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DIRECT SPEECH RULES

> G@)<

0 Put quotation marks around the
6 6 exact words a character say

{“I found the map,” sai

Begin the spok
withac

apit s
Dad y DBl yogpack your hat?”
9 t cgipma, question mark,
__ ‘ a n mark or full stop inside
'. e@tosing quotation mark.
“Watch out for the puddle!” shouted Luca.}

9 Use a comma to separate the speech
Q from the saying verb when the

sentence continues.

{ “The path is slippery,” warned Aria. J

Start a new line when a new
person speaks.

“Are we nearly there?” asked Ben.
“Yes,” replied Zoe.

Sukindi



- SAYlNG VERBS-

Choose a verb that shows how the words are spoken
QUIET OR GENTL
whispered ¢ murmured tered
sighed ¢« mumbl

exclaimed

KING OR EXPLAINING

asked < replied ¢ answered
explained ¢ added

SHOWING EMOTION

groaned ¢ snapped ¢ pleaded
giggled ¢ warned

=| “I found the clue,” whispered Ruby. )=

Fes




QUOTATION

66 MARKS 99
CHECKLIST

Before | finish, | check...

1. | put quotation marks a
exact words spoken.

\ 9

words with a

3. |1 beg esp
capi .
; ma, question mark,
elam
(o

2. | used an openi
quotation k.

n mark or full stop inside the
logng quotation mark.

| separated the speech and saying
verb with a comma when needed.

6. | chose a saying verb that matches
how the character speaks.

7. | started a new line when a new
person began speaking.

OO0 JUod

Read it aloud. Does it sound right? 99

N

uuuuuuuuuu



QUOTATION MARKS REFERENCE CARDS

S — Start a new line for a new speaker.

— Put the exact words spoken inside quotation marks.

— End the spoken words with punctuation inside
the closing quotation mark.

A — Add a capital letter at the beginning of the s

Keep the saying verb separated with ac

Y,

Start a new line for a new speaker.

oWm
|

— Put the exact words spoken inside quotation marks.

= End the spoken words with punctuation inside the
closing quotation mark.

Add a capital letter at the beginning of the spoken words.

A P

— Keep the saying verb separated with a comma when needed.

m “The lantern is glowing,” whispered Kai.j

(
—
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QUOTATION STATION - LEVEL A

‘ ‘ Add capital letters, quotation marks, , ,
commas and ending punctuation.

G " ¢

Noah said

o Mia whisper
| can seethe _» | the ba
lighthouse _qullg | as)

k e R D &

f

N

Dad aske uca shouted

didy watch out for ¢

y the puddle }*"

Zoe replied The coach said

| will be ready line up near X

soon the gate ‘
. J

Read each corrected sentence aloud to a partner.

Sukindi



QUOTATION STATION — LEVEL A

b

ANSWERS
@

Add capital letters, quotation marks,

2

commas and ending punctuation.

(

G

Noah said,
“l can see the

\

Y

=

=
gD

lighthouse.” ,‘

©

C

Mia whis

Luca shouted,
Watch out foq‘ @ ,

the puddlel’*J

Zoe replied,
“| will be ready
soon.”

e &

6

The coach said,
N2

“Line up near :
the gate.”

. J

Read each corrected sentence aloud to a partner.

Sukindi
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( "
i1
the path is
slippery warned

Aria -

puzZ|e

lv
Q o

" QUOTATION STATION — LEVELB

Find the spoken words. Add capitals, quotation marks and punctuation.

where did the
koala go asked _

this soup is hot
said Omar so blow
on it first

please return
the compass "

whispered Mae

L

| can help replied
Amir if you show ‘
me the first step

Some speech comes before, after or around the saying verb.

Sukindi




" QUOTATION STATION - LEVELB

ANSWERS

Find the spoken words. Add capitals, quotation marks and punctuation.

r
1
“The path is
slippery,”

warned Aria.

“Where d|d the

“This soup is hot,”
said Omar, “so
blow on it first..

“Please return

the compass,”

whispered Mae./~>

“I can help,” replied
Amir, “if you show
me the first step.” =~

\. ‘ r J

———

Some speech comes before, after or around the saying verb.

sssssssss



'QUOTATION STATION — LEVELC

Repair each conversation. Add punctuation and
start a new line for each speaker.

