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Learning Goal

We are learning to:

• notice letters that are written but not spoken

• read common silent-letter words

• spell words by remembering the whole pattern
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Listen and Notice

Say each word slowly:

knee   •   write   •   lamb   •   whistle

Which letter can you see but not hear in each word?
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What Is a Silent Letter?

A silent letter is written in a word but is not heard when the word is spoken.

Example: in knee, the k is silent. We pronounce it like “nee”.
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Patterns Are Helpful Clues

Silent letters often appear in familiar patterns:

kn- wr- -mb   -stle   -alk   -alf

These patterns are clues, not perfect rules. Good readers check the whole word.
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Silent K Before N

At the beginning of many words, k is silent before n.

knee   knight   knife   knock   knot

Say each word without the k sound.
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Silent W Before R

At the beginning of many words, w is silent before r.

write   wrist   wrap   wrong   wrinkle

The words begin with the /r/ sound.
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Silent B After M

At the end of some words, b is silent after m.

lamb   comb   thumb   crumb   climb

Stretch the final sound: you hear /m/, not /b/.
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A Quiet T

The letter t is silent in some familiar words.

whistle   castle   listen   fasten   Christmas

Read the word as a whole rather than sounding every letter.
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A Quiet L

The letter l is silent in some common words.

walk   talk   chalk   half   calf

Look for the whole spelling pattern when you read and write.
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A Tricky H

The letter h is silent in some words.

hour   honest   honour   what   when

Not every h is silent: compare hat, help and home.
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Guided Practice

Name the silent letter in each word:

1. knife      2. wrist      3. thumb

4. castle     5. chalk      6. honest

Say the word first, then point to the quiet letter.
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Guided Practice Answers

1. knife — k      2. wrist — w      3. thumb — b

4. castle — t     5. chalk — l      6. honest — h

The silent letter is written, even though it is not spoken.
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Sentence Hunt

Find every word with a silent letter:

The knight wrote a note beside the old castle.

Mia walked home after half an hour.

Underline each silent-letter word.
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Sentence Hunt Answers

The knight wrote a note beside the old castle.

Mia walked home after half an hour.

Silent-letter words: knight, wrote, castle, walked, half, hour
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Restore the Missing Letter

Add the missing silent letter:

1. _nee      2. _rite      3. lam_

4. cas_le    5. cha_k     6. _onest

Read each completed word aloud.
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Missing-Letter Answers

1. knee      2. write      3. lamb

4. castle    5. chalk      6. honest

Check that the quiet letter is included in the spelling.
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Cumulative Review

A. Sort: knight, wrist, lamb, whistle, walk, hour

B. Write the silent letter beside each word.

C. Use one silent-letter word in a clear sentence.
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Review Answers and Reflection

A. kn: knight   wr: wrist   mb: lamb

quiet t: whistle   quiet l: walk   quiet h: hour

B. k, w, b, t, l, h

Reflection: Which spelling pattern will help you most?
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Well Done!
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Silent Letters
Quiz
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Question 1

True or false?

A silent letter is written in a word but is not heard when the word is spoken.
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Answer 1

True.

The letter is part of the spelling even though it is quiet when we say the word.
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Question 2

Which word begins with a silent k?

A. king

B. knee

C. kite

D. kid
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Answer 2

B. knee

The k is written but the word begins with the /n/ sound.
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Question 3

Which letter is silent in write?

A. w

B. r

C. i

D. e
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Answer 3

A. w

Write begins with the /r/ sound.
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Question 4

Which word ends with a silent b?

A. crab

B. rub

C. lamb

D. web
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Answer 4

C. lamb

The final b is written, but the last sound is /m/.
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Question 5

Add the missing silent letter:

_nife

Write the complete word.
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Answer 5

knife

The missing silent letter is k.
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Question 6

Which word contains a silent t?

A. table

B. whistle

C. tiger

D. tent
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Answer 6

B. whistle

We write t in whistle, but we do not hear it.
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Question 7

True or false?

The l is heard when we say half.
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Answer 7

False.

The l is silent in half.
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Question 8

Which letter is silent in hour?

Write one letter.
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Answer 8

h

Hour begins with a vowel sound.
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Question 9

Fix the spelling by adding one silent letter:

nock

Write the correct word.
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Answer 9

knock

Add silent k before n.
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Question 10

Find all the silent-letter words:

The knight wrote a note beside the castle.
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Answer 10

knight, wrote, castle

Silent letters: k in knight, w in wrote and t in castle.
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Well Done!
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