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We Are Learning To

Identify central ideas, select essential details, paraphrase accurately and 

synthesise across sources.

SUCCESS LOOKS LIKE

• I can explain the main message.

• I can justify what I include and omit.

• I can preserve meaning in my own words.
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What Is A Summary?

A summary is a concise, accurate account of a text's most important 

meaning.

It includes the central idea and essential details.

It leaves out repetition, examples and minor description.

It uses the summariser's own words.
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Why Summarise?

Summarising helps readers:

• check understanding

• remember key information

• compare texts

• explain learning efficiently

A strong summary is shorter than the source but faithful to it.
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The Summary Filter

Ask four questions before a detail enters your summary:

1. Does it explain the central idea?

2. Would the meaning change without it?

3. Is it evidence, or only an example?

4. Can I combine it with another idea?
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Main Idea, Details, Extras

MAIN IDEA — what the whole text is mainly saying

ESSENTIAL DETAIL — information needed to explain that idea

EXTRA — an interesting example, description or repeated point

Test: remove the detail. If the core meaning survives, it may be extra.
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Guided Text: Night Gardens

A community garden opens on two summer evenings each week. Solar 

lights mark safe paths while volunteers run short workshops. The later 

hours help shift workers visit, but organisers dim unused lights so 

nocturnal insects are disturbed less. Attendance has doubled since the 

trial began.
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Model The Thinking

CENTRAL IDEA

Evening hours have made the garden more accessible while organisers limit light impacts.

ESSENTIAL DETAILS

• solar lights support safe access

• unused lights are dimmed for insects

• attendance has doubled

EXTRA

Workshops are short.
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Paraphrasing In Three Moves

1. Read for meaning, then look away.

2. Change both vocabulary and sentence structure.

3. Compare with the source: same meaning, no new claim.

Do not replace only one or two words. That is patchwriting, not 

paraphrasing.
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Paraphrase Model

ORIGINAL

The later hours help shift workers visit, but organisers dim unused lights so 

nocturnal insects are disturbed less.

PARAPHRASE

Opening in the evening improves access for people who work late, while 

reduced lighting helps protect night-active insects.
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Fiction: Somebody–wanted–but–so–then

SOMEBODY — central character

WANTED — goal or motivation

BUT — main problem

SO — key action or turning point

THEN — resolution or change

Include only events that move the problem towards its resolution.
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Fiction Practice

During a heatwave, Mia tried to save the last living wattle seedling. The 

water tank was nearly empty, so she used small amounts of drinking 

water. After finding an air-conditioner drip, she and the caretaker 

redirected it to the garden. The plant survived, and the class installed a 

permanent collection tube.
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Fiction Model

During a heatwave, Mia tried to save the school's last living wattle 

seedling despite an almost-empty tank. She found a steady drip and 

worked with the caretaker to redirect it. The wattle survived, and the class 

installed a permanent collection tube for future plants.

Notice: minor descriptions were omitted.
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Informational: Central Idea + Key Facts

Start with the central idea. Add only facts that explain how, why, when or 

with what result.

Connect related ideas rather than listing them.

Use precise subject vocabulary, but paraphrase the surrounding 

explanation.

Keep a neutral, factual tone.
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Informational Practice

Mangrove roots slow waves and trap sediment, reducing coastal erosion. 

The sheltered roots provide nursery habitat for young fish and crabs. 

Mangrove soils also store carbon. Clearing and pollution can damage 

these habitats, so communities restore them through planting, waste 

removal and better water quality.
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Informational Model

Mangroves protect coasts by reducing erosion and sheltering young 

animals. Their soils also capture and store carbon. Because clearing and 

pollution damage these ecosystems, communities restore them through 

planting, waste removal and improved water quality.

The sentences are connected, not listed.
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Persuasive: Claim + Reasons

Summarise a persuasive text by identifying:

• the author's main claim

• the strongest reasons or evidence

• any qualification or limitation

Do not copy persuasive exaggeration into your summary. Report the 

position in neutral language.
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Check Tone And Bias

Loaded language pushes the reader to judge: brilliant rescue, gloomy waste, short-

sighted critic.

Ask:

• Is this checkable fact or opinion?

• Whose viewpoint is missing?

• Does the wording overpromise?

• What neutral verb would preserve the meaning?
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Make It Neutral

LOADED

Only the most short-sighted critic would object to this brilliant rescue.

NEUTRAL

Supporters describe the proposal as a way to improve the unused space.

The neutral version reports the viewpoint without insulting people or promising 

success.
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Synthesise: Connect, Don't Stack

A synthesis is more than Source A followed by Source B.

