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Similes & Metaphors - Year 5
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- Similes &
Metaphors

at a Glance
WP O R
METAPH/)R

[ siMILE |

Compares unlike
things using like or as.
<+

The river
like a sé

Builds a clear
comparison.

Creates an :
imaginative picture. e :




e like
° as

Q\

* as + adjective + as + noun

e verb + like + noun

1. Nde the two things.

2. Find the shared quality.
3. Explain the

intended meaning. Q

___________________________________

e Choose an exact detail.

e Avoid tired clichés.
e Read it aloud.

o Revise for effect. 4

__________________________________
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e The fog wrapped

Jasper bounded !
asper bounde the town like

like a spring. |

. moved with V & \ covered
| sudden, energetic [f:} . | everything
~ jumps  JUMN  /  closely

madealoud, || (?))  wantedto

investigate

booming sound J i




* Figurative Language Match-Up - Metaphors |

% —_—
Cut, shuffle and match each sentence to its intended meaning.

Her voice
was velvet.

Time is a
runaway train.

g’ The queue
e Beey) Wasawinding
P o sna

o ——— o — - - - - — — -

time seemed her voice
Il to move too sounded smooth
/3 and gentle

«_ ¢ theline
<. curved and
3% stretched

the task felt
very difficult /2
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Figurative Language Match-Up - Mixed Effects

Match each comparison to the effect it creates.

e e

| The streetlights |
glowed like
- watchful eyes.

The exam room
was a freezer.

- . N
WAl a Waves charged B
By "N like whij

. f— —_ —_

created an | "8 emphasised [
eerie, alert =  how cold
| feeling | Ve it felt

made the  suggested
movement seem || safety and
fast and
- powerful

stability
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Roll twice. Your first roll chooses a row. Your second roll
chooses the mode: odd = simile, even = metaphor. Create
a sentence that shows the quality.

.’.
ROLL SUBJECT QUALITY COMPARISON IMAGE

E] 1 rain noisy | drums /| SGER

' moon Qh\

SIr@m busy beehive

restless | dancer

m 5| friendship strong
m 6| ideas quick




Roll, Compare & Create - Recording SheeT1

S
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Name Partner

Record six rounds. Your partner checks each comparison.

I I S S N

& W N

....... ceeeee0000000000000000000000000000000 PARTNER CHECK $0000mmeests000000000000000000000000000000000000

Q\/ 1 point: correct type @ 1 point: clear comparison : @ 1 point: explained effect

Best comparison:

Why it works: /
bt /4




Spot the Comparison

Name Date
Write S for simile or M for metaphor. Underline the two
things being compared. Circle like or as when it appears.

1. The creek glittered like a chain of diamonds. Type:
2. The hallway was a river of students. pe

3. Ella's whisper was as soft as falling snow.

4. The alarm was a screechingRicd.

5. Dust da i@he stnlight. Type: ___
6. %ed machine. Type: ____
7. TR® puppy's ears flapped like flags. Type: ____
8. The final lap was a battle. Type: ____

Sentence 2 compares with : GD

Shared quality:

Choose one sentence. Explain the effect:

\ S
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Spot the Comparison

Name ANSWERS Date

Write S for simile or M for metaphor. Underline the two
things being compared. Circle like or as when it appears.

1. The creek glittered like a chain of diamonds. Type: i

2. The hallway was a river of students. pe M
3. Ella's whisper was as soft as falling snow. ;

4. The alarm was a screechingd. \ :

5. Dust da i@he stnlight. Type: S
6. %ed machine. Type: M
7. TI® puppy's ears flapped like flags. Type: S
8. The final lap was a battle. Type: M

Sentence 2 compares __hallway  wjth __river of students. GD

Shared quality: _both are crowded and flowing with movement.

Choose one sentence. Explain the effect: _The image makes the busy
hallway feel continuous and fast-moving.

. J
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Simile Builder - Complete and Explain

Name Date

Complete each simile with an original comparison. Then choose two and explain the
picture or feeling they create.

_//<|>\\_ _Z\//E/\(«

. The old floorboards creaked like

—

2. The sun was as fierce as

3. Her excitement fizzed like

4. The water felt as cold 3

5.

ckpackWras as heavy as

-
Simile number: Effect:

.

.

12
Simile number: __ Effect:

A strong simile links a precise shared quality.
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Simile Builder - Complete and Explain
Name ANSWERS Date

Complete each simile with an original comparison. Then choose two and explain the
picture or feeling they create.

_//<|>\\_ Jé\&/,é,

1. The old floorboards creaked like a rusty hinge

2. The sun was as fierce as a dragon's breath

3. Her excitement fizzed like ___shaken le

4. The water felt as cold 3

5. The crowd rough a narrow channel

6. ackpackWvas as heavy as ___a bag of wet sand

% N

Simile number: 1 Effect: The rusty-hinge image makes the

. J
' B

Simile number: _S  Effect: _ The tide comparison shows the crowd

moving together in one strong flow.

