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Teacher guide: suffix decisions

Five lessons of 45-60 minutes. Students form, read and explain
real suffixed words. The final evidence is an unfamiliar word, o

sentence and an accurate spelling reason.

Prepare

key. Cut
line

Print the worked cards, practice sheets, game cards a
the cards. Have counters or clips and pencils rea
dictionary is required.

Decision routine

1. Nome the base and suffix 2. Insyect bdse’s final letters. 3.
Form a real word. 4. Reg#its s e. 5. Explain the choice.

Boundaries

For the -ingMed examples, double a one-syllable short-vowel
base en in one consonant, excluding final w, x and y. Drop a final
silent e befo® -ing. Change consonant + y to i before -er or -ed; keep
y after a vowel. Do not treat these as rules for every English word.

Access

Support: rehearse a familiar base orally and move word-part cards.
Core: decide among mixed cases and read the sentence. Extension:
test a new real word and a counterexample. Accept oral, scribed or
typed responses where writing mechanics are not the target.
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Lessons 1-3: model, discriminate, explain

Lesson 1- Base and suffix roles

Diagnose hop + ing and hope + ing without answers. Use R1 and R2
cards 1-3. Think aloud what the base means, what -ing adds, and
why hopping differs from hoping. Partners explain one further card.
Record each learner’s oral or written reason.

Lesson 2 - One bounded decision

Revisit only the insecure diagnostic case. Model
+ing. One short vowel before one final cons
the oo vowel team in look does not. Com
learners to explain the changed congli

nt

e

Lesson 3 - Compar

Check foPprogress

Listen for a real formed word, a sentence reading and a specific
condition. If a learner guesses, return to the base’s final letters. Avoid
unrestricted word matrices: only meaningful words belong in the set.

NNNNNNNN



Lessons 4-5: context and independent evidence

Lesson 4 - Read complete words in context

Use R3 transfer page 3, then R5’s fresh paragraph and claim repair.
Model one item only. Learners fill words in context, explain two
different decisions and repair “lookking” by naming the oo vowel
team. Give one precise correction, then ask for a fresh attempt.

Lesson 5 - Assess and respond

concept, procedure, reason and tro
evidence.

Marking and next s)€p

exogt closed answers and sample open
ate explanation. A correct word
¥ oeted practice; a sound reason with a

The red marking pgaes

Key words and preparation

Use base, suffix, syllable, doubling and meaning in talk. Retrieve prefix
only briefly. Keep word-part cards, counters or clips and pencils
available. No student needs a new digital account or a dictionary
task.
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Three suffix decisions

hop +ing = hopping :
S

))

Double p

Drop %\

happ
hangeytoi

play +ing = playing

Keep y after a vowel
Name the Check 3 Form f“ )\ Read
base. the end. the word. " ™% the sentence.
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{hOp]+ ing = hopping

. \
S _‘\ “

The rabbit is hopping over a log.

2

.
Reason:

Double p: one short vowel,
one final consonant.

\

[ hopej + in

[ happyj + er
Ava felt happier after talking.

Reason:
Consonant +y changes to i.
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O play + ing =

The children are playing chess.

Ben is runninc

Dad is making lunch.

\,

Keep y after a vowel. ~

el ing\Q/ ning
Mopte. ~ g, il

l Drop the final silent e. I N

playing




= looking

We are looking at the map.

l

----- Reason: l

g No doubling: oo is a vowel
team, not one shorfvowel. |

8 jump + ed\
\:\;‘/{ %g Jamped into the pond.

) p€ason:
N #% ’ No doubling: the base ends

"?% in mp.

7Y

9 enjoy + ed = enjoyed

We enjoyed the story.

Reason:
Keep y after a vowel.
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\.

Sam is fixing the bike.

Do not double final x.

fix + ing = fixing

—

Double

The audience i

clap +ing = ¢z

@r -vowel CVC base.

Answer:

clapping

s

-

Nora is smiling at her friend.

smile + ing = smiling

Drop final silent e.

Answer:
smiling

J
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Name:

Guided suffix decisions

Build each word. Write why its spelling changes or stays the same.

[ )
L (_hop ]+ [ ing J={hopping |
The rabbit is hopping over a log. >
Word: ___hopping @——;ﬂy,

Reason: _ Double p.
. J
-

2.[hope]+ 1

Mia is for su \
Word:

Reason:

A\

Z

/

9
~
3. Lhap

Ava fe after talking.

Word:

Reason:
_ P

4. (play )+ (g )| ) ]

The children are chess.

Word:

Reason:
\
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Name: ANSWERS
Guided suffix decisions

Build each word. Write why its spelling changes or stays the same.