° ﬁ -

mila said i please c

found the key t
sam asked !‘« i am

where was i offting replied leah

1™
are you ready that was amazing
asked tom cheered max
nearly said ava can we try again
| need my helmet || asked priya
\_ 7\

Read the conversation aloud after you repair it.

\ Sukindi
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'QUOTATION STATION — LEVELC
ANSWERS

Repair each conversation. Add punctuation and
start a new line for each speaker.

(" )
O PO
Mila said, “I %W

found the key. x
QI am coming,”

“Where was it?}
replied Leah.

asked Sam.
fe )

“Are you ready?” “That was amazing!”

asked Tom. cheered Max.

“Nearly,” said Ava. || “Can we try again?”
i | need my helmet. | | asked Priya. }

Read the conversation aloud after you repair it.

Sukindi
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e

Name:

Date:

SPIN A DIALOGUE — PLANNING SHEET

MY SPINS
8 O@ Character
J Setting

A

Q ii Opening line
Problem

Q PLAN THE CONVERSATIO
Character 1 wants... 11 C r

N\

SPEECH TURNS

ﬁ

@
©
:@
@

J

SAYING VERB BANK %
asked ¢ replied ¢ whispered ¢ explained ¢ warned ¢ cheered A

SELF-CHECK: HAVEI...

D quotation marks D capital letters D punctuation inside
\o

D new line for each speaker

uuuuuuuuuu




Name: Date:

@5 DIRECT SPEECH BASICS - PAGE 1 f

Read each sentence. Copy the spoken words and the saying verb into the boxes.

i N

o “The kite is stuck,” groaned Eli.

SPOKEN WORDS SAYING VERB

e Asha asked, “Can you see the river?s

SPOKEN WORDS

SAYING VERB

e wait for me!” called Ruby.

SPOKEN WORDS SAYING VERB

Q Grandpa whispered, “The joey is sleeping.”

SPOKEN WORDS SAYING VERB

. J/

6 6 Remember: the spoken words are the exact words inside the quotation marks. 9 9

~~~~~~~~~~



Name: ANSWERS Date:

X®5  DIRECT SPEECH BASICS - PAGE | %

Read each sentence. Copy the spoken words and the saying verb into the boxes.

fr B

o “The kite is stuck,” groaned Eli.

SPOKEN WORDS SAYING VERB

The kite is stuck groane

.

9 Asha asked, “Can you see the river?g

SPOKEN WORDS

Can you see the river?

.

€© “Thisshellis s

SAYING VERB
said
wait for me!” called Ruby.
SPOKEN WORDS SAYING VERB
Please wait for me! called

e Grandpa whispered, “The joey is sleeping.”

SPOKEN WORDS SAYING VERB

The joey is sleeping whispered

o J

6 6 Remember: the spoken words are the exact words inside the quotation marks. 9 9

~~~~~~~~~~



Name: Date:

& DIRECT SPEECH BASICS —PAGE2 OO

Rewrite each sentence with capital letters, quotation marks and correct punctuation.

. N\
0 Zara said the bus is here 6 99

\. Y,
4 N\
9 will you help me asked Leo @

\.
/
&%a

§99

J/
~N

7
9 stop called the lifeguar

J

~

mells delicious said Mum

{ )
0 | can solve it replied Finn if | work slowly <:>

(o)

O

[z Check: opening mark ¢ ending mark ¢ capital letter ¢ punctuation inside ]

uuuuuuuuuu



Name: ANSWERS Date:

¢ DIRECT SPEECH BASICS —PAGE2 )9

Rewrite each sentence with capital letters, quotation marks and correct punctuation.

: )
c Zara said the bus is here 6 99

Zara said, “The bus is here.”

\ W,

f )
e will you help me asked Leo @
“Will you help me?” asked Leo.

J
& /

\

e stop called the lifeguar

“The soup smells delicious,” said Mum.

. J

-
e | can solve it replied Finn if | work slowly Q
0

“I can solve it,” replied Finn, “if | work slowly.”

\. J

[3\/ Check: opening mark ¢ ending mark e capital letter » punctuation inside J

uuuuuuuuuu



Name:

Date:

QUOTATION VACATION — PAGE 1

The dialogue below has lost its punctuation. Rewrite it correctly.