A strong simile links a precise shared quality.

Sukindi




Simile Builder - Revise for Originality

Name Date

Rewrite each literal sentence as a vivid simile.

The wind was strong.

The lake was calm.

Noah ran quickly.

The soup was hot.

The hall was quiet.

.

_— l

‘ 2 I eplaci@each tired simile with a fresher image.

as busy as a bee

as cold as ice

slept like a log

clear shared quality specific image fits the tone not a tired cliché

Sukindi
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Simile Builder - Revise for Originality

Name ANSWERS Date

n Rewrite each literal sentence as a vivid simile.

The wind was strong.
The wind shoved the trees like a determined wrestler.

The lake was calm.
The lake lay as smooth as polished glass.

Noah ran quickly.
Noah streaked down the track like a launched rocket.

The soup was hot.
The soup steamed like a tiny volcano.

The hall was quiet.

as busy as an airport runway

as cold as ice
as cold as a metal gate at dawn

slept like a log
slept like a phone with a flat battery

clear shared quality specific image fits the tone not a tired cliché

Sukindi
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Metaphor Maker - Image to Meaning

Name Date

For each metaphor, name the two things being compared and explain the intended meaning.

1. The storm was an angry drummer. \ |
/
Things compared: s Ny 7

Meaning:

2. Her mind is a library.

Things compared: L=

Meaning:

4. His words were arrows.
Things compared:

N

Meaning:

N\

Choose one metaphor. Explain how it affects the mood:
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Metaphor Maker - Image to Meaning

Name _ ANSWERS Date

For each metaphor, name the two things being compared and explain the intended meaning.
1. The storm was an angry drummer. \,

/
Things compared: _storm / drummer Lok vl

Meaning: __loud, forceful, repeated noise

2. Her mind is a library.

Things compared: _mind / library -

Meaning: __full of organised knowledge or memori

3. The path was a ribbon t

Things compared, ﬂ ib

4. His words were arrows.
Things compared: _words / arrows

Meaning: _sharp words that hurt or strike their target /
<~

Choose one metaphor. Explain how it affects the mood: _The angry drummer makes

the storm feel energetic, loud and threatening.

Sukindi




AL Metaphor Maker - Create and Refine -

==
Name Date

Turn each literal description into an original metaphor.

The playground was noisy and crowded.

The homework was difficult.

The ocean looked enormous.

/

-
Revision challenge: Improve these tired metaphors: heart of gold; time is money.

1.

.

My strongest metaphor is . It works because
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A Metaphor Maker - Create and Refine -

\I.//_.
=%
Name ANSWERS Date

Turn each literal description into an original metaphor.

The playground was noisy and crowded.
The playground was a roaring stadium.

\;/

The homework was difficult.
The homework was a steep mountain.

The ocean looked enormous.

The ocean was a blue universe.

Her smile made eyg

~

His id®s were sparks in dry grass.

-
Revision challenge: Improve these tired metaphors: heart of gold; time is money.

1. Her kindness was a warm lamp in the room.

2. Time was sand slipping through our fingers.

.

My strongest metaphor is _His ideas were sparks in dry grass. . It works because

It suggests they appeared quickly and spread into new thoughts.

Sukindi




Meaning in Context - The School Concert

Name

Date

»ol

e \ G\ N

75

melody became a river carrying t

Backstage, the hall was a restless ocean. Costumes swished like
colourful flags as performers hurried past. Mila's stomach was a
knot, but her friend's voice was a steady lighthouse. When

1. List the two similes.

at does 'her friend's voice was a steady lighthouse' suggest?

4. What effect does 'a silver thread' create?

5. Which comparison best captures the mood? Explain.
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Meaning in Context - The School Concert
Name ANSWERS Date

N/

3 i

Backstage, the hall was a restless ocean. Costumes swished like
colourful flags as performers hurried past. Mila's stomach was a
knot, but her friend's voice was a steady lighthouse. When

stepped forward. Her first note was a
melody became a river carrying t

1. List the two similes.

Costumes swished lil age |

ts blazed like tiny suns.

3. What does 'her friend's voice was a steady lighthouse' suggest?

The friend's voice guided and reassured Mila.

4. What effect does 'a silver thread' create?

It makes the first note seem fine, clear and delicate.

5. Which comparison best captures the mood? Explain.

The restless ocean best shows the busy, unsettled backstage mood.
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Meaning in Context - The Sudden Storm

Name Date

Clouds were bruised mountains
above the oval. The first drops
fell like scattered coins. Soon,

rain became a grey curtain, and
the wind shoved at our bikes
like a playful giant. Ben's

determination was an engine;
he kept pedalling until the
shelter was a warm isla

1. Identify two similes and two metaphors.

. Name the two things and their shared quality.

