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Teacher guide — start here

Purpose and evidence

Year 3 English. Find known bases and real prefixes to read a longer word and explain it 

in context. Final evidence: six mixed cases plus meanings in two sentence contexts.

Preparation and diagnostic

Prepare word-part cards, counters or clips and pencils. Show help/helpful/unhelpful and 

uncle without answers. Ask learners to read and explain; record whether they use a real 

base and context.

Lesson 1 — familiar base

Model help, helpful and unhelpful with R1. Compare uncle. Use R2 cards 1–3. Partners 

explain two further cases orally; ask each learner for one visible or spoken explanation.

Lesson 2 — add a prefix

Model re + play and dis + agree in sentences. Complete R3 guided page, then change the 

condition: compare a genuine example with a look-alike. Check base, prefix meaning and 

sentence.
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Teacher guide — practise

Lesson 3 — segment meaningfully

Demonstrate one full R4 game turn, including an incorrect response and constructive 

correction. Learners complete R3 core page and play all 12 challenges. Observe reasons, 

not just turn-taking.

Lesson 4 — read in context

Model reread in its sentence. Learners complete R3 transfer and R5 rehearsal pages. Give 

one criterion-linked correction, then ask for a new application.

Routes and access

Support: orally familiar stable bases and detachable pieces. Core: mixed real words and 

nonexamples. Extension: a new real family member and a justified counterexample. Allow 

oral dictation or larger print without removing the concept.

Accuracy cautions

Do not build every possible word in a matrix. A real base must relate to the whole-word 

meaning. Mis- commonly means wrongly, not merely not. A look-alike starting string is 

not automatically a prefix.
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Teacher guide — assess

Lesson 5 — independent transfer

Use R6 without displaying its answer page. Ask each learner to read six mixed examples, 

identify genuine prefix and base when present and explain two whole words in their 

sentence contexts.

Marking and next step

Use the R6 paired marking page and R7 four-criterion rubric. Record an actual response, 

not an effort grade. Reteach a missing base meaning, sentence check or look-alike 

contrast as indicated.

Teacher key and accepted responses

The game key appears on cards 7–12 and may be folded or covered. Accept equivalent 

supported explanations and accessible response modes. Do not mark down a justified 

alternative interpretation.

Resource order

Display → worked and contrast cards → guided/core/transfer practice with paired 

answers → game → rehearsal with paired answers → independent assessment with 

paired marking → rubric.
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