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Why Writers Compare

Comparisons help readers picture what a writer means.

They can sharpen a detail, build a mood or emphasise an idea.

A useful comparison links unlike things through one shared 

quality.

Ask: What is compared? What quality connects them? What 

effect is created?PREVIEW



Similes: The Basic Structure

A simile compares unlike things using like or as.

The lake shone like polished metal.

The runner was as quick as a startled hare.

Signal word + clear shared quality = purposeful simile.

PREVIEW



Two Useful Simile Patterns

Pattern 1: noun + verb + like + comparison image

Rain tapped like impatient fingers.

Pattern 2: as + adjective + as + comparison image

The cave was as silent as space.

Choose a precise image that fits the detail.PREVIEW



Similes Create Effects

Her excitement fizzed like shaken lemonade.

Shared quality: bubbling energy.

The moon hung like a silver coin.

Shared quality: round, pale brightness.

The crowd moved like a tide.

Effect: everyone seems to flow together.PREVIEW



Metaphors: The Basic Structure

A metaphor states that one thing is another.

The classroom was a beehive.

The literal classroom is not a hive; both are busy and noisy.

Metaphors compress the comparison and make the image feel 

immediate.PREVIEW



Metaphors Create Effects

Her voice was velvet.

Shared quality: smooth and gentle.

Time is a runaway train.

Shared quality: speed that feels hard to control.

His promise was an anchor.

Effect: safety and stability.PREVIEW



Simile or Metaphor?

Simile: uses like or as to signal the comparison.

The frost sparkled like crushed glass.

Metaphor: states the comparison directly.

The city was a waking dragon.

Do not decide from one word alone; read the whole meaning.PREVIEW



Name the Two Things Compared

The moon was a silver coin.

moon ↔ silver coin: round, pale, bright.

Leaves whispered like secret messengers.

leaves ↔messengers: soft sounds that seem to carry a secret.

Always name both things before explaining the effect.PREVIEW



Move from Image to Meaning
1. Identify the two unlike things.

2. Name their precise shared quality.

3. State what the comparison suggests.

4. Explain the picture, feeling or mood it creates.

Example: The hall was a freezer suggests extreme cold and 

discomfort.PREVIEW



Avoid Tired Comparisons

Tired: as busy as a bee.

Ask what kind of busy you can see or hear.

Fresher: The market was an airport runway at peak hour.

Specific images create stronger effects than familiar clichés.

Revise until the comparison fits the tone.PREVIEW



Guided Classification

1. The creek glittered like diamonds. — simile

2. The hallway was a river of students. — metaphor

3. Her whisper was as soft as snow. — simile

4. The alarm was a screeching bird. — metaphor

5. Dust danced like tiny sparks. — simile

6. The final lap was a battle. — metaphorPREVIEW



Guided Interpretation

What does each comparison suggest?

The forest was a cathedral of shadows.

The track became a silver ribbon.

His words were arrows.

Name the shared quality, then explain the feeling or mood.PREVIEW



Revision Challenge

Literal: The wind was strong.

Simile: The wind shoved the trees like a determined wrestler.

Literal: The lake was calm.

Simile: The lake lay as smooth as polished glass.

Try: The playground was noisy. / The homework was difficult.PREVIEW



Independent Application

Write 6–8 sentences describing a busy or unfamiliar setting.

Include at least two original similes and two original 

metaphors.

Underline similes once and metaphors twice.

Check: precise shared quality • clear meaning • suitable tone • 

no tired clichés.PREVIEW



Well Done!
Compare with confidence.
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Similes & Metaphors
Quiz
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Question 1 — True or False

A simile compares unlike things using like or as.

True or False?
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Answer 1

True.

A simile signals the comparison with like or as.
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Question 2 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence is a metaphor?

A. The classroom buzzed like a hive.

B. The classroom was a zoo.

C. The classroom felt as warm as toast.

D. The classroom sounded like a drum.PREVIEW



Answer 2

B. The classroom was a zoo.

It states directly that the classroom was something else.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Name the two things compared in this metaphor:

The moon was a silver coin.
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Answer 3

The moon and a silver coin.

They share a round shape and pale, bright appearance.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence is a simile?

A. The leaves spun like tiny dancers.

B. The leaves were tiny dancers.

C. The leaves spun quickly.

D. The leaves covered the path.PREVIEW



Answer 4

A. The leaves spun like tiny dancers.

The word like signals the comparison.
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Question 5 — True or False

Every sentence containing the word like is a simile.

True or False?
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Answer 5

False.

In I like mangoes, like expresses preference; it does not 

compare unlike things.
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Question 6 — Short Answer

Explain this metaphor:

Her thoughts were a tangled knot.
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Answer 6

Her thoughts were confused, connected in a complicated way 

or difficult to organise.
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Question 7 — Multiple Choice

Which comparison makes waves seem fast and powerful?

A. The waves moved across the sand.

B. The waves were white.

C. The waves charged like white horses.

D. The waves made a sound.PREVIEW



Answer 7

C. The waves charged like white horses.

Charged suggests speed, force and energetic movement.
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Question 8 — True or False

A metaphor states that one thing is another.

True or False?
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Answer 8

True.

A metaphor makes a direct comparison without using like or 

as.
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Question 9 — Short Answer

Rewrite this literal sentence as a fresh simile:

The sun was hot.
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Answer 9

Suggested answer:

The sun burned like a furnace above us.

Other precise, logical similes are also acceptable.
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Question 10 — Multiple Choice

What effect does His promise was an anchor create?

A. His promise was confusing.

B. His promise gave safety and stability.

C. His promise was loud.

D. His promise happened quickly.PREVIEW



Answer 10

B. His promise gave safety and stability.

An anchor holds something steady and secure.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
Quiz complete.
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