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Learning Intentions

Today we are learning to:

• connect our experiences with a character’s experience and explain similarities or differences.

• use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning.

• share a preference and support it with a relevant detail.
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What Is a Literature Response?

A literature response shows your thinking about a story.

It is more than a retell. A thoughtful response explains what you noticed, what you inferred, 

how the text connects with experience and what you think about it.

Strong readers answer, support and explain.
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The Reader’s Response Compass

PREDICT — What might happen? Which clue helped?

QUESTION — What do you wonder?

CLARIFY — What now makes sense?

CONNECT — What experience or text does this remind you of?

OPINION — What do you prefer or think, and why?
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Read, Think, Prove

1. READ the prompt carefully.

2. THINK of a clear answer.

3. PROVE it with a word, action, event or detail from the text.

4. EXPLAIN how the evidence supports your thinking.

Evidence does not speak for itself. Your explanation makes the link clear.
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Character Experiences

Track a character across the story:

• What happens to the character?

• How does the character react?

• What does the character choose to do?

• What changes by the end?

These details help us understand feelings, traits and motivations.
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Make a Personal Connection

1. Name an important character experience.

2. Name a related experience from your own life.

3. Explain one useful similarity or difference.

4. Tell how the connection helps you understand the character.

A meaningful connection stays focused on the text.
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Strong Connections Go Further

A starting connection:

“This reminds me of moving to a new school.”

A stronger connection:

“Like the character, I felt unsure in a new place. I asked someone for help, but the character 

stayed silent. This difference helps me understand why the problem lasted longer for them.”
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Share a Preference

Use a complete evidence-based response:

“I prefer ___ because ___. One detail that supports my view is ___. This matters because ___.”

A preference is personal, but the reason and evidence must still match the text.
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Fair Opinions Use Evidence

Unsupported: “The ending was good.”

Supported: “I preferred the ending because Nia chose honesty. Her words ‘I would have known’ 

show that she understood why returning the bookmark mattered.”

Fair responses separate personal taste from accurate evidence.
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Character Clues

ACTIONS — what the character does

DIALOGUE — what the character says

THOUGHTS — what the character thinks

REACTIONS — how other characters respond

Combine several clues before inferring a trait, feeling or motivation.
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Literal and Inferred Meaning

LITERAL meaning is stated directly.

Example: “Leo put the letter in his pocket.”

INFERRED meaning is worked out from clues and prior knowledge.

Example: Leo may be worried that someone will read the letter.

Ask: Which words helped me infer this?
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Settings Create Mood

Setting includes place, time, weather, light, sound and other sensory details.

Writers choose details to shape mood:

• warm light and gentle rain may feel calm

• a rattling gate and hurried footsteps may feel tense

• streamers and cheering voices may feel joyful
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Word Choice Changes Atmosphere

Neutral: “The dog moved across the yard.”

Tense: “The dog crept across the shadowy yard.”

Neutral: “The children entered the room.”

Joyful: “The children burst into the bright room, laughing.”

One precise verb or adjective can transform the atmosphere.
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Same Story, New Lens

When comparing two tellings, look beyond surface details.

Compare:

• character and challenge

• helper and special object

• setting and celebration

• how the problem is solved

• ending and message

Use evidence from both texts.PREVIEW



Context Matters

Stories are shaped by time, place and community.

Context can influence:

• what a character values

• which choices are possible

• how people celebrate

• the helpers, objects and settings in a retelling

Notice differences respectfully and explain their effect.PREVIEW



Comprehension Before, During and After

BEFORE — preview, predict and activate prior knowledge.

DURING — pause, question, clarify, visualise, infer and reread.

AFTER — summarise, connect, evaluate and support a response.

Good readers choose a strategy that matches what they need.

PREVIEW



Summarise with Somebody–Wanted–But–So–Then

SOMEBODY — Who is the main character?

WANTED — What was the goal?

BUT — What problem got in the way?

SO — What important action was taken?

THEN — What was the outcome?

Keep only the details needed to understand the main story.
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Guided Response Challenge

Fresh excerpt:

Kai watched his paper boat spin near the drain. Rain pulled it closer to the grate. He splashed 

forward, caught it with one hand and grinned at the soggy sail.

1. What happened literally?

2. What can you infer about Kai?

3. Make one meaningful connection.

4. Share one supported preference.PREVIEW



Well Done!
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Responding to Literature Quiz
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Question 1 — True or False

A personal connection is strongest when the reader explains how the experience is similar to or 

different from the character’s experience.
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Answer 1

TRUE.

The explanation shows why the connection matters.
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Question 2 — Multiple Choice

Maya returned the lost puppy even though she wanted to keep it. Which trait is best supported?

A. careless

B. honest

C. impatient

D. noisy
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Answer 2

B. honest

Returning the puppy despite wanting it shows honesty.

PREVIEW



Question 3 — Short Answer

What is one difference between literal meaning and inferred meaning?
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Answer 3

Literal meaning is stated directly.

Inferred meaning is worked out from clues and prior knowledge.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

The empty playground creaked beneath a grey sky. A cold wrapper skittered past the silent swings. 

What mood is created?

A. cheerful

B. peaceful

C. uneasy

D. excited
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Answer 4

C. uneasy

“Creaked”, “grey”, “cold” and “silent” create an unsettled feeling.
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Question 5 — True or False

A preference becomes stronger when it includes a reason and a relevant detail from the text.
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Answer 5

TRUE.

The detail provides evidence for the reader’s view.
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Question 6 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence is an inference?

A. Leo put the letter in his pocket.

B. The letter was folded twice.

C. Leo may be worried that someone will read the letter.

D. The envelope was blue.
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Answer 6

C. Leo may be worried that someone will read the letter.

It combines text clues with reasoning rather than repeating a stated fact.
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Question 7 — Short Answer

Name one comprehension strategy a reader can use during reading and explain how it helps.
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Answer 7

Accept: question, clarify, predict, visualise, infer or reread, with an accurate explanation of how the 

strategy helps.
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Question 8 — Multiple Choice

Two stories have different settings but the main characters solve the same kind of problem. Which 

comparison is most useful?

A. Only the number of words

B. How each setting influences the character’s choices

C. Which cover uses more colours

D. Which title is shorter
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Answer 8

B. How each setting influences the character’s choices.

This comparison evaluates how context affects events and character experience.
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Question 9 — True or False

A summary should include every small detail in the story.
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Answer 9

FALSE.

A summary includes the most important character, goal, problem, actions and outcome.
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Question 10 — Short Answer

Write a sentence stem that would help a reader share a supported preference.
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Answer 10

Accept:

“I prefer ___ because ___. One detail that supports my view is ___.”

An equivalent evidence-based stem is also correct.
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Well Done!
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