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OUR LEARNING GOAL

We are learning to explain how text structure and language features shape a 

reader's response.

SUCCESS CRITERIA

• Name a structure or language choice.

• Use relevant evidence.

• Explain its effect and share an opinion.
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RESPONDING TO LITERATURE

1. NOTICE an author choice.

2. NAME the feature or structure.

3. EXPLAIN its effect.

4. SHARE an opinion.

5. SUPPORT it with evidence.
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STORY STRUCTURE

OPENING — introduces the characters and setting.

PROBLEM — creates a challenge or unfair situation.

ESCALATION — repeated attempts make events grow.

TURNING POINT — changes the direction of events.

RESOLUTION — reveals what is learned.

PREVIEW



STRUCTURE CHANGES OUR RESPONSE

Repeated attempts can build humour, tension and frustration.

A turning point can surprise us and change who holds power.

The resolution shapes the final message and our opinion of the 

story.
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VIEWPOINT AND CHARACTER RESPONSE

Ask whose thoughts, feelings and values are shown.

Compare what different characters notice, want and fear.

Two viewpoints can reveal that the same rule affects people 

differently.
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RHYME AND SOUND PATTERNS

RHYME creates rhythm and makes ideas memorable.

ALLITERATION repeats beginning sounds for emphasis.

ONOMATOPOEIA uses sound words to make action vivid.

Sound patterns can add pace, humour and energy.
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REPETITION AND CONTRAST

REPETITION makes a choice or event stand out. It can build 

humour, tension or a frantic pace.

CONTRAST places different ideas side by side. The star/plain 

contrast highlights unfairness and status.
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INVENTED WORDS

Authors combine sounds and familiar word parts to create playful new 

words.

Infer meaning from: sound • word parts • nearby clues • what happens 

next

Invented words can make the tone lively, funny or unusual.
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VIVID WORD CHOICE AND IMAGERY

Precise verbs show how an action happens.

Detailed noun groups add specific information.

Comparisons connect a feeling or idea to something familiar.

These choices help readers imagine, hear and feel the scene.
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THEME AND READER EFFECT

A TOPIC is what a text explores: inclusion, status or fairness.

A THEME is an idea the story suggests about that topic.

Ask: What does the author encourage me to think, feel or 

value?
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EVIDENCE-BASED OPINION

CLAIM — state your opinion clearly.

EVIDENCE — name a specific event, feature or structural choice.

EFFECT — explain what it makes the reader think, feel or notice.

JUDGEMENT — connect the evidence back to your opinion.
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MODEL RESPONSE

The author contrasts the star-bellied and plain-bellied groups to make unfair 

treatment easy to notice.

The repeated changes then become funny and frantic.

Together, these choices encourage readers to question status symbols and value 

inclusion.
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RESPECTFUL LITERARY DISCUSSION

AGREE — I agree because the event shows...

BUILD — I would add that the author also uses...

QUESTION — What evidence supports that idea?

DISAGREE — I see it differently because...

Listen, respond to the idea and use evidence.
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INDEPENDENT APPLICATION

Choose one structural choice: opening, repetition, turning point or resolution.

OR choose one language choice: rhyme, contrast, invented word, vivid verb or 

viewpoint.

Prepare a 3–4 sentence response that names the choice, gives evidence and 

explains the effect on the reader.
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Well Done!
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QUESTION 1 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which part of a story changes the direction of events most strongly?

A. Opening

B. Turning point

C. Setting label

D. Title
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ANSWER 1

B. Turning point

The turning point changes the direction of events most 

strongly.
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QUESTION 2 — TRUE OR FALSE

Repetition can build emphasis, humour or tension.

TRUE or FALSE?
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ANSWER 2

TRUE

Repeating words or events can make an idea stand out, 

create humour or increase tension.
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QUESTION 3 — SHORT ANSWER

Name one language feature and explain one effect it can 

have on a reader.
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ANSWER 3

Suggested answer:

Rhyme can create rhythm and make an idea memorable.

Other accurate feature-and-effect pairs are accepted.
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QUESTION 4 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which sentence best supports an opinion with evidence?

A. I liked it.

B. It was funny and good.

C. The repeated machine scenes build humour while showing how quickly status 

can change.

D. Everyone should agree with me.
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ANSWER 4

C. The repeated machine scenes build humour while showing 

how quickly status can change.

It names a text choice and explains its effect.
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QUESTION 5 — TRUE OR FALSE

An invented word cannot contribute to meaning because it is 

not in a dictionary.

TRUE or FALSE?
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ANSWER 5

FALSE

Readers can infer an invented word's meaning from its sound, 

word parts and context.
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QUESTION 6 — SHORT ANSWER

How can contrast between two groups affect a reader?
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ANSWER 6

Suggested answer:

Contrast can make unfair differences obvious and encourage 

the reader to question the rules or behaviour.
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QUESTION 7 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which question helps a reader examine viewpoint?

A. How many pages are there?

B. Whose thoughts and feelings are shown?

C. What colour is the cover?

D. When was the book printed?
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ANSWER 7

B. Whose thoughts and feelings are shown?

Viewpoint focuses on whose perspective the reader 

experiences.
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QUESTION 8 — TRUE OR FALSE

A strong literary opinion needs no evidence if the writer feels 

confident.

TRUE or FALSE?

PREVIEW



ANSWER 8

FALSE

A strong literary opinion uses relevant evidence and explains 

how it supports the claim.
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QUESTION 9 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which is a text-structure term?

A. Resolution

B. Alliteration

C. Simile

D. Onomatopoeia
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ANSWER 9

A. Resolution

A resolution shows how the story's main problem or conflict is 

settled.
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QUESTION 10 — SHORT ANSWER

Complete the response frame:

The author uses ___ to ___.

This makes the reader ___.
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ANSWER 10

Suggested answer:

The author uses repetition to emphasise the characters' 

frantic choices. This makes the reader notice how foolish the 

competition has become.
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Well Done!
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