THE LOST LUNCHBOX

Start a new line for each speaker.

s

At lunchtime Kira looked under the bench
where is my lunchbox she asked

I saw a blue bag near the garden replied Jay
that is mine cried Kira

wait warned Jay there is a sleepy li

Kira whispered we will walk

quotation marks

capital letters punctuation inside saying verbs

new speaker, new line

uuuuuuuuuu



Name: AN SWE RS Date:

QUOTATION VACATION — PAGE 1

THE LOST LUNCHBOX

The dialogue below has lost its punctuation. Rewrite it correctly.
Start a new line for each speaker.

At lunchtime Kira looked under the bench

where is my lunchbox she asked

I saw a blue bag near the garden replied Jay

that is mine cried Kira

wait warned Jay there is a sleepy j

Kira whispered we will walk

arned Jay. “There is a sleepy lizard beside it.”

& ? 2 ”

quotation marks capital letters punctuation inside saying verbs new speaker, new line

uuuuuuuuu



Name: Date:

QUOTATION VACATION — PAGE 2
THE CAMPING MIXTUP ®@

Rewrite it correctly.

i ™

a “Did you bring the torch”, asked Luca.

9 “Yes” replied Evie, “it is in my bag.”

9 “| cannot find the tent

O o

\

6 “There they are,” shouted Evie?

Challenge: Explain why a question mark or
exclamation mark can replace the comma
before a saying verb.




Name: ANSWERS Date:

QUOTATION VACATION — PAGE 2
\ THE CAMPING MIX-UP

» Each sentence has one or more punctuation mistakes. //
Rewrite it correctly. /

a “Did you bring the torch”, asked Luca.
— “Did you bring the torch?” asked Luca.

\.

e “Yes” replied Evie, “it is in my bag.”
— “Yes,” replied Evie. “It is in my bag.”

.

9 “I cannot find the tent

O o

~ Dad ook Beside the blue chair.”

&

J

e “There they are,” shouted Evie?

— “There they are!” shouted Evie.

Challenge: Explain why a question mark or
exclamation mark can replace the comma
before a saying verb.

A question mark or exclamation mark shows
how the spoken words end. It sits inside the
> closing quotation mark, so no comma is needed.




Name: Date:

)= SENSATIONAL SAYING VERBS (v-

PART A — SHOW HOW IT SOUNDS

“Write the saying verb that best matches each clue.”

i 3
1. “The baby is sleeping,” Mia. whispered / shouted [
2. “We won the final!” the team. cheered / muttered

3. “Stay away from the wet paint,” Dad.

4. “May | borrow your ruler?” Arun.

.
PART B — UPGRADE SAID

pleaded e explained j

7. “Please give me one more chance,” said Leo.

8. “The answer is twelve,” said Suri clearly.

I\

/
[ 9\1 A precise saying verb helps the reader hear the character’s voice. @ ]

~~~~~~~~~~



Name: ANSWERS Date:

5)= SENSATIONAL SAYING VERBS -

PART A — SHOW HOW IT SOUNDS

“Write the saying verb that best matches each clue.”
(- )

1. “The baby is sleeping,” Mia. whispered / shouted [ whispered

2. “We won the final!” the team. cheered / muttered cheered

3. “Stay away from the wet paint,” Dad.

4., “May | borrow your ruler?” Arun.
y y _

.

PART B — UPGRADE SAID
“Rewrite each sentence with a m i :

“The surprise is ready,” whispered Ana.

7. “Please give me one more chance,” said Leo.

“Please give me one more chance,” pleaded Leo.

8. “The answer is twelve,” said Suri clearly.

“The answer is twelve,” explained Suri.

/
[ 9 < Anprecise saying verb helps the reader hear the character’s voice. (@ J

I\

~~~~~~~~~~



Date:

NEW SPEAKER, NEW LINE //

.
The conversation is crowded into one paragraph. Rewrite it with  /, h 4

correct punctuation and a new line whenever the speaker changes.

