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Our Book-Study Journey

We will explore:

• how stories are built

• what character clues reveal

• how readers infer a theme

• how to retell and summarise

• how to create a new adventure
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Lesson 1: Story Ingredients

A narrative usually includes:

• characters — who the story is about

• setting — where and when it happens

• problem — what needs to change

• events — the steps towards an outcome

• solution — how the problem is worked out
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Build a Story Map

1. Meet the character.

2. Notice the setting.

3. Identify the problem.

4. Sequence the key events.

5. Explain the solution.

A clear map helps us see how one event leads to the next.PREVIEW



Setting, Problem and Solution

Setting: Saturday morning at a neighbourhood market.

Problem: A delivery basket loses a wheel.

Events: The carrier gathers the rolls, asks for string and repairs the wheel.

Solution: The bread reaches the shop safely.

Notice how each event moves the story forward.
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Turn and Talk

Choose a familiar story.

Tell a partner:

• Who is the main character?

• Where and when does it happen?

• What is the problem?

• Which events matter most?

• How is the problem solved?PREVIEW



Lesson 2: Character Clues

Authors show character through:

• actions

• words

• thoughts

• feelings

Readers combine these clues to infer a trait.PREVIEW



What Actions Reveal

Mia finds a lost basket and returns it to its owner.

What does this action suggest?

Possible traits: honest, responsible, caring.

Strong readers name the clue and explain how it supports the trait.
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Compare Characters

Character A asks for help and listens to advice.

Character B keeps trying alone.

Alike: Both want to solve the problem.

Different: They choose different strategies.

Use evidence: ‘I think ___ because ___.’
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Lesson 3: Big Ideas

A theme is a message or big idea that a reader infers.

Common themes include:

• teamwork

• courage

• kindness

• perseverance

A theme is more than one word: explain what the story suggests about it.
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Find a Theme

Look for three clues:

1. Important events

2. Character choices

3. The final outcome

Events + choices + outcome = a possible message.

Example: Working together can make a difficult job possible.PREVIEW



Lesson 4: Retell in Order

A retell follows the story sequence.

Include:

• the beginning

• the important middle events

• the ending

Leave out details that do not help the listener understand what happened.PREVIEW



Sequence Words

Use words that guide the listener:

First …

Next …

Then …

After that …

Finally …

Check that each sentence links logically to the next.PREVIEW



Retell or Summary?

RETELL

• follows the event sequence

• may include several important details

SUMMARY

• gives only the most important ideas

• is shorter and uses your own words

Both must be accurate and clear.PREVIEW



Lesson 5: A New Adventure

Create something original by changing one or more elements:

• a new setting

• a new object in the basket

• a surprising problem

• different attempts

• a satisfying solution

PREVIEW



Plan the Setting and Problem

Imagine a basket at a train station.

Who carries it?

What is inside?

Where must it go?

What unexpected problem happens?

Choose details that can lead to interesting events.PREVIEW



Help a Character Solve It

A strong middle often includes:

• Attempt 1 — it does not quite work

• Attempt 2 — the character learns something

• Solution — the character uses a better plan

The solution should grow from the earlier events.
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Draft, Check, Improve

Draft your beginning, middle and ending.

Then check:

• capitals and punctuation

• sequence words

• strong verbs

• clear character clues

• a problem and fitting solution
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Share and Reflect

Read your adventure to a partner.

Partner feedback:

• One part that was clear …

• One character clue I noticed …

• One question I still have …

• One detail that could be strengthened …

PREVIEW



Well Done!
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The Shopping Basket Book Study 
Quiz
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Question 1 — True or False

A setting tells where and when a story happens.

TRUE or FALSE?

PREVIEW



Answer 1

TRUE

The setting gives the reader place and time clues.
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Question 2 — Multiple Choice

Which event is a solution?

A. The basket disappears.

B. The child asks for help.

C. The missing basket is found and returned.

D. The character worries.

PREVIEW



Answer 2

C. The missing basket is found and returned.

A solution shows how the problem is worked out.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Name three parts of a story map.
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Answer 3

Any three of:

• character

• setting

• problem

• events

• solution
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which clue best shows a character is caring?

A. They hide a classmate’s book.

B. They stop to help someone gather dropped groceries.

C. They rush past a person who needs help.

D. They refuse to share.
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Answer 4

B. They stop to help someone gather dropped groceries.

The action provides evidence of care for another person.
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Question 5 — True or False

A summary includes every tiny detail.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 5

FALSE

A summary gives only the most important ideas.

PREVIEW



Question 6 — Multiple Choice

Which sequence word best introduces the next event?

A. Finally

B. Next

C. Before

D. Because
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Answer 6

B. Next

‘Next’ signals that another event follows.
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Question 7 — Short Answer

What is a solution in a story?
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Answer 7

A solution is how the problem is fixed or worked out.
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Question 8 — Multiple Choice

Which event is the strongest evidence that a character is brave?

A. They avoid every challenge.

B. They complain about a simple task.

C. They enter a dark storeroom to help a friend.

D. They wait for someone else to act.

PREVIEW



Answer 8

C. They enter a dark storeroom to help a friend.

The action shows courage even when the situation feels difficult.
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Question 9 — True or False

A new adventure still needs a problem and a solution.

TRUE or FALSE?
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Answer 9

TRUE

The problem and solution help the new narrative feel complete.
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Question 10 — Short Answer

Give one way an author can make a character interesting.
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Answer 10

Suggested answer:

Show distinctive actions, words, feelings, choices or traits.
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Well Done!
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