(
1. hop - UOpplng
s
The rabbit is hopping over a log. >
Word: ___hopping W(f_;:—:’li@f,
Reason: _ Double p.
X P,
4 E
2. [ hope hopin
Mia is hoping  for sun \
Word: _hoping
Reason: Drop the fin
J
“\
=[ happier ]
Ava fe happier  qfter talking.
Word: _ happler
Reason: Consonant +y changes to i.
N .,
- )
4. | play |+ = [ playing ]
The children are __ playing  chess.
Word: _ playing
Reason: Keepy after a vowel.

e
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Name: i)

¥ i

root

Mixed suffix decisions word

Write the complete word and a short reason for each choice.

1. run+ing
Ben is to the gate.

Word: Reason:

suffix

2. make +ing
Dad is lunch.

Word: Reason:

3. look +ing
We are at the map.

Word: Reaso

4. jump +ed
The frog

Word: Reason:

5. enjoy+ed
We the story.

Word: Reason:

6. fix+ing
Sam is the bike.

Word: Reason:

Sukindi




root ;
Mixed suffix decisions o 13“

Write the complete word and a short reason for each choice.

1. run+ing
Benis running to the gate.

Word: running Reason: Double n: short-vowel CVC.

2. make +ing
Dad is _making lunch.

Word: making Reason: Drggffinal s
3. look+ing
We are looking at the map.
word: looking Reasc NP NO double: oo is a vowel team.

4. jump +ed
The frog isaReNigfto ond.

Word: d Reason: No doubling: ends in mp.

5. enjoy +ed
We enjoyed the story.

Word: enjoyed Reason: Keepy after a vowel.

6. fix+ing
Samis fixing the bike.

Word: ﬁXing Reason: Do not double x.
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N
Name: base wori>

Try a new base <

Build each word, finish the sentence and explain your decision.

1. clap +ing

The audience is

My reason: $

2. smile +ing \

Nora is at her friend.

My reason:

3. try ¥ed

I a new puzzle.

My reason:

( R

Read one complete sentence aloud.
What does the complete word mean?

N J
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Name: ANSWERS bas?wol’D

Try anew base <}

Build each word, finish the sentence and explain your decision.

1. clap +ing
The audience is ClOPPing
My reason: Double p: short-vowel CVC.

%

at her friend.

2. smile +ing

Nora is

My reason: Dr

3. try +ed

I tried a new puzzle.

My reason: _Consonant + y changes to .

r ™)
Read one complete sentence aloud.
What does the complete word mean?

Clapping means striking hands together to applaud.

. J
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Choose and justify suffix trail o2

\in9

pe\ :

Add the right suffix. Say the word. Explain your spelling choice.  \yelpS bl)?N‘-

Move along the trail as you go! 1deas 9"
Directions Worked turn
1. Two players. Use a counter each.

2. Start at 1. o o

3. On your turn, take the next card. make + ing = makmg
Say the complete word and explain Drop final silent e.
the spelling choice.

4. Your partner checks the teacher key.

ol

. A correct reason moves you one space.

6. If the answer needs work, discuss and
try that card again.

7. Finish after all 12 cards.

Equipment

Cards, counters, pencils, teach

NNNNNNNN



o, Quffix trail cards 1-6 %«
c“a“ge;‘g u ' ‘“\";Se =5
: m:;':;ze:ence- Cut out the cards. Read the word parts and sentence. Cho™.

|ain:
Fill in the blank. Say why. Exp

The rabbit dWay. Mia is f

{Say why.

o

Ava felt

[Say why.

run [+ ing

=

' Beniis fast.

(Say why. J [Say why. ]
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Suffix trail cards 712 i

\n‘

away.

f

Q L7 fix +ing
. am is the bike.
E @ Say why.

e e —

11 clap +ing 12 stay +ed

They are after school.

oudly. | We

Say why.

— LEARNING—



-, Teacher key: cards 1-6 -

(*‘y hopped double p: short-vowel CVC

hoping drop silent e

happler co@z changes to i

p| aye@ y after a vowel
5 Q' double n: short-vowel CVC

maklﬂg drop silent e

Ask the player to explain, then check.
Accept an accurate reason @
in their own words.

— LEARNING—



Teacher key: cards 7-12

- — ho double: oo is a
0 |00klﬂg vowel team

0 jumped - ?:ﬂ;‘m&e e

en Joyed @Yfer a vowel

@ f|x do not double x

o — double p: short-vowel
m QQPP'"Q ove

@ Stayed — keep y after a vowel

A real word and an accurate
reason matter more than speed.