3. Rewrite 'We were tired' using fresh figurative language.

4. Which image best builds the stormy mood? Why?

Sukindi
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Meaning in Context - The Sudden Storm
Name ANSWERS Date

Clouds were bruised mountains
above the oval. The first drops
fell like scattered coins. Soon,
rain became a grey curtain, and
the wind shoved at our bikes
like a playful giant. Ben's

determination was an engine;
he kept pedalling until the
shelter was a warm isla

—Similes:-drops-fell-like, - ir [ oW-at-our-bikes
—like-a-playful-gignt.- 1085 C ere-bruised-mountains;

—RaW /grey_curtain:_-both_form_a_thick-screen_that.-blocks_the_view.

3. Rewrite 'We were tired' using fresh figurative language.

— We._were_flat_batteries.at_the_.end_of_the_ride.

4. Which image best builds the stormy mood? Why?

—Bruised-mountains-makes-the-clouds-feel-dark,-heavy-and-threatening.—
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Name

Revise and Enrich

Date

Rewrite the paragraph using at least two similes and two metaphors.
Keep the meaning clear and choose comparisons that suit a lively market.

The market was crowded. People moved quickly. Music was loud.
The fruit was colourful. The smell of bread was pleasant.

two unlike things compared

similes use like or as

metaphors state one thing is another

words suit the tone

no tired cliché

My most effective comparison is

because
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AR BBR

Name ANSWERS Date

lzes] Revise and Enrich ﬂf

|=

Rewrite the paragraph using at least two similes and two metaphors.
Keep the meaning clear and choose comparisons that suit a lively market.

The market was crowded. People moved quickly. Music was loud.
The fruit was colourful. The smell of bread was pleasant.

2 ’ B
1€ I1ldl KEC A ’ Deenlve NODDE
petween 1 hrough nz ‘cmq \‘
Music crashed like cheerfu mbags, WRile n \ Of
h\ s, Jhe warn
DI Cg d d > i L. 1 .A‘i al
he
R\ J
two unlike things compared
similes use like or as
metaphors state one thing is another
words suit the tone
no tired cliché
My most effective comparison is because

The market was a bright beehive because it captures the crowded

l

movement and lively energy.

Sukindi
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Figurative Language Assessment - Part A: Analyse

Name Date

Read each sentence carefully. Show what you know about type, comparison and effect.

1. The lantern glowed like a captured star.
2. The forest was a cathedral of shadows.
3. Leaves whispered like secret messengers.

4. The track became a silver ribbon.

_ O with . Itcreates a feeling of

A. Label each sentence S or ‘_ :q

C. Explain the meaning of sentence 4:

D. How does sentence 3 affect the mood?

E. Write one accurate metaphor for the night hike:

Sukindi
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Figurative Language Assessment - Part A: Analyse

Name ANSWERS Date

Read each sentence carefully. Show what you know about type, comparison and effect.

1. The lantern glowed like a captured star.

2. The forest was a cathedral of shadows.

3. Leaves whispered like secret messengers. /&y

4. The track became a silver ribbon. _ @ \§ PN >
A. Label each sentence S or q
. . M 3. 5 4. M
congmres t _ with _cathedral | ]t creates a feeling of vast, shadowy, quiet and solemy

C. Explain the meaning of sentence 4: _The track looked long, narrow, pale and winding.

D. How does sentence 3 affect the mood? _It creates a secretive, slightly mysterious mood.

E. Write one accurate metaphor for the night hike: _The darkness was a deep ocean around us.

NNNNNNNN



Figurative Language Assessment - Part B: Create and Apply

Name

Date

Write a vivid 8-10 sentence scene about arriving
somewhere unfamiliar. Include at least two original
similes and two original metaphors. Underline similes

<V> once and metaphors twice.

[
[

Setting detail

Shared quality

Comparison image

Intended effect

e

o

I:I 2 similes |___| 2 metaphors

D comparisons fit the scene

I:l meaning stays clear I:I spelling and

punctuation checked

NNNNNNNN



Figurative Language Assessment - Part B: Create and Apply

Name ANSWERS Date
Write a vivid 8-10 sentence scene about arriving Zl
somewhere unfamiliar. Include at least two original [
similes and two original metaphors. Underline similes T
<V> once and metaphors twice. 1:
Setting detail Shared quality Comparison image Intended effect
crowded station | confusing movement maze ugsertai

ap.in. myhand was a puzzle with missing pieces.

_Then”a bright blue platform sign became a lighthouse.