THE MAKERSPACE ROVER

At the makerspace Hana held up a loose wheel this part keeps

falling off she said try the smaller screw suggested Be

is the screwdriver asked Hana it is beside the batte

great cheered Hana our rover can move agai

N

@@

@6

@

©®e

@

©®e

®@e

New speaker = new paragraph. Indent each new line of dialogue.

quotation marks punctuation inside saying verbs new paragraph

Sukindi



Name:

ANSWERS

Date:

NEW SPEAKER, NEW LINE

The conversation is crowded into one paragraph. Rewrite it with
correct punctuation and a new line whenever the speaker changes.

THE MAKERSPACE ROVER

At the makerspace Hana held up a loose wheel this part keeps

®e

@0

®@e

(©0]

driver?” asked Hana.

S

the battery,” replied Ben.

“G

t!” cheered Hana. “Our rover can move again.” _

@0

(O]

@e

New speaker = new paragraph. Indent each new line of dialogue.

quotation marks punctuation inside saying verbs new paragraph

Sukindi



Name:

Date:

WHAT WOULD THEY SAY? — PAGE 1

Write two lines of direct speech for each scene. Add quotation marks, punctuation

and precise saying verbs.

I 1. SCIENCE FAIR SURPRISE

A model volcano erupts earlier than expected.

Saying verbs:
.

Fan

(2. L0ST DOG

Two friends notice a friendly dog wearing a name tag.

AN

quotation marks punctuation inside

capital letters

new speaker, new line

~~~~~~~~~~



WHAT WOULD THEY SAY? — PAGE 2

Name: Date:

Write two lines of direct speech for each scene. Follow the extra challenge in each panel.

1. MUSEUM MYSTERY

A guide and a student
find a note beneath a
dinosaur fossil.

Challenge:
Make one line
a qigtion.

P N

A\

\

2.FERRY DELAY

Two travellers learn
that the next ferry
is late.

Saying verbs:

DEPARTURES

e —————r
NEXT FERRY
DELAYED

Challenge:
Make one line
an exclamation.

Saying verbs: and

J

3. SCHOOL GARDEN
DISCOVERY
Two students spot
the first seedling of

the season.

Challenge:

Put a saying verb
before one speech
line and after the
Saying verbs: other.

and

quotation marks punctuation inside precise saying verbs new speaker, new line

~~~~~~~~~~



Name:

Ea CREATE YOUR OWN STORY — PLANNER

Plan a short narrative that includes at least four lines of direct speech.

€@ WHO, WHERE AND WHAT?

Date:

4 . o
Main character

\_ N

Second character

Setting

0 PLAN THE CONVERSATION

Problem or surprise

s

-
SPEAKER EXACT WORD SAYING VERB END MARKT
J
<>
€ STORY PATH ﬁé% 4&
R & N ik
Beginning — What happens first? Middle — How does the Ending — How is the
conversation change things? problem solved?
) N
= .
/L I N J

