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Learning Intention & Success 
Criteria

Learning intention: I can use word parts and spelling patterns to spell 

unfamiliar words.

• I can identify a base word, root, prefix and suffix.

• I can choose a spelling action when I add a suffix.

• I can explain why my spelling is correct.PREVIEW



Why Word Parts Help

Long words become easier when we break them into meaningful parts.

re + play = replay — play again

care + less = careless — without care

Look at meaning first; then check the spelling action.PREVIEW



Morphemes Carry Meaning

A morpheme is the smallest word part that carries meaning.

base word: help

prefix: un- + help = unhelpful

suffix: help + -ful = helpful

A word can contain more than one morpheme.PREVIEW



Base Words and Word Roots

Base word: a complete word that can stand alone — cycle

Word root: a meaningful part, often from Greek or Latin — tele = far

Roots may not stand alone, but they give a clue to meaning.

triangle: tri means threePREVIEW



Prefixes Come Before

A prefix is added before a base word.

replay = play again

misread = read wrongly

unclear = not clear

The spelling of the base word usually stays visible.PREVIEW



Common Prefix Meanings

re- = again • un- = not or opposite • mis- = wrongly

dis- = not or opposite • over- = too much

under- = too little or below

Ask: How did the prefix change the base-word meaning?PREVIEW



Build Prefix Word Families

play → replay

read → reread, misread

cover → uncover, discover

Check that each combination forms a real word.

Explain the meaning using both parts.PREVIEW



Suffixes Come After

A suffix is added after a base word.

-ed can show past tense; -ing can show action continuing.

-ful means full of; -less means without.

-ly can form an adverb; -ness can name a state.

A suffix may change meaning, grammar or spelling.PREVIEW



Common Suffix Meanings

helpful — full of help

careless — without care

quickly — in a quick way

happiness — the state of being happy

jumped / jumping — verb formsPREVIEW



Choose the Plural Ending

Most words: add -s — photos

Words ending s, sh, ch, x or z: add -es — dishes

Consonant + y: change y to ies — parties

Some f or fe words: change to ves — knives

Say the plural aloud and check the ending.PREVIEW



Rule 1: Add It Straight On

If the base word needs no spelling change, add the suffix.

jump + ed = jumped

quick + ly = quickly

care + less = careless

Keep the full base word visible.PREVIEW



Rule 2: Watch the Final e

Before a vowel suffix, usually drop final e.

hope + ing = hoping • make + er = maker

Before a consonant suffix, usually keep final e.

hope + ful = hopeful • care + less = careless

Say the completed word and check.PREVIEW



Rule 3: Watch the Final y

After a consonant, change final y to i before many suffixes.

carry + ed = carried • happy + ness = happiness

Keep final y before -ing.

reply + ing = replying • study + ing = studyingPREVIEW



Rule 4: Double the Final 
Consonant

One syllable + short vowel + one final consonant: double it.

run + ing = running

grab + ed = grabbed

hot + er = hotter

Then add the vowel suffix.PREVIEW



Two Syllables: Listen for Stress

In many two-syllable words, listen for stress.

Final syllable stressed: admit → admitted; begin → beginning

Final syllable unstressed: happen → happening; visit → visited

Say the word aloud before deciding.PREVIEW



Roots Build Word Families

tele = far: telephone, telescope

tri = three: triangle, tricycle

multi = many: multicoloured, multicultural

cent = hundred: century, centennial

Use the root to predict meaning.PREVIEW



Guided Practice: Build the Word

Build each word, then explain the meaning.

re- + use → reuse

mis- + label → mislabel

over- + heat → overheat

tele + scope → telescopePREVIEW



Guided Practice: Name the Rule

hope + ing → hoping — drop final e

carry + ed → carried — change y to i

grab + ed → grabbed — double final consonant

visit + ing → visiting — add straight on

Which clue helped: spelling, sound or stress?PREVIEW



Spelling Strategy Checklist

1. Say the base word.

2. Identify the prefix, root or suffix.

3. Choose the spelling action.

4. Build the word and check its meaning.

5. Proofread the whole sentence.PREVIEW



Well Done!
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Question 1 — Multiple Choice

Which part is the prefix in misjudge?

A. judge

B. mis-

C. -ge

D. misjudgePREVIEW



Answer 1

Answer: B. mis-

mis- comes before the base word judge and means wrongly.

PREVIEW



Question 2 — True or False

A prefix is added after a base word.

Write T or F and explain your choice.

PREVIEW



Answer 2

Answer: False

A prefix is added before a base word.

PREVIEW



Question 3 — Short Answer

Add re- to cycle.

Write the completed word.

Explain how the prefix changes the meaning.

PREVIEW



Answer 3

Answer: recycle

The prefix re- means again, so recycle means to cycle or use again.

PREVIEW



Question 4 — Multiple Choice

What does hope + ing become?

A. hopeing

B. hoping

C. hopping

D. hopedPREVIEW



Answer 4

Answer: B. hoping

Drop the final e before the vowel suffix -ing.

PREVIEW



Question 5 — True or False

Change the y to i when adding -ed to carry.

Write T or F, then write the completed word.

PREVIEW



Answer 5

Answer: True

carry + ed = carried

PREVIEW



Question 6 — Short Answer

Add -ing to reply.

Write the completed word and name the spelling action.

PREVIEW



Answer 6

Answer: replying

Keep the final y before -ing.

PREVIEW



Question 7 — Multiple Choice

What does run + ing become?

A. runing

B. running

C. runned

D. runsPREVIEW



Answer 7

Answer: B. running

Double the final consonant after one short vowel.
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Question 8 — True or False

happen + ing is spelled happenning.

Write T or F and explain your choice.

PREVIEW



Answer 8

Answer: False

The correct spelling is happening. The final syllable is not stressed, so 

do not double n.

PREVIEW



Question 9 — Short Answer

Write one word that contains tele, meaning far or distant.

Explain the whole word using the root meaning.

PREVIEW



Answer 9

Accept: telephone, telescope or television

The root tele gives a clue about distance.

PREVIEW



Question 10 — Multiple Choice

What is the plural of knife?

A. knifes

B. knives

C. knifees

D. knivsPREVIEW



Answer 10

Answer: B. knives

Change f to v and add -es.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
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