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What Is Subitising?

Subitising means knowing how many are in a small group without counting 

each one.
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Step 1: Look

Look at the whole collection.

Try not to point or count one by one.
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Step 2: Think

Think about a pattern you know, such as a dice pattern, fingers or a five - frame.
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Step 3: Say

Say the number you see.

Then explain what helped you know.
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Patterns on Dice

Dice dots stay in familiar places.

These regular patterns help us recognise 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 quickly.
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Patterns on Fingers

Fingers can show the same numbers in a different way.

Look at the whole hand shape.
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Patterns on a Five-Frame

A five- frame has five spaces.

Filled spaces help us see how many and how many more make 5.
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Same Number, New Arrangement

A collection can be moved into a different arrangement and still have the same 

number.
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Quick Look: Regular Pattern

● ●

● ●

How many did you see?
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Quick Look Answer

4

The four dots make a familiar square pattern.
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Quick Look: Irregular Pattern

● ●

●

How many did you see?
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Quick Look Answer

3

The dots are spread out, but the collection still has three.
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Match the Representations

The numeral 5, five fingers, five dots and a full five - frame all show the same 

quantity.
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Which Group Has More?

Group A:  ● ●

Group B:  ● ● ● ●

Which group has more?
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More Answer

Group B has more.

4 is more than 2.
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Which Group Has Less?

Group A:  ● ● ● ● ●

Group B:  ● ● ●

Which group has less?
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Less Answer

Group B has less.

3 is less than 5.

Try quick looks with classroom objects.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
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Subitising 
Collections
to 5 Quiz
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Question 1

How many dots are in this regular pattern?

● ●

● ●

A. 2     B. 3     C. 4     D. 5
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Answer 1

C. 4

The dots make a familiar square pattern.

PREVIEW



Question 2

True or false?

This collection shows 3.

●

● ●
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Answer 2

True

There are 3 dots in the collection.
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Question 3

Write the number shown.

● ●
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Answer 3

2
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Question 4

Which option shows 5?

A. ● ●

B. ● ● ●

C. ● ● ● ● ●

D. ●
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Answer 4

C.  ● ● ● ● ●
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Question 5

True or false?

● ● ● ● and     ● ●

● ●

show the same amount.
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Answer 5

True

Both collections show 4.
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Question 6

A hand is holding up three fingers.

Write the number.

PREVIEW



Answer 6

3

PREVIEW



Question 7

Which group has more?

A. ● ● B. ● ● ● ● C. ● D. ● ● ●

PREVIEW



Answer 7

B. 4
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Question 8

True or false?

A completely full five - frame shows 4.
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Answer 8

False

A completely full five - frame shows 5.

PREVIEW



Question 9

Write the number shown.

● ●

●

● ●
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Answer 9

5
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Question 10

Which group has less?

A. 5 dots     B. 3 dots     C. 1 dot     D. 4 dots
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Answer 10

C. 1 dot

PREVIEW



Well Done!
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