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We are learning to...

retell a familiar story in order

using pictures, talk and writing.
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What is a retell?

A retell tells the important parts

of a story again.
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Use your own words

Tell what happened without copying

every word from the book.
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Story parts

A strong retell includes:

characters • setting • events • problem • solution
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Characters

Who is in the story?

Name the people, animals or story creatures.
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Setting

Where does the story happen?

It might be a home, market, park or another place.
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Beginning

Meet the characters and setting.

Tell what happens first.
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Middle

Tell the important events.

What changes or goes wrong?
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Problem

The problem is what goes wrong

or what a character needs to fix.
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End

Tell what happens last.
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Solution

The solution is how the problem is fixed

or how the story ends.
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Put events in order

Use order words:

first • next • then • last

PREVIEW



Choose important events

Keep the events that help the story make sense.

Leave out tiny details.
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Stories from many cultures

Stories from different families, places and cultures

can share characters, events, beginnings and endings.
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Nina's Garden Surprise

Nina carried a pot to the garden.

A gust of wind tipped it over.

Pop helped scoop the soil back in.

They planted a seed beside a safe wall.

PREVIEW



Beginning

Nina carries a pot to the garden.

Characters: Nina and Pop • Setting: the garden
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Middle

A gust tips the pot over.

Problem: the soil spills out.
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End

Pop helps replace the soil.

Solution: they plant safely beside the wall.
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Retell checklist

Name the characters and setting.

Tell the important events in order.

Include the problem and solution when there is one.

Use your own words.
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Well Done!
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Retell Writing Quiz
Foundation
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Question 1

What is a retell?

A Drawing any picture

B Telling important story parts again

C Copying every word

D Naming only the setting
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Answer 1

B — Telling important story parts again.
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Question 2
Mia and her cat play at the beach.

Who are the characters?

A Mia and her cat

B the beach

C the waves

D the sand
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Answer 2

A — Mia and her cat are the characters.
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Question 3
Leo reads with Nan in the library.

What is the setting?

A Leo

B Nan

C the library

D a book
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Answer 3

C — The library is the setting.
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Question 4

Which event belongs in a beginning?

A The problem is solved.

B We meet the characters and setting.

C The story ends.

D Everyone says goodbye.
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Answer 4

B — A beginning introduces characters and setting.
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Question 5

True or false?

A problem is what goes wrong or needs fixing.

A True

B False
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Answer 5

A — True. A problem is what goes wrong or needs fixing.
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Question 6
A kite is stuck in a tree.

Which event is a solution?

A The wind blows.

B The kite climbs higher.

C Tom asks an adult to help.

D Tom forgets the kite.
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Answer 6

C — Asking an adult to help can solve the problem.
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Question 7

Which order words help a retell?

A first, next, then, last

B blue, green, red, yellow

C who, where, why, how

D big, bigger, biggest, tiny
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Answer 7

A — first, next, then, last
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Question 8

Which is an important event from The Windy Picnic?

A Sam wears shoes.

B The wind blows the napkins away.

C A bird sits in a tree.

D The grass is green.
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Answer 8

B — The wind blowing the napkins away is important.
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Question 9

Say or write one way to retell

in your own words.
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Answer 9

Sample answer:

Tell the important events without copying every word.
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Question 10

Ben drops his library books.

Zara helps pick them up.

They carry the books inside.

Tell the beginning, middle and end.
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Answer 10

Beginning: Ben drops the books.

Middle: Zara helps pick them up.

End: They carry the books inside.

PREVIEW



Great thinking!

A clear retell has important events in order

and uses your own words.
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Well Done!
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