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Learning Intention

We are learning to:

• use quotation marks to show direct speech.

• punctuate direct speech in a narrative.

• choose saying verbs that show how characters speak.
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Success Criteria

I can:

• use opening and closing quotation marks.

• begin spoken words with a capital letter.

• put punctuation inside the closing quotation mark.

• start a new paragraph when the speaker changes.
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What Is Direct Speech?

Direct speech records the exact words a person or character says.

The spoken words sit inside quotation marks.

“The tide is coming in,” said Noah.
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Quotation Marks Come in Pairs

Use one opening quotation mark before the first spoken word.

Use one closing quotation mark after the last spoken word.

“The gate is open,” whispered Mae.
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Saying Verbs Show How We Speak

Saying verbs represent speaking processes.

said • asked • replied • whispered • warned • cheered

Choose a verb that matches the character’s voice.
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Punctuation Belongs Inside

Put the comma, full stop, question mark or exclamation mark inside the closing 

quotation mark.

“Are you ready?” asked Ben.

“Watch out!” shouted Aria.
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Capital Letters Begin Spoken Words

Begin the first spoken word with a capital letter.

Dad said, “The bus is here.”

The capital letter belongs to the character’s sentence.
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Speaker Tag Before the Speech

Put a comma after the saying verb before the spoken words.

Mia whispered, “The baby is asleep.”

The spoken words still begin with a capital letter.
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Speaker Tag After the Speech

When the sentence continues into a saying verb, use a comma inside the closing 

quotation mark.

“The path is slippery,” warned Aria.
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Split Dialogue

A saying verb can interrupt one character’s sentence.

“I can help,” replied Amir, “if you show me the first step.”

The second part begins with a lowercase letter.
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Guided Practice 1

Rewrite this sentence with correct direct - speech punctuation:

where is the map asked Zoe

Which punctuation mark belongs inside the closing quotation mark?
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Guided Practice 1 — Answer

“Where is the map?” asked Zoe.

The spoken words begin with a capital letter.

The question mark sits inside the closing quotation mark.
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Guided Practice 2

Rewrite this split sentence correctly:

I found the clue said Luca near the old bridge

Remember the commas and the lowercase second part.
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Guided Practice 2 — Answer

“I found the clue,” said Luca, “near the old bridge.”

The saying verb interrupts one sentence, so the second part begins with a 

lowercase letter.
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New Speaker, New Line

Start a new paragraph whenever the speaker changes.

“Did you hear that?” asked Tahlia.

“I think it came from the hall,” whispered Noah.
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Dialogue Repair Challenge

Repair the punctuation and paragraphing:

that was amazing cheered Max can we try again asked Priya

How many speakers are there?
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Dialogue Repair — Answer

“That was amazing!” cheered Max.

“Can we try again?” asked Priya.

There are two speakers, so the second speaker begins a new paragraph.
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Ready-to-Write Recap

Before you finish, check:

• paired quotation marks

• a capital letter at the start of speech

• punctuation inside the closing mark

• a precise saying verb

• a new paragraph for a new speaker
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Well Done!
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Using Quotation Marks Quiz
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Question 1 — True or False

Direct speech records the exact words a character says.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 1

TRUE

Direct speech shows the exact spoken words, which are placed inside quotation 

marks.
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Question 2 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

A. “The bell rang”, said Mia.

B. “The bell rang,” said Mia.

C. The bell rang,” said Mia.

D. “the bell rang,” said Mia.
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Answer 2

B. “The bell rang,” said Mia.

The comma sits inside the closing quotation mark, and the spoken words begin 

with a capital letter.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Which punctuation marks surround the exact words a character says?
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Answer 3

Quotation marks.

They come in a pair: one opening mark and one closing mark.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence is correct?

A. “Where is the key,” asked Jun.

B. “Where is the key”? asked Jun.

C. “Where is the key?” asked Jun.

D. Where is the key? asked Jun.
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Answer 4

C. “Where is the key?” asked Jun.

The question mark belongs inside the closing quotation mark.
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Question 5 — True or False

A full stop, comma, question mark or exclamation mark should be placed after 

the closing quotation mark.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 5

FALSE

The punctuation that ends the spoken words belongs inside the closing 

quotation mark.
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Question 6 — Short Answer

Replace said with a more precise saying verb:

“Keep away from the edge,” said Zara loudly and urgently.
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Answer 6

“Keep away from the edge,” warned Zara.

Warned shows that Zara is urgently alerting someone to danger.
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Question 7 — Multiple Choice

What should a writer do when a new character begins speaking?

A. Stay in the same paragraph

B. Start a new paragraph

C. Add a bullet point

D. Remove the saying verb
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Answer 7

B. Start a new paragraph.

A new line helps the reader follow who is speaking.
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Question 8 — Short Answer

Rewrite this split dialogue correctly:

I can help replied Omar if you show me the first step
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Answer 8

“I can help,” replied Omar, “if you show me the first step.”

The saying verb interrupts one sentence.
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Question 9 — Multiple Choice

Which word is the saying verb?

“Please wait,” whispered Mae.

A. Please

B. wait

C. whispered

D. MaePR
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Answer 9

C. whispered

Whispered tells the reader how Mae spoke.
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Question 10 — True or False

The first word inside quotation marks usually begins with a capital letter.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 10

TRUE

The spoken words form their own sentence, so the first spoken word begins with 

a capital letter.
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Well Done!
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