— LEARNING—



Name:

Suffix decisions in a paragraph

Leo was (hope + ing) for a sunny _:\\ X
afternoon. He was (plan + ing) a game CK\\) 7

for the class. He was (make + ing) signs ﬁ

while his friends were (play + ing)

Everyone felt (happy + er) when the
rain stopped.

L

Write the complete word for each one.

1: N\

Why does ndQbefore -ing?

AW N

Why does hope change differently?

Sukindi




Name: ANSWERS

Suffix decisions in a paragraph

.

: I
Leo was (hope + ing) hoping for q sunny _\\\ ///_
afternoon. He was (plan + ing) planning ¢ game CC/-\’B 7 X

for the class. He was (make + ing) Making signs

while his friends were (play + ing) Playing .
Everyone felt (happy + er) happier when the
rain stopped.

Write the complete word for each one.

hoping
planning

2.
3. making
4. playing
5. happier
Why does efore -ing?
Plan is a -vowel CVC base, so double n before -ing.

Why does hope change differently?

Hope ends in silent e, so drop e before -ing.

Sukindi




Name:

. ’ : \
Repair a spelling claim P,

so look becomes lookking.

Every base ending in one consonant doubles before -ing,

What is the correct word? Explain why the claim fails for look.

Hint: Check the vowel before the onsgant.
(/

1. clap + ing: Write a complg#€ se

with this word. Explain the spelling.

2. stay + ed: Write a complete sentence with this word. Explain the spelling.

NV
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vame: __ ANSWERS \
Repair a spelling claim .

Every base ending in one consonant doubles before -ing,
so look becomes lookking.

What is the correct word? Explain why the claim fails for look.

The correct word is looking. The oo is a vowel team, not one short
vowel, so do not double k.

Hint: Check the vowel before the onSgffant.
(/

1. clap +ing: Write a complg#® se c@with this word. Explain the spelling.

The audience is clappin®
Double p in thiggs vC base.

2. stay + ed: Write a complete sentence with this word. Explain the spelling.

We stayed after school.
Keep y after a vowel.

\l/
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|l word parts
Name: WS‘;T(Z a big difference.

———
-~
e ]

Suffix decisions: independent check

@ Make the new word. Write it on the line.

1. stop+ing = 3. cry+ed =

2. bake +ing = 4. rain+ing =

Choose TWO different decisions. Give a specific reason for each.

Decision 1:

Reason:

Decision 2:

Reason:

@ Comp

At the school fafLina was (bake + ing) while her friends

were (clap + ing) : SCHOOL FAIR

~

J‘VL|"-.\”".]

read tfie sentence aloud. Explain one word’s meaning or spelling.

Explain one word’s meaning or spelling:

Words

help big

ideas grow:
Sukindi
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Name: AN SWE RS Small qud Parts | /

-
-
- T
e s —

Suffix decisions: independent check

@ Make the new word. Write it on the line.
1. stop+ing = _Stopping 3. cry+ed = _cried

2. bake +ing = baking 4. rain+ing = raining

Choose TWO different decisions. Give a specific reason for each.

Decision 1: _Stop + ing = stopping
Reason: One short vowel and one final consonant: d e

Decision 2: bake + ing = bakin
Reason: Drop the final sile

read tfie sentence aloud. Explain one word’s meaning or spelling.

At the school falLina was (bake + ing) baking while her friends
were (clap + ing) Clapping

SCHOOL FAIR

SR

R 1Pavaracashllli
Clapping means striking hands together to applaud; clap doubles p before -ing.

Explain one word’s meaning or spelling:

(Words
help b‘gv

|deaS grow-

Accept any two different correct decisions with specific reasons and accurate oral reading.

Sukindi



Name:

™ ° \\
Learning evidence rubric

Suffix Decisions that Work

Using what we know about suffixes to spell, understand and use words.

Needs teaching

Developing with
support

Target met
dependently

communication

Evidence obsg

response with support

Concept / Inaccurate spelling Correct on familiar t fresh
accuracy choice cases with a decision
Application / Cannot form and use | Usgs a YgRd orms and reads
procedure the word yet te[S\@ro the word in the task
Reason / Guess or rule evant ¥etail Specific evidence
evidence prompting for the decision
Transfer / Clear familiar Clear fresh sentence

and explanation

Next teaching step:
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A\

"\

Our learning-Qot

) 4

Form an W Wit o suffix.

P19 cha¥ges or stays the same.

> Then try hope + Ing.



