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What is representation?

Representation is a way of showing a person, place, animal, 

object, feeling or idea.

REAL

Looks like life

ILLUSTRATED

Drawn by an 

artist

SYMBOL

A sign with 

meaning

PERFORMANCE

Shown with 

action
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Real, illustrated or imagined?

The same subject can look different because creators make 

choices for a purpose.

REALISTIC

Accurate details

ILLUSTRATED

Stylised choices

IMAGINED

New story details
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Words create pictures

Specific words help a reader build a picture in their mind.

SIZE

tiny or enormous

MOVEMENT

crept or raced

SOUND

quiet or roaring
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Pictures make choices

Colour, angle and detail guide what we notice and how a 

picture feels.

COLOUR

warm or cool

ANGLE

near or far

DETAIL

what is included
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Symbols carry meaning

A simple sign can stand for an idea, and its meaning can 

change with context.

HEART

love or care

CROWN

leader or 

importance

STORM

worry or danger
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Setting changes mood

A character can feel different when the background, weather 

or time changes.

SUNNY PLAYGROUND

happy and safe

WINDY FOREST

worried and lonely
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Animals: fact or story?

A realistic animal shows true features. A story animal may 

act like a person.

REAL WOMBAT

body, habitat, behaviour

STORY WOMBAT

hat, book, speech
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Represent respectfully

Careful creators represent people and places by observing, 

choosing and explaining without unfair stereotypes.

OBSERVE

notice true details

CHOOSE

show what matters

EXPLAIN

share your purpose
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Buildings tell stories

A building can be represented through its shape, materials, 

purpose and place.

SHAPE

tall, round, wide

MATERIAL

brick, wood, glass

PURPOSE

home, school, shelter
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Turn a story into a play

Choose a moment, then use performance decisions to 

represent it for an audience.

1

Choose the scene

2

Choose the roles

3

Plan voice and 

movement

4

Add simple 

props
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Performance choices

Actors communicate meaning through choices the audience 

can hear and see.

VOICE

loud, soft, fast

FACE

show emotion

MOVEMENT

shape and pace

PROPS

support the idea
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Compare two representations

Look for what stays the same and what the creator changes.

SAME SUBJECT?

What do both show?

DIFFERENT CHOICES?

Words, pictures or 

action?

DIFFERENT EFFECT?

How do they feel?
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Your turn: one subject, two ways

Represent one Moonlight Market moment in two different 

forms, then explain your choices.

FORM 1

Draw, write or perform

FORM 2

Change the choices, not the 

subject
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Well Done!
You can show one idea in many thoughtful ways.
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Representation 
Quiz

Ten questions with answers after each one

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Question 1

Which sentence best explains representation?

A

A way of 

showing an idea 

or subject

B

A rule for 

copying every 

detail

C

A list of difficult 

words

D

A number 

pattern
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Answer 1

A — A representation is a way of showing an idea or subject.

It might use words, pictures, symbols or performance.
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Question 2

An illustration must look exactly like a photograph.

TRUE FALSE
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Answer 2

FALSE

An illustrator can simplify, exaggerate or imagine details for a 

purpose.
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Question 3

Name one way a symbol can show an idea.

THINK

What do you know?

SAY OR WRITE

Explain one clear idea.
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Answer 3

Example: a heart can represent love or care.

Other sensible symbols are also correct when the meaning is 

explained.
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Question 4

What can a change of setting change?

A

The mood

B

The alphabet

C

The page 

number

D

The creator's 

name
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Answer 4

A — The mood

Weather, time and place can make the same subject feel different.
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Question 5

A story animal can talk, wear clothes or act like a person.

TRUE FALSE
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Answer 5

TRUE

Those imagined details help turn an animal into a story 

character.
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Question 6

Give one performance choice an actor can make.

THINK

What do you know?

SAY OR WRITE

Explain one clear idea.
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Answer 6

Example: change voice, facial expression, movement, 

costume or props.

The choice should help the audience understand the meaning or 

mood.
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Question 7

Which choice could make a scene feel worried?

A

Dark clouds and 

strong wind

B

Bright sun and a 

picnic

C

A smiling crowd

D

A soft birthday 

song
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Answer 7

A — Dark clouds and strong wind

Those setting details can suggest danger, loneliness or 

uncertainty.

PREVIEW



Question 8

Two representations of the same subject must be identical.

TRUE FALSE
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Answer 8

FALSE

The subject can stay the same while the form, details and mood 

change.
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Question 9

How is a realistic animal different from a story animal?

THINK

What do you know?

SAY OR WRITE

Explain one clear idea.
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Answer 9

A realistic animal shows true features; a story animal may 

have imagined human-like details.

For example, a story wombat might speak or carry a book.
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Question 10

Which question helps us compare two representations?

A

What is the same 

and different?

B

Who finished 

first?

C

How many 

pages are there?

D

Which one is 

older?
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Answer 10

A — What is the same and different?

A strong comparison notices the shared subject and the creator's 

different choices.
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Well Done!
You compared forms, choices, meanings and moods.
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