_lfollowed it as carefully_as_a_climber follows_a narrow_track.

_At last, the waiting train_ was a safe doorway into

___the next part of my journey.

[:I 2 similes D 2 metaphors I:l comparisons fit the scene D meaning stays clear [__—I spelling and
punctuation checked

NNNNNNNN
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Why Writers Compg A \
\

Comparisons help readergictke Wt 0 writer me®ns.
d @

s through one shared

They can sharp o gnasise an idea.

e thi

A useful
guality.
red? What quality connects them? What

effect is created?



Similes: The Basic Str

4\

S unl \ gre or as.
e sh IWe polisnhed metal.

ner was as quick as a startled hare.

A simile

ar shared quality = purposeful simile.



Two Useful Simile Pa = ‘\

age

Pattern 1: no like ACOIROriSQs

likdMmpoti@t fifigers.
0s + comparison image
was as silent as space.

oSe a precise image that fits the detail.



Similes Create Effe

1\

\

Her excitement fizze emonade.

7/
> °

ed quality: round, pale brightness.
crowd moved like a tide.

ffect: everyone seems to flow together.




VI I CARII IS

thi

eel

1S ONG

e.
Ive; both are busy and noisy.
re comparison and make the image feel

Immediaote.



Metaphors Create Effe \
\

oawayTrain.
uality: speed that feels hard to control.
promise was an anchor.

Effect: safety and stability.



Simile or Metaphaok*

1\

\

he& glass.

comparison directly.

not ide ffom one word alone; read the whole meaning.




NAOME TheE NO 1hihC Y x*n&s
\

o er @Rin.

roun@Apale; bright.

secret messengers.



State what pariSon suggests.
the picture, feeling or mood it creates.
0s o freezer suggests extreme cold and

discomfort.



Avoid Tired Compar ~~‘\

Y OO b

you N s€e or hear.

Irport runway at peak hour.

RoviSe until the comparison fits the tone.



Guided Classificatic

1\

\

1. The creek glitterec@ke @om@as. — simile
netaphor

soft as"snow. — simile

nced like tiny sparks. — simile

. The final lap was a battle. — metaphor




Guided Interpreta o ‘\

What dqQgs each GAMPERISOrMRUQgJE
f

a silver ribbon.

O c@hedr odows.

orads were orrows.

ed quality, then explain the feeling or mood.



Revision Chadllenas

1\

\

g.

Simile: Th es li d@®lermined wrestler.

e wWas calm.

ground was noisy. / The homework was difficult.



Independent Applicg |‘| \
\

Write 6-8 sentences describlg cgRUS nfamiliar s€tting.

Include at | sirfglles GERagVo original

hors.

qguality - clear meaning - suitable tone -

no tired cliches.
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Domel
fonfidence.
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Question | - True or

A SRRlle co N husmg like or as.
True or False?




Answer |

1\

\

qe\
ss@he comparison with like or as.




Question 2 - Multiple ||ic \
\

1S et@hor?

uzze@like™ hive.

e classroom sounded like a drum.



Answer 2 \

€C n}a Z0O0.

that the classroom was something else.

B.
Iy

S




Question 3 - Short Apswe \

An this metaphor:

The moon was a silver coin.




Answer 3 \

\
QNGS\VCOH
ha
.\

round shape and pale, bright appearance.




Question U4 - Multiple ||ic \
\

eaves spun quickly.

. The leaves covered the path.



Answer 4y

N I} dancers.

word like signals the comparison.




Question 5 - True or kalse

Everigenten N\rd like Is a simile.
True Or False?




Answer S

1\

\

F \
ke like e ses preference; it does not
are unlike things.




Question 6 - Short Anpswe \

\ ‘
Nmeta or:

r thoughts were a tangled knot.
>




Answer 6 \

were Nnne&i In o complicated way

or difficult to organise.

Her thoug
g\ .




Question 7 - Multiple II.C
\

yowerful?

ve enmoist o

Which comparisogdnakes
e wo OVld OCrgs the sand.
-The w were white.
C.She w charged like white horses.

D. The waves made a sound.




Answer 7 \

\ \
ves d like White horses.

ests speed, force and energetic movement.




Question 8 - True or kalse

ARetaph N )ng IS another.
True or False?




Answer 8

direc pomson without using like or



Question 9 - Short Answe \

rite thi Ne§ o fresh simile;
The sun was hot.

R
R




Answer 9

1\

\

€S ONSWEI™-

urned furnace above us.

ical similes are also acceptable.



Question 10 - Multiple Chi “
\

S ORONnchgg#ereate?

n0.

promise was loud.

. His promise happened quickly.



Answer |0

1\

\

ISe afety*tind stability.

r holds something steady and secure.





https://sukindi.com.au/