£

Choose saying verbs that show how each character speaks.

~~~~~~~~~~



Name: Date:

Story title: @
Write your narrative. Begin a new paragraph every time the speaker changes.

¢

FINAL CHECK
|:| My story has a beginning, middle and ending. I:] | began the spoken words with a capital letter.
l:l l included at least four lines of direct speech. I:I | put punctuation inside the closing quotation mark.

D | began a new paragraph when the speaker changed. I:I | used precise saying verbs.

D | used opening and closing quotation marks. D | read my dialogue aloud to check it makes sense.

One change | made after checking:

Sukindi




DIALOGUE DETECTIVE ASSESSMENT — EDITING

Name: Date:

Score: /14 J E} f

The museum dialogue has lost its punctuation and paragraphs. Rewrite it correctly.

l//

~

A NOISE IN THE FOSSIL ROOM

During the museum sleepover the lights flickered

did you see that asked Tahlia

| think the dinosaur moved whispered Noah \\ l //
do not be silly replied Tahlia it is only a sha —@—
Then the alarm beeped

that sound came from the fossil go ri ah

we should tell Mr Chen saiglia

P

Quotation marks — 5 New speaker paragraphs — 2
Capitals and punctuation — 5 Accurate saying verbs — 2

uuuuuuuuu



DIALOGUE DETECTIVE ASSESSMENT — EDITING

Name: ANSWERS Date:

Score: / 14

The museum dialogue has lost its punctuation and paragraphs. Rewrite it correctly.

A NOISE IN THE FOSSIL ROOM

|/ 4
& During the museum sleepover the lights flickered

did you see that asked Tahlia

| think the dinosaur moved whispered Noah ¥ -
> do not be silly replied Tahlia it is only a sha = @—

Then the alarm beeped

that sound came from the fossil zoONEm&ri ah
we should tell Mr Chen sai

—That s came from the fossil-room!” cried-Noah:
—“Wesshould tellMr-Chen,”saidTahtar—————————————

Quotation marks — 5 New speaker paragraphs — 2
Capitals and punctuation — 5 Accurate saying verbs — 2

sssssssss



DIALOGUE DETECTIVE ASSESSMENT — INDEPENDENT WRITING

Name:

N

[ 1 MUSEUM [T

1l

A SECRET BEHIND THE DOOR

Task: “During a museum sleepover, two characters
hear scratching behind a locked archive door.
Write 8-10 sentences that reveal what they discover.”

MUST INCLUDE

[] aclear setting and problem

[] at least four lines of direct speech
[] one question and one exclamation
[] at least three precise saying verbs

[] anew paragraph when the speaker changes

\

/16

Characters

Clues they notice

How the scene ends

Ideas and sequence

Quotation punctuation
New speaker paragraphs

Precise saying verbs
Spelling and presentation

N W W b D

uuuuuuuuu



—ONIN¥YI1—

pupng

:days xaN
:y1buang
‘wa|qoid ayj sanjosal 'slayoeleyd "uoljoe ay} '$}09UU0D
pue Jajoeleyd s|eanal pue wa|qoud oddns anbojelp Ajysed anbojelp "MO||0} 0} ONINVIW
anbojelp aAIsayo) ayj sdojansp @ :2ouanbas ueg|) a)dwis s1 eduanbag pJey aJe seap| JALLYHYYN
O O O O O
"3U0} pue
Jayoeseyd uayjbuaiys "9210A MOYS 0} SqJaA "SqUoA Buikes "pajeadal Jo Buissiw
sqJan |njesoding as12a4d ‘paLieA sasn a|dwis may e sas) ale squan bBuiheg Say¥3IA ONIAVS
O O O O
‘anbojelp "Jnoybno.y} "abueyd
Jabuoj u Ajpuanyy syde.be.ed soxeads sioyeads uaym ‘MO||0} 0} }N2IHIP SHAVY¥OVYVd
sydeibesed sjosuo) -MaU Jed|d Sas) S9UI| MAU dWIOS SO ale siayeadg ¥INVIAS MIN
O O O O
"yoaads jI|ds pue "9pIsul SyJew ‘Aj300.1102 ‘Buissiw
suonewe|oxa ‘suoijsenb pua pue sewwod Sydew pua pu 1ound pue U)o aJe syew NOILYALINN
$]043u02 Aj931RINJ2Y sasn Ajuajsisuo) sjeyded synd A)jer®n pus pue sjejide) 8 STVLIdYD
O O O O
-anbojelp yds ‘SPJOM
Buipnjoui ‘A|3e1n208 ‘noybnouyy Ajg3e1n20e uayods punoue syew "yooads SYYVI
S)Jew s|04u0?) sytew paJied sasn paJtied sasn Ajjensn 18.Ip SHyiew Apiey NOLLYLOND
O O O O
@, O O O
ONIQ330X3 IN3dIINOD ONIAIIHOV ONINNIO3g WISAUES

:a1eQ

RANY SHYVIN NOILYLOND ONISN

:Juapnig

%






https://sukindi.com.au/

We are learning to:

- USe quotation marks to

aracters speak.



| can:

- Use opening and closing g

eaker changes.



Direct speech records the exact wgds o on ’I' SQYS.



Quotation Marks Co

Use one opening quotation mark hgfore firs gral.

Use one closing quotati er the poken word.



Saying Verbs Show Ho

\ 4
