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Learning Intentions

Identify repetition and word associations that connect ideas.

Explain how cohesive choices affect the reader.

Use and revise these choices in our own paragraphs.

SUCCESS CRITERIA

I can quote evidence, name the device and explain its job.

PREVIEW



What Is Cohesion?

Cohesion is the way words and sentences connect so a text feels whole.

Writers guide readers by repeating key ideas, choosing related words and 

signalling relationships.

A cohesive paragraph is not simply smooth—it makes every link earn its 

place.
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Connect to Prior Learning

Pronouns keep reference clear: Maya found the map. She checked it.

Sentence patterns create rhythm: We observed. We recorded. We 

compared.

Linking words show relationships: however, therefore, meanwhile.

This unit adds repetition and word associations to that toolkit.
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Purposeful Repetition

Purposeful repetition repeats a key word or phrase for a clear reason.

The river carried leaves. The river carried branches. The river carried a 

warning.

The repeated opening holds the topic steady and builds emphasis.

PREVIEW



Repetition with a Job

EMPHASIS — make an idea stand out.

CONTINUITY — keep the reader on the same topic.

RHYTHM — control pace and pattern.

Accidental repetition merely says the same thing again. Ask: What job 

is this repeated word doing?
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Guided Practice

CHOPPY VERSION

The hall was noisy. The hall was crowded. The hall had bright lights. The hall 

felt busy.

REVISION CHALLENGE

Keep one repeated opening for effect, then replace or combine the rest. 

Explain what your repeated phrase makes the reader notice.
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Guided Answer

ONE STRONG REVISION

The hall pulsed with noise. The hall glowed beneath bright lights, while a 

crowded audience filled every row. Everywhere, movement made the space 

feel busy.

“The hall” is repeated once for continuity. Related words extend the setting 

without clumsy repetition.
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Word Associations

Word associations are words connected by meaning or topic.

coast → reef → tide → coral → current

These words form a semantic field about the sea. The reader follows 

one idea even when the exact word changes.
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Lexical Chains

A lexical chain is a sequence of related words running through a text.

A writer may link a topic through specific words, general terms, 

synonyms and near-synonyms.

Strong chains are relevant, varied and sustained—not a random list.

PREVIEW



Trace the Chain

The rescue crew checked the smoke, warned the residents and entered 

the building. Minutes later, firefighters emerged from the stairwell as 

the final alarm fell silent.

Which words belong to the emergency-response field?

What central topic do they maintain?

PREVIEW



Trace the Chain — Answer

rescue crew → smoke → residents → building → firefighters →

stairwell → alarm

The chain maintains the emergency setting. It also moves the reader 

from danger, through action, to resolution.

PREVIEW



Synonyms and General Terms

Synonyms vary reference while keeping meaning connected.

The investigation began as a small project. Soon, the study involved the 

whole school.

project and study refer to the same work, avoiding a dull repeated 

noun.PREVIEW



Antonyms Create Contrast

Antonyms connect ideas by contrast.

The path looked familiar, but the final turn felt strange.

The room was bright enough for safety yet dark enough for stars.

Contrast is cohesive when the reader can see the precise relationship 

between opposites.

PREVIEW



Linking Language

ADD — also, furthermore, in addition

CONTRAST — but, however, although

CAUSE AND EFFECT — because, therefore, as a result

SEQUENCE — first, meanwhile, finally

Choose the link that states the real relationship. A fancy link is not always an 

accurate one.
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Bring the Devices Together

The garden needed water. The garden needed soil. The garden needed 

people. Volunteers installed a rain tank, spread compost and planted 

herbs. As a result, the neglected plot became a productive growing space.

Repetition creates emphasis, the garden chain maintains topic and As a 

result signals change.
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Choose, Use and Explain

CHOOSE — What idea should stay in focus?

USE — Repeat deliberately, build a lexical chain and vary reference.

EXPLAIN — Quote the choice and name its effect on flow, emphasis or clarity.

REVISE — Remove repetition with no job and repair any weak link.

Writer’s check: Can the reader follow every connection?
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Well Done!
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Question 1

Which statement best describes purposeful repetition?

A. It makes every sentence longer.

B. It keeps a key idea in focus or creates emphasis.

C. It prevents writers from using related words.

D. It repeats every noun in a paragraph.

PREVIEW



Answer 1

B. It keeps a key idea in focus or creates emphasis.

Purposeful repetition has a job. It can strengthen continuity, 

emphasis or rhythm without merely saying the same thing again.
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Question 2

TRUE OR FALSE

Every repeated word automatically improves cohesion.

Be ready to explain your choice.

PREVIEW



Answer 2

FALSE

Repetition improves cohesion only when it has a clear purpose. 

Accidental repetition can make writing clumsy or monotonous.
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Question 3

Read the three sentences.

The crowd waited. The crowd listened. The crowd cheered.

Which phrase is repeated to connect the sentences?

PREVIEW



Answer 3

The repeated phrase is “The crowd”.

It maintains the topic and builds a rhythmic pattern from waiting, to 

listening, to cheering.
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Question 4

Which group forms the clearest lexical chain?

A. lake, shore, waves, current

B. pen, canyon, pillow, steam

C. bright, quiet, turn, table

D. tree, teacher, train, tray

PREVIEW



Answer 4

A. lake, shore, waves, current

All four words belong to a water landscape. Their shared semantic 

field keeps the topic connected.
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Question 5

The experiment began in the library. The investigation soon moved 

outside.

Which pair of words links the same activity across the two sentences?
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Answer 5

experiment and investigation

The near-synonyms vary reference to the same activity and avoid 

clumsy repetition.
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Question 6

TRUE OR FALSE

Antonyms can connect ideas by creating a clear contrast.

Be ready to give an example.
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Answer 6

TRUE

Antonyms such as bright and dark can link opposing ideas. The 

contrast must be precise enough for the reader to understand the 

relationship.
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Question 7

The solar oven reached its highest temperature. The _____ remained 

hot for ten minutes.

Which general term avoids clumsy repetition?

A. device   B. runner   C. forest   D. argument

PREVIEW



Answer 7

A. device

Device is a general term that refers back to the solar oven without 

repeating the full noun phrase.

PREVIEW



Question 8

actor, rehearsal, stage, applause

What semantic field connects these four words?
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Answer 8

Theatre or performance

Each word contributes to the same topic, so the lexical chain helps 

the reader maintain a clear setting.
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Question Nine

Choose the strongest cohesive revision.

A. Rain fell and things happened.

B. Rain fell. It filled drains, and as a result the creek rose.

C. Rain, rain, rain filled the drains creek.

D. The creek rose. Bananas are yellow.

PREVIEW



Answer Nine

B. Rain fell. It filled drains, and as a result the creek rose.

The pronoun maintains reference, while as a result clearly signals 

cause and effect.

PREVIEW



Question 10

Revise this choppy set using purposeful repetition or a lexical chain.

The market was crowded. The market was noisy. The market was 

colourful.

Write two or three connected sentences.

PREVIEW



Answer 10

ONE VALID MODEL

The market buzzed with traders, music and bright stalls. The market 

was crowded, but its colour and energy drew us closer.

The market is repeated once for continuity, and related words build 

the scene.

PREVIEW



Well Done!
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