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Writing Recounts
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What Is a Recount?

A recount tells the reader about 
something that has already happened.

Yesterday, I went to the park.

Last week, our class visited the library.

Past events
Recounts usually 

tell about 
something from the 

past.
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The 5 Ws

Who? When? Where?

What? Why? Feeling?

The 5 Ws help us add the important details.
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Who?

Who was with you? Who did you see? Who helped?

Mum my friend Ava

Grandpa our class

Try this
Write the names 

of people in 
your recount.
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When and Where?

When?

on Monday
yesterday
last week

in the holidays

Where?

at school
at the beach
in the park

at home
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What Happened?

The what tells the reader the main event.

played on the swings made a card

saw a show baked muffins

Use action words so the reader can picture it.
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Why and Feeling

Why?

for fun
for a party

to visit family
because it was raining

Feeling?

happy
excited
proud

surprised

The ending can tell how you felt.
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Parts of a Recount

Title

names the event

Orientation

who, when and where

Events

what happened in order

Ending

feeling or final comment
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Title

The title names the event.

My Picnic

The Library Visit

A Fun Swim

Keep it short

A title gives the 
reader a quick clue.
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Orientation

The orientation tells who, when and where.

On Saturday, I went to the zoo with my family.

When? Where? Who?
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Events in Order

Events tell what happened in the right order.

First Next Then Finally

First, we saw the lions. Next, we ate lunch.
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Ending

The ending can tell how you felt or what you 
thought.

I felt proud because I tried my best.

It was the best day!
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Build a Recount Together

My Day at the Pool

On Sunday, I went to the pool with Dad.

First, I jumped in the water.

Next, I kicked my legs.

I felt happy because I had fun.
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Your Turn: Plan

- Choose an event.
- Talk through the 5 Ws.
- Draw or jot ideas.
- Put the events in order.
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Your Turn: Write

- Start with who, when and where.
- Use First, Next, Then or Finally.
- Finish with a feeling.
- Reread to check it makes sense.

Writer tip
Say your 

sentence before 
you write it.
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Review

5 Ws Order Feeling

- A recount tells about the past.
- It includes important details.
- It tells events in order.
- It can end with a feeling or comment.
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Well Done!
You can plan and write a clear recount.
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Writing Recounts
Quiz
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How the Quiz Works

There are 10 questions.

Think about recounts and the 5 Ws.

The next slide shows the answer.
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Question 1

True or false: A recount tells about something that has already 
happened.

A. True

B. False
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Question 1

True or false: A recount tells about something that has already 
happened.

A. True

B. False

Alex
Preview



Question 2

Which answer is one of the 5 Ws?

A. Blue

B. Who?

C. Tall

D. Fast
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Question 2

Which answer is one of the 5 Ws?

A. Blue

B. Who?

C. Tall

D. Fast
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Question 3

Which section tells who, when and where?

A. Title

B. Orientation

C. Ending

D. Picture
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Question 3

Which section tells who, when and where?

A. Title

B. Orientation

C. Ending

D. Picture
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Question 4

Name two event order words.

Answer: ______________________________
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Question 4

Name two event order words.

First and next. Other acceptable answers: then, after that, finally.
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Question 5

Which question asks about the place?

A. Who?

B. When?

C. Where?

D. Feeling?
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Question 5

Which question asks about the place?

A. Who?

B. When?

C. Where?

D. Feeling?
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Question 6

True or false: A recount can include how the writer felt.

A. True

B. False
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Question 6

True or false: A recount can include how the writer felt.

A. True

B. False
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Question 7

Which sentence sounds like the start of a recount?

A. Tomorrow I will swim.

B. On Saturday, I went to the park.

C. I like blue pencils.

D. Please close the door.
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Question 7

Which sentence sounds like the start of a recount?

A. Tomorrow I will swim.

B. On Saturday, I went to the park.

C. I like blue pencils.

D. Please close the door.
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Question 8

Which word tells a feeling?

A. excited

B. pencil

C. beach

D. Monday
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Question 8

Which word tells a feeling?

A. excited

B. pencil

C. beach

D. Monday
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Question 9

What does the title do?

Answer: ______________________________
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Question 9

What does the title do?

It names the event or tells what the recount is about.
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Question 10

Which order is best?

A. Finally, First, Next

B. Next, Finally, First

C. First, Next, Finally

D. Where, Who, Why
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Question 10

Which order is best?

A. Finally, First, Next

B. Next, Finally, First

C. First, Next, Finally

D. Where, Who, Why
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Quiz Complete!
Great work thinking like a recount writer.
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