Saying verbs represent speaking pLocess
said - asked - replied - er warn eered

Choose a ve @ nes racter’s voice.
i @




Put the comma, full stop, question mark XClC To) Inside the closing

guotation mark.



Capital Letters Begin Sp

Begin the first spoken word with o gopitostter:

Dad said, “The bus is h

racter’s sentence.



Speaker Tag Before tt

Put o comma after the saying verlgbefor@me sf
Mia whispered, “The ba

apital letter.



Speaker Tag After thefSp&ags

\ 4
When the sentence continues int INGerb, 0 cCOMma inside the closing
guotation mark.

“The path is sli n I
€




Split Dialogue

A saying verb con interrupt one charoctegsent

“I can help,” replied Ami Irst step.”

Yo

The second £ 1th cose letter.




Guided Practicg

Rewrite this sentence with correct direct-Seec
where is the map aske

side the closing quotation mark?



Guided Practice | —

“Where is the map?” asked Zoe.

ne spoken words begin ital letter:

T
The question g quotation mark.



Guided Practice

\ 4
Rewrite this split sentence correctlw
| found the clue said Lu ar talold br
Remember w ana ercase second part.

e




Guided Practice 2 —

\ 4
“I found the clue,” said Luca, “n “ge
The saying verb interrup ence, so the second part begins with a
lowercase let

’ﬂ
6 6

°




New Speaker, Ne

\ 4

Start o new paragraph wheneve r chOEes.

“Did you hear that?” as :
“I' think it ca ho hi d Noah.
2 @

|

e




Dialogue Repair Chc

Repair the punctuation and paragsophi

that was amazing chee we t In asked Priya



Dialogue Repair —

“That was amazing!” cheered Max
“Can we try again?” as

ry

d speaker begins a new paragraph.



Ready-to-Write

Before you finish, check:
- paired quotation marks
- 0 capital letter at the st
- punctuation inside the

- O precise Sod

Aa new._Raro
i @
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Using Q

\?»

rks Quiz
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, N\
Question | — True oL#Fc

\ 4

Direct speech records the ex “cter 7US.
TRUE or FALSE?

e

(SN



N\

Answer |

\ 4
en wor!' which are placed inside quotation

TRUE

Direct speech shows the

QX

marks.

-~

’ﬂ
6 6

\ ~



Question 2 — Multipl

Which sentence is punctuated correctly~

A. “The bell rang”, said Mi
B. “The bell rang,” said
C. The bell ra

. “the kell ro

=
~

t



N\

Answer 2

B. “The bell rang,” said Mia.

\ 4
The comma sits inside t@]tontark and the spoken words begin

with a capito

-~

’ﬂ
6 6

\ ~



, N\
Question 3 — Short A#sWw

Which punctuation mao ords a character says?



Answer 3

\ 4

@and one closing mark.

Quotation marks.

They come in o

~

’ﬂ
\00

~



Question 4 — Multipls

Which sentence is correct?

A. “Where is the key,” ask .

B. “Where is the key”? a

C.“Whereist ke .
. Wheregds t U

(SN

~

t



Answer 4y

\ 4
C. “Where is the key?” asked “

The question m n et 0sing quotation mark.

~

’ﬂ
6 6

\ ~




Question S — True Quffc

\ 4
QO yrk Should be placed after

A full stop, comma, question m

the closing quotation ma

TRUE or FALS




N\

Answer S

\ 4
en wor! belongs inside the closing

FALSE

The punctuation that en

quotation m
-




Question 6 — Short A#sw
Replace said with a more pr “
“Keep away fro g d Zo udly and urgently.
p o
1" Qg Q |



Answer 6

“Keep away from the edge,”

Warned shows t rting someone to danger.



What should a writer do when o new chOERcte
A. Stay in the same para
B. Start a hew paragrap
C. Add a bull

. Remaye. th




Answer 7

\ 4

(SN

~

B. Start a new paragraph.
A new line h@ w Whels speaking.

\'0



, N\
Question 8 — Short A#sWw

\ 4
If ow Ll the first step

Rewrite this split dialog

| can help replie

(SN

e



Answer 8

“I can help,” replied Omar, “if

The saying verb 4



Question 9 — Multiple

\ 4

Which word is the saying verb?

“Please wait,” whispered
A. Please
B. wait

=~ L

\o} “




Answer 9
C. whispered “
Whispered t@ Moeagoke.

<>
ks @

(SN




Question 10 — True oaf-c

\ 4
@eg Vith o capital letter.

The first word inside qu

TRUE or FALSE?

~

&

~



Answer |0

\ 4
TRUE “
The spoken words form entence, So the first spoken word begins with
o capital lett

-~
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