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Words Are Made of Sounds

Words are made of sounds.

A phoneme is one sound we hear in a word.

Segmenting means pulling a word apart into phonemes.
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Letters and Phonemes

A letter is a written symbol.

A phoneme is a sound we hear.

Some phonemes use one letter, such as /m/.

Some use two letters, such as /sh/ or /ee/.
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Why Segment?

Segmenting helps us spell unfamiliar words.

Say the word. Stretch it. Tap each sound.

Write one grapheme for every phoneme you hear.
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Our Five-Step Routine

1. Say the whole word.

2. Stretch the word slowly.

3. Tap or push one counter for each sound.

4. Say the phonemes in order.

5. Write and check the word.
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Two Sounds — bee

bee has two phonemes.

/b/  /ee/

The letters ee work together to show one sound.
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Three Sounds — fish

fish has three phonemes.

/f/  /i/  /sh/

The digraph sh represents one sound.
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Four Sounds — frog

frog has four phonemes.

/f/  /r/  /o/  /g/

Listen carefully to the beginning blend /f/ /r/.
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Five Sounds — skunk

skunk has five phonemes.

/s/  /k/  /u/  /n/  /k/

Every sound stays in left-to-right order.
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Digraphs Stay Together

A digraph is two letters representing one phoneme.

In fish, keep /sh/ together.

/f/  /i/  /sh/ = three phonemes.
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Vowel Teams Stay Together

A vowel team can show one vowel phoneme.

In rain, /ai/ is one sound.

/r/  /ai/  /n/ = three phonemes.
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Guided Practice

Say each word, then segment it.

cat → /c/ /a/ /t/

rain → /r/ /ai/ /n/

clock → /c/ /l/ /o/ /ck/
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Two-Syllable Words

Say each syllable, then listen for its phonemes.

rabbit → /r/ /a/ /b/ /i/ /t/

chicken → /ch/ /i/ /ck/ /e/ /n/

Every syllable has a vowel sound.
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Check Your Spelling

Say the phonemes again from left to right.

Check that each phoneme has a grapheme.

Blend the word to see whether it sounds right.

Make one careful correction if needed.
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Independent Challenge

Segment these words on your own.

plant → /p/ /l/ /a/ /n/ /t/

chicken → /ch/ /i/ /ck/ /e/ /n/

window → /w/ /i/ /n/ /d/ /ow/
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Well Done!
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Segmenting
Sensation Quiz
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Question 1 of 10

True or false?

Segmenting means separating a word into its phonemes.
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Answer 1 of 10

True.

Segmenting means separating a word into its phonemes.

PREVIEW



Question 2 of 10

How many phonemes are in fish?

A. 2

B. 3

C. 4

D. 5
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Answer 2 of 10

B. 3 phonemes.

fish → /f/ /i/ /sh/
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Question 3 of 10

Short answer:

Segment the word cat into its phonemes.
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Answer 3 of 10

cat → /c/ /a/ /t/
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Question 4 of 10

Which letter team is one phoneme in ship?

A. s

B. sh

C. hi

D. ip
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Answer 4 of 10

B. sh

The digraph sh represents one phoneme.
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Question 5 of 10

True or false?

The letters ee can work together to represent one phoneme.
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Answer 5 of 10

True.

The letters ee can represent one long vowel phoneme.
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Question 6 of 10

Short answer:

Segment the word rain into its phonemes.
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Answer 6 of 10

rain → /r/ /ai/ /n/
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Question 7 of 10

Which word has four phonemes?

A. bee

B. fish

C. frog

D. plant
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Answer 7 of 10

C. frog

frog → /f/ /r/ /o/ /g/
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Question 8 of 10

Short answer:

Segment the word skunk into its phonemes.
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Answer 8 of 10

skunk → /s/ /k/ /u/ /n/ /k/
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Question 9 of 10

True or false?

Segmenting can help us spell a word.
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Answer 9 of 10

True.

Segmenting helps us hear each phoneme so we can choose its 

grapheme.
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Question 10 of 10

Which shows the correct segmentation of chicken?

A. /ch/ /i/ /ck/ /e/ /n/

B. /c/ /h/ /i/ /c/ /k/ /e/ /n/

C. /chi/ /cken/

D. /ch/ /ick/ /en/
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Answer 10 of 10

A. /ch/ /i/ /ck/ /e/ /n/

The digraphs ch and ck each represent one phoneme.
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Well Done!
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