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Verb Groups
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Learning Focus

We are learning to:

• identify complete verb groups

• distinguish helping and main verbs

• use tense, agreement and modality accurately

• build complex sentences that show time or cause
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What Is a Verb?

A verb tells what someone or something does, is or has.

Action: The dancers perform.

Being: The room is quiet.

Having: Mia has a plan.

One verb can work alone—or several verbs can work together.PREVIEW



What Is a Verb Group?

A verb group is one or more verbs that work together.

helping verb(s) + main verb = verb group

has been rehearsing  •  might explore  •  will have finished

The main verb carries the action or state. Helping verbs add meaning.PREVIEW



Main Verbs and Helping Verbs

Main verb

• carries the key action or state

• usually comes last in the group

Helping verb

• works before the main verb

• shows time, possibility, obligation or emphasis

Example: The team has been preparing.PREVIEW



The BE Family

am  •  is  •  are  •  was  •  were  •  be  •  been  •  being

BE verbs can help a main verb show an action in progress.

The birds are building a nest.

The crowd were cheering.

The band has been rehearsing.PREVIEW



The HAVE and DO Families

HAVE: have  •  has  •  had

The team has finished.

We had packed the equipment.

DO: do  •  does  •  did

I do remember the note.

The puppy did bark.

After DO, use the base form of the main verb.PREVIEW



Modal Verbs Add Meaning

might  → weak possibility

may     → possibility

could   → possible option

can     → ability

should  → advice or expectation

must    → necessity

After a modal, use the base form: Maya can sing.PREVIEW



Guided Practice

Underline each complete verb group. Circle the main verb.

1. The choir has been rehearsing for the concert.

2. We might visit the science centre tomorrow.

3. Nia had forgotten her library book.

Which helping verbs add meaning in each group?PREVIEW



Guided Practice — Answers

1. has been rehearsing

helping: has been  |  main: rehearsing

2. might visit

helping: might  |  main: visit

3. had forgotten

helping: had  |  main: forgottenPREVIEW



Tense and Agreement

Verb groups must match the subject and time.

Past: The team was training yesterday.

Present: The birds are building now.

Future: Isla will present tomorrow.

The twins have finished. ✓

The twins has finished. ✗PREVIEW



Verb Groups Inside Clauses

A clause contains a subject and a verb group.

Independent clause

• makes sense on its own

• the actors will begin

Dependent clause

• cannot stand alone

• when the curtain rises

Together: When the curtain rises, the actors will begin.PREVIEW



Complex Sentences Can Show Time

Time conjunctions tell when events happen.

when  •  before  •  after  •  while

When the rain had stopped, the players returned.

Before the bell rang, Zara had packed her bag.

While the band was rehearsing, the audience waited.PREVIEW



Complex Sentences Can Show Cause

Cause conjunctions explain why something happens.

because  •  since

The audience stayed quiet because the speaker was explaining the results.

Since the path was slippery, the hikers were walking carefully.PREVIEW



Combine the Clauses

Join each pair with the conjunction in brackets. Keep every verb group accurate.

1. The class will begin the experiment.

The safety check is complete. (after)

2. The players were warming up.

The rain started. (when)PREVIEW



Model Answers

1. The class will begin the experiment after the safety check is complete.

2. The players were warming up when the rain started.

Notice: each clause keeps an accurate verb group, and the conjunction shows the relationship.
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Apply and Recap

When you write:

• choose a precise main verb

• add helping verbs for tense or meaning

• check subject–verb agreement

• use a time or cause conjunction

• reread the whole verb group

Now build one accurate complex sentence of your own.PREVIEW



Well Done!
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Verb Groups Quiz
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Question 1 — Multiple Choice

Which complete verb group best completes the sentence?

The orchestra ___ for weeks.

A. practises

B. has been rehearsing

C. rehearsed loud

D. is rehearsePREVIEW



Answer 1

B. has been rehearsing

The helping verbs ‘has’ and ‘been’ work with the main verb ‘rehearsing’.
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Question 2 — True or False

In this sentence, ‘were’ is a helping verb.

The lanterns were glowing beside the path.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 2

TRUE

The helping verb ‘were’ helps the main verb ‘glowing’ show an action in progress.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

What is the main verb in this verb group?

Kai might have forgotten the map.

Write the main verb.
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Answer 3

forgotten

The complete verb group is ‘might have forgotten’.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which modal shows the strongest obligation?

A. might

B. could

C. should

D. must
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Answer 4

D. must

The modal ‘must’ shows necessity or strong obligation.
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Question 5 — True or False

A dependent clause can stand alone as a complete sentence.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 5

FALSE

A dependent clause needs an independent clause to complete its meaning.
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Question 6 — Short Answer

Complete the sentence with an accurate verb group.

The muddy hikers ___ across the footbridge.

Use ‘were’ + a suitable main verb.
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Answer 6

were walking

The helping verb ‘were’ agrees with the plural subject ‘hikers’.
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Question 7 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence has correct agreement?

A. The twins has finished the model.

B. The twins have finished the model.

C. The twins is finishing the model.

D. The twins was finished the model.
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Answer 7

B. The twins have finished the model.

The plural subject ‘twins’ agrees with ‘have’.
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Question 8 — Short Answer

Identify both complete verb groups.

After the bell had rung, the students were leaving.
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Answer 8

had rung

were leaving

Each clause contains its own verb group.
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Question 9 — True or False

The conjunction ‘because’ can show a cause relationship.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 9

TRUE

The conjunction ‘because’ explains why one clause happens.
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Question 10 — Multiple Choice

Which is the best edit?

A. Before the show began, the actors practising backstage.

B. Before the show began, the actors had been practising backstage.

C. Before the show begin, the actors has practised backstage.

D. Before the show began, the actors was practise backstage.
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Answer 10

B. Before the show began, the actors had been practising backstage.

Both clauses contain accurate verb groups.
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Well Done!
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