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Verb Tense
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What Is Verb Tense?

Verb tense shows when an action happens.

Past = before now

Present = now, often or always

Future = after now
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The Tense Timeline

PAST     ← NOW     → FUTURE

Yesterday: Luca carried the boxes.

Today: Luca carries the boxes.

Tomorrow: Luca will carry the boxes.
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Present Tense

Present tense describes habits, facts and actions happening now.

I practise the drums each afternoon.

Mia practises the violin every day.

With he, she or it, add -s or -es when needed.
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Past Tense: Regular Verbs

Regular past-tense verbs often add -ed.

walk → walked     jump → jumped

hope → hoped      carry → carried

Time clues: yesterday, last week, ago
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Past Tense: Irregular Verbs

Irregular verbs change in different ways.

go → went          bring → brought

choose → chose     teach → taught

Learn the form; do not add -ed automatically.
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Future Tense

Future tense uses will + base verb.

will explore      will carry      will choose

Tomorrow, our class will visit the garden.

The base verb stays unchanged after will.
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Time Clues

Past clues: yesterday, earlier, last night, ago

Present clues: now, today, usually, every week

Future clues: tomorrow, soon, next month, later

A clue helps, but the verb form must match.
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One Action, Three Tenses

PAST: Last Saturday, we explored the cave.

PRESENT: We explore a new place every month.

FUTURE: Next weekend, we will explore the coast.

The action stays similar; the time and verb form change.

PREVIEW



Match Tense to Meaning

Routine → present: Noah takes the train each day.

Finished event → past: Noah took the train yesterday.

Planned event → future: Noah will take the train tomorrow.

Ask: When does the action happen?
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Keep Tense Consistent

Connected ideas usually stay in one time frame.

Consistent: We visited the garden and watered the seedlings.

Shift: We visited the garden and water the seedlings.

Only change tense when the time truly changes.
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Spot the Tense Shift

Last Friday, our class visited the garden.

We carry tools from the shed and worked in pairs.

Which verb shifts into the wrong tense?

Answer: carry should be carried.
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Fix the Tense Shift

Before: Our teacher checks the beds and wrote notes.

After: Our teacher checked the beds and wrote notes.

Both actions now stay in past tense.

Read the whole paragraph again after editing.
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Guided Practice

Present: The guide explains the fossil.

Past: The guide explained the fossil.

Future: The guide will explain the fossil.

Now rewrite: Mia chooses a favourite object.

PREVIEW



Review

1. Decide when the action happens.

2. Find the time clue.

3. Check every verb form.

4. Read again: did the time change on purpose?
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Well Done!
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Verb Tense Quiz
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Question 1

Which sentence is written in past tense?

A. Niko plants three seedlings.

B. Niko planted three seedlings.

C. Niko will plant three seedlings.

D. Niko is planting three seedlings.
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Answer 1

B. Niko planted three seedlings.

The verb planted shows that the action happened before now.
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Question 2

True or false?

Ruby sketches birds every weekend.

This sentence is written in present tense.
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Answer 2

True.

The verb sketches and the time clue every weekend show a present-tense routine.
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Question 3

Short answer

Change will explore to present tense.

Each month, we __________ the coast.
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Answer 3

explore

Each month, we explore the coast.
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Question 4

Which sentence uses future tense correctly?

A. Tomorrow, Ava carried the sports bag.

B. Tomorrow, Ava carries the sports bag.

C. Tomorrow, Ava will carry the sports bag.

D. Tomorrow, Ava carry the sports bag.
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Answer 4

C. Tomorrow, Ava will carry the sports bag.

Future tense uses will + base verb.
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Question 5

Short answer

Write the past tense of catch.

Yesterday, I __________ the ball.
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Answer 5

caught

Yesterday, I caught the ball.
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Question 6

True or false?

We visited the market and choose fresh fruit.

This sentence keeps tense consistent.

PREVIEW



Answer 6

False.

Choose should be chose so both actions stay in past tense.
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Question 7

Which time clue signals future tense?

A. last night

B. usually

C. next Tuesday

D. earlier
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Answer 7

C. next Tuesday

It points to a time after now.
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Question 8

Fix the tense shift.

Last Friday, our class toured the gallery and takes notes.

Write the correct verb.
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Answer 8

took

Last Friday, our class toured the gallery and took notes.
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Question 9

Which mini-paragraph keeps tense consistent?

A. Every morning, Leo packs his bag. He walked to the bus stop.

B. Yesterday, Leo packed his bag. He walked to the bus stop.

C. Tomorrow, Leo packed his bag. He walks to the bus stop.

D. Last week, Leo will pack his bag. He walked to the bus stop.
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Answer 9

B. Yesterday, Leo packed his bag. He walked to the bus stop.

Both actions use past tense.

PREVIEW



Question 10

Rewrite this sentence in past tense.

Mia chooses a shell from the display.

Begin with Yesterday.
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Answer 10

Yesterday, Mia chose a shell from the display.
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Well Done!
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