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Visualising:
Make a Movie in Your Mind
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What Is Visualising?

Visualising means making a picture or movie in your mind while you 

listen or read.
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Three Helpers

1. Find the text clues.

2. Add what you already know.

3. Use your senses.
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Listen for Clues

Close your eyes and listen.

A bright red kite swooped through the windy sky. Its long blue tail 

danced above a tall tree.
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Which Clues Helped?

red kite

long blue tail

windy sky

tall tree

These words help us make a clear mental picture.PRE
VIEW



Use What You Know

You may remember how a kite moves, how wind feels or what a tall tree 

looks like.

Use sensible details that fit the text.
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Different Pictures Can Both Fit

Clue: “A small dog rested beside the gate.”

You might picture a brown dog. A friend might picture a white dog. Both 

pictures fit because the text does not name the colour.
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Use Your Five Senses

What could you see?

What could you hear?

What could you smell?

What could you taste?

What could you feel?PRE
VIEW



Sense-Word Warm-Up

SIGHT — bright, striped, shiny

SOUND — buzzing, tapping, roaring

SMELL — sweet, smoky, fresh

TASTE — juicy, salty, sour

TOUCH — warm, rough, softPRE
VIEW



Morning at the Market

Close your eyes and listen.

Sunlight shone on baskets of yellow lemons. A bell jingled as people 

walked by. Warm bread smelled sweet near the bakery stall.
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Add a Detail

What did you picture?

Name one thing you could SEE.

Name one thing you could HEAR.

Name one thing you could SMELL.PRE
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Pictures Can Change

Your first picture is a starting point.

When a new clue arrives, update your picture so it keeps matching the 

text.

PRE
VIEW



Clue 1

“I am small.”

Pause. What do you picture?
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Clue 2

“I am green and I hop.”

Update your picture. What changed?
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Clue 3 and Reveal

“I live near water.”

The mystery creature is a FROG!

Did your mental picture change as each clue arrived?PRE
VIEW



Our Visualising Routine

1. Listen or read.

2. Find the text clues.

3. Add what you know.

4. Use your senses.

5. Update when a new clue arrives.PRE
VIEW



Turn and Talk

Describe one clear picture you made in your mind today.

Which exact clue helped you make it?
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Well Done!
You can make a movie in your 

mind.
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Visualising
Comprehension Strategy Quiz
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Question 1

What does visualising mean?

A. Making a picture or movie in your mind

B. Reading every word as fast as you can

C. Copying the words into a notebookPRE
VIEW



Answer 1

A. Making a picture or movie in your mind

Visualising helps you understand what you hear or read.
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Question 2

“A tiny red crab scuttled across the wet sand.”

Which words are text clues?

A. tiny, red, wet sand

B. crab, book, moon

C. quiet, tall, bluePRE
VIEW



Answer 2

A. tiny, red, wet sand

These words come from the sentence and help make the mental picture.
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Question 3

True or false?

Everyone must picture exactly the same thing when they visualise.
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Answer 3

FALSE

Different pictures can both fit when the text does not give every detail.
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Question 4

Which sense helps you imagine “buzzing bees”?

A. sight

B. sound

C. tastePRE
VIEW



Answer 4

B. sound

Buzzing is something you can hear.
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Question 5

Which sense helps you imagine “warm sand”?

A. touch

B. smell

C. soundPRE
VIEW



Answer 5

A. touch

Warm describes how the sand could feel.
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Question 6

What should you do when a new clue arrives?

A. Ignore it

B. Update your mental picture

C. Start a different storyPRE
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Answer 6

B. Update your mental picture

Change your picture so it keeps matching the text.
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Question 7

“The spotted puppy curled up inside a soft blue blanket.”

Name one detail you can picture.
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Answer 7

Possible answers include:

• a spotted puppy

• the puppy curled up

• a soft blue blanket

Any detail that matches the sentence is correct.PRE
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Question 8

Which picture best matches the clue “a tiny yellow boat”?

A. a huge green ship

B. a tiny yellow boat

C. a red racing carPRE
VIEW



Answer 8

B. a tiny yellow boat

Every important detail matches the clue.
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Question 9

True or false?

What you already know can help you visualise.
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Answer 9

TRUE

Prior knowledge helps you add sensible details that fit the text.
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Question 10

Put these first three steps in order.

A. Add what you know

B. Listen or read

C. Find the text clues

Write the letters in order.PRE
VIEW



Answer 10

B, C, A

1. Listen or read.

2. Find the text clues.

3. Add what you know.PRE
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Well Done!
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