True or False

One month is shorter than one day.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 5

FALSE

One month is much longer than one day.
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Question 6: Multiple Choice

School holidays are best measured in...

A. seconds

B. minutes

C. hours

D. weeks
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Answer 6

D. weeks

School holidays usually last for several weeks.
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Question 7: Put in Order

Order these units from shortest to longest:

week   minute   day   hour

PREVIEW



Answer 7

minute → hour → day → week
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Question 8: Multiple Choice

Which event takes the longest?

A. eating breakfast

B. growing a tree

C. blinking

D. tying a shoelace

PREVIEW



Answer 8

B. growing a tree

A tree grows over many years.
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Question 9: True or False

Twelve months make one year.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 9

TRUE

There are twelve months in one year.
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Question 10: Explain

Which is longer: one school day or one school week?

Explain your thinking.
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Answer 10

One school week is longer.

It includes several school days.
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Well Done!
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