1. State the shared idea.

2. Add evidence or explanation from each source.

3. Show a key difference or limitation.

4. Explain the combined understanding.

Use source signals to make the relationship clear.
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Source A

Many birds migrate at night. Bright city lights can confuse them and 

increase building collisions. Several monitored buildings recorded fewer 

collisions when non-essential lights were reduced during peak migration.

Source A contributes the problem and measured evidence.
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Source B

Sensors, closed blinds, shielded outdoor lights and visible window patterns 

can reduce collision risks. Community scientists also map hotspots. 

However, building changes do not replace protection of feeding and 

nesting habitats.

Source B contributes responses and a limitation.
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Synthesis Model

Both sources explain that urban buildings can endanger night-migrating 

birds. Source A links bright lights to confusion and reports fewer collisions 

when lights are reduced. Source B adds practical building changes. 

Together, they show how evidence can guide action, while Source B 

cautions that habitat protection is still necessary.
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Final Self-check

Before submitting, ask:

□ Did I state the main idea?

□ Did I select essential evidence?

□ Did I omit examples and repetition?

□ Did I paraphrase without changing meaning?

□ Did I connect ideas logically?

□ Is my tone accurate and neutral?

□ If using sources, did I include a difference or limitation?
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Well Done!
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Summarising
Quiz
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Question 1

Which statement best defines a summary?

A. A copy of every sentence

B. A concise account of the central idea and essential details

C. A personal opinion about the text

D. A list of interesting examples
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Answer 1

B. A concise account of the central idea and essential details.

A summary is shorter than the source, faithful to its meaning and written 

mostly in the summariser's own words.
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A school measured 54°C on an asphalt court and 31°C on a shaded path. It will trial 

a reflective coating and plant trees.

What is the main idea?

A. Trees are always best.

B. The school is using evidence to test ways to cool hot areas.

C. Asphalt is black.

D. The audit happened at lunch.

Question 2
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B. The school is using evidence to test ways to cool hot areas.

It connects the problem, the evidence and the planned response. The other 

options are minor, unsupported or incomplete.

Answer 2
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TRUE OR FALSE

A summary should include every statistic because all numbers are 

important.

Be ready to justify your answer.

Question 3
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FALSE.

Include a statistic only when it helps explain the central idea or provides 

essential evidence. Minor or repeated numbers can be omitted.

Answer 3
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Which is the strongest paraphrase?

Original: Bright city lights can confuse night-migrating birds.

A. Bright city lights confuse birds that migrate at night.

B. Artificial light in cities can disrupt birds travelling after dark.

C. All city lighting harms every bird.

D. Birds dislike bright places.

Question 4
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B. Artificial light in cities can disrupt birds travelling after dark.

It changes vocabulary and structure while preserving the source meaning. 

A copies the structure; C and D alter the claim.

Answer 4
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SHORT ANSWER

For a fiction summary, name the five parts in the Somebody–Wanted–

But–So–Then frame.

Question 5
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Somebody — central character

Wanted — goal

But — main problem

So — key action or turning point

Then — resolution or change

Answer 5
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Which sentence is most suitable for an informational summary?

A. Mangroves are totally amazing forests.

B. Mangroves have roots, fish, birds, crabs, mud and leaves.

C. Mangroves reduce erosion, support wildlife and store carbon.

D. I think everyone should visit a mangrove.

Question 6

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



C. Mangroves reduce erosion, support wildlife and store carbon.

It connects the central idea with essential facts in a neutral tone.

Answer 6
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Which phrase is loaded language?

A. a six-month trial

B. water clarity has not been measured

C. a genius rule that will save every turtle

D. electric motors below 5 knots

Question 7
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C. a genius rule that will save every turtle

“Genius” is a judgement and “every” overpromises an outcome. A neutral 

summary would report the proposed trial and its stated aim.

Answer 7
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TRUE OR FALSE

If a source says a trial aims to reduce noise, a neutral summary may state 

that noise will definitely decrease.

Question 8
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FALSE.

An aim is not a proven result. Preserve the uncertainty: “The trial aims to 

reduce noise,” or “The proposal is intended to reduce noise.”

Answer 8
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Two sources share the idea that building changes can reduce bird collisions. Source 

B also says these changes do not replace habitat protection.

What must a strong synthesis include?

A. Only the shared idea

B. Only Source B

C. The shared idea and the important limitation

D. Every example from both texts

Question 9
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C. The shared idea and the important limitation.

A synthesis connects the sources and retains a difference, qualification or 

limit that changes the combined understanding.

Answer 9
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SHORT ANSWER

Name one kind of detail you would omit from a summary, and explain 

why it can be omitted.

Question 10
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Sample answer:

I would omit a repeated example because the central idea and essential 

evidence already communicate the source's meaning.

Other valid choices may include decorative description, minor statistics or 

side facts, with a clear justification.

Answer 10
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Well Done!
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