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Recount Writing - Year 2
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Our Learning Goal

We are learning to organise and write a clear recount.

Success looks like:

• I set the scene with who, when and where.

• I put events in order.

• I use past-tense verbs, time connectives and vivid details.

• I finish with a clear conclusion and edit my work.
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What Is a Recount?

A recount retells events that have already happened.

It usually:

• tells who was there, when it happened and where

• explains events in time order

• finishes with an ending, feeling or reflection
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Three Purposes for Recounts

Personal — something that happened to you.

Factual — a true event, experiment or excursion.

Imaginative — a made-up event written like a real experience.

All three use a clear structure and ordered events.
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The Recount Road Map

1. ORIENTATION — set the scene.

2. SEQUENCE — tell events in order.

3. CONCLUSION — wrap it up.

Think: beginning → middle → ending.
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Orientation: Set the Scene

Answer three questions straight away:

• WHO was involved?

• WHEN did it happen?

• WHERE did it happen?

Example: Last Tuesday, our class visited the school garden.
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Sequence: Put Events in Order

Tell one important event at a time.

Use time connectives to guide the reader:

First • Next • Then • After that • Finally

Keep every event connected to your topic.
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Conclusion: Wrap It Up

A conclusion tells how the event ended.

It may include:

• what happened at the end

• how you felt

• one short reflection

Example: I felt proud because we worked as a team.PREVIEW



Use Past-Tense Verbs

Recounts usually tell past events.

walk → walked

play → played

see → saw

go → went

have → had

Check that your verbs stay in the past tense.PREVIEW



Guide the Reader with Time Connectives

Time connectives show when each event happened.

First • Next • Then • After that • Later • Finally

Use them to make the order clear.

Do not begin every sentence with the same word.
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Add Detail with Groups of Words

Noun groups add detail:

the muddy brown dog • our excited Year 2 class

Verb groups show action clearly:

was racing • had packed • were cheering

Choose detail that helps the reader picture the moment.
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Choose Vivid Vocabulary

Replace weak words with precise choices:

went → hurried

said → whispered

looked → spotted

ran → sprinted

Use specific words, but keep the meaning true.PREVIEW



Join Ideas in Strong Sentences

Join related ideas with a conjunction.

and — adds an idea

but — shows a contrast

so — shows a result

because — gives a reason

Example: It began to rain, so we hurried inside.PREVIEW



Model Recount: The Unexpected Rain Shower

Last Tuesday, our class visited the school garden.

First, we planted tiny lettuce seedlings. Next, dark clouds gathered above us. Then, 

rain splashed onto the path, so we hurried under the verandah.

Finally, the sun returned and we checked our plants. I felt relieved and proud 

because every seedling was safe.
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Find the Features

Orientation: Last Tuesday … school garden.

Ordered events: First, Next, Then, Finally.

Past tense: visited, planted, gathered, splashed, hurried, returned, checked, felt.

Vivid details: tiny lettuce seedlings, dark clouds.

Conclusion: the final result and the writer’s feelings.PREVIEW



Plan, Draft, Reread and Edit

1. PLAN — gather who, when, where and events.

2. DRAFT — write events in order.

3. REREAD — check that the recount makes sense.

4. EDIT — capitals, punctuation, spelling, past tense and time connectives.

5. PUBLISH — make your writing easy to read.
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Well Done!
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Recount Writing Quiz
Year 2
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Question 1

Which sentence best explains a recount?

A. It retells events that already happened.

B. It gives instructions to make something.

C. It lists facts without an order.

D. It persuades the reader to agree.
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Answer 1

A. It retells events that already happened.

A recount tells real or imagined events in order and uses a clear ending.
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Question 2

True or false?

The orientation tells who, when and where.
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Answer 2

TRUE

The orientation sets the scene by telling who was involved, when it 

happened and where it happened.
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Question 3

Short answer

Name one time connective that could guide a reader through a recount.
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Answer 3

Possible answers include:

First • Next • Then • After that • Later • Finally
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Question 4

Choose the correct past-tense verb.

Yesterday, I ________ to school.

A. walked

B. walk

C. walking

D. walks
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Answer 4

A. walked

“Walked” shows that the action already happened.

PREVIEW



Question 5

True or false?

The events in a recount may be written in any order.
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Answer 5

FALSE

Events should follow a clear chronological order so the reader can follow 

what happened.
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Question 6

Which is the strongest noun group?

A. the dog

B. the muddy brown dog

C. dog

D. a thing
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Answer 6

B. the muddy brown dog

The describing words help the reader picture the dog.
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Question 7

Short answer

Name one thing you should check when editing a recount.
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Answer 7

Possible answers include:

capital letters • punctuation • spelling • past-tense verbs • time connectives 

• clear structure
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Question 8

Which sentence is the best conclusion?

A. On Monday at the park.

B. First, we packed our bags.

C. I felt proud because our team finished together.

D. Next, the whistle blew.
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Answer 8

C. I felt proud because our team finished together.

It gives a final result and tells how the writer felt.
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Question 9

True or false?

A compound sentence can join related ideas with a conjunction.
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Answer 9

TRUE

Words such as and, but, so and because can join related ideas.
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Question 10

Which order shows the correct recount structure?

A. conclusion → sequence → orientation

B. sequence → conclusion → orientation

C. orientation → conclusion → sequence

D. orientation → sequence → conclusion
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Answer 10

D. orientation → sequence → conclusion

Set the scene, tell the events in order, then wrap up the recount.
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Well Done!
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