A\

"\

Words with par

) 4

A base carries the 1N

A suffix |

ONFPNOop.

toghe erfd: -ing.

eat I spoken word.
ginning; today we focus on

suffixes.



Three decisi

) 4

Nnol Sfix.

he base.

e bas

the e

Name

ord and read its sentence.

Inal letters made you do.



Hop becomes hOpE

) 4

hop + INg =WOPWC

e S VO one final consonant.
le pJoefore -ing.
rab hopping over a log.

.

-

&

Hop has on




Hope become

hopg + InNg WhopNe

Drop before -ing.
for sunshine.

alike but mean different things.



Your turn: hapi

) 4

NQOPY +Rr =
V r talking.

t
let mes_ust before the final y?

hic

ond say your reason.




Why happis

happy + er Whoowler

A consonant ,s0 Yy changes to i.

appier after talking.



A useful co

play + ing FoloaUwo

MeSs

y, SO keep y.

A VOW

he en oge playing chess.

pol aying with happier.




A\

"\
Onhe complete ¢ gMeNyIr




A\

An independent ghaie \‘

\ 4
Card: rurgkt Ing
Ba#'ls e gate.
Form th before checking the key.
fin ers

2!

led to your choice?




A\

A claim 1o correst

) 4

“Look becomes lgokkingWecat@e it'ends in k.”

rect oking.
The 00 IS team, not one short vowel.

le X In fiXxing either.



A\

Read a fresh pgragrg o)

) 4

Leo was hopigg for omunnEmaftérnoon.

He was pl ng o nd making signs.
nds were playing.

hoping change differently?



A\

"\
Three ways to pffqttise

) 4

Support: say familiar bases c@d rEve W@ -part cards.

Core: build mixed naluse tIem in sentences.

4 O fresi®real word and one
example.

gives a spelling reason.



A\

Independent ghesi N

Complete the mixed word d

ISioMWIThout a model.

Give two spegC reas different decisions.

ool-fair sentence aloud.

e complete word.



A\

Use your evigentg

) 4

"\

Which final letters gui@ed y&r aecision?

Point to one you and state o reason.

If 0 cose was ome.the condition to check next

time.

.

-

e

\ 4




What we nho

Double a short-vowelCVC b®e in@ese taught cases.

Inal si efore -ing.
nt +y to 1 before -er or -ed.

iIngful word In its sentence.
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Ques’rio

|o+|n =7

okes the complete word?




Answer

o]
le, s

t-vowel CVC base.

"then read the sentence.



Questio

Mia | fosuns®me.
e+ INg="7
thig”iffers from hopping.
% 6
Re

-



Answer

before -Ing.

o different base from hop.



@

Questio

) 4

y +
etters that matter.




Answer 2

) 4

A consonant co bef o change y to i1 before



Questio

he g®te.

only the rule name.




Answer

NI

ort w@wel af one final consonant.
o]

efore -ing.

.

\ee

Run has one




Questiong

W ches®:
y + INgP=7?
thdiffg#nt from happy + er?
&£
Re

-



Answer %

) 4

playi
ofte

Kee el in play.

Happier ch y tQ | because a consonant

ecedes y.



Question@

) 4
A stu QOO ing”
ot isgghe coreect word?

t

t olgie claim is wrong?

P

-

Re




Answer £

) 4

Ki
owesteam, &t one short vowel.
oo, ‘o]] ondition does not apply.

.

\00

The 00 IS
The




Questio

uffix oke

INQ.
nch.

DOC#S
e Worad

d justify the spelling.

.

\00

S
F




Answer

Dro before -ing.

Dad preparing lunch.



Questio

comp nd hop + ed.

How do th'®

@

\ 4

jump

gial letters change the result?

\'90




Answer £

) 4

JjJumped ke - h@ped®oubles p.

Ju N two®€onsonants.

-vowel CVC base.



Questio

) 4
Noroj ﬁerf >Nnd.
e + INY=7?
h&&Oom ed sentence aloud.
e




Answer §

before -ing.

g at her friend.”



Questio

Why Is s@i
What doe

speled thet way?

plete

ec rd mean in Nora’s

ence?



Answer I€

) 4

ni

eo@s sho

Smile ends In silg drops before -ing.

Smili g o smile now.

0 (o egflivalent explanation.




Questio

Claim: “Ever

Is that al

ny changesytol.”

ue? Give o counterexample.

\'90




Answer

No. play + ing z INngWstay ¥ ed = stayed.

ee ofte owel.

h e- oice IS bounded.




Questio




Answer

clopp®g
base, so double p.

Clap Is a shgg#~vow

Target evid dependently form, read and

@

\ 4

INn the word.
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