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Reading goal

• We read the whole printed word.

• We stop when the print or meaning does not fit.

• We check, reread and ask for help when a spelling is new.

• Diagnostic 1: Read ‘Ben has a red cap. ’

• Diagnostic 2: What could you do if a sentence did not make sense?
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Words for reading repair

• Grapheme: a letter or letter group for a sound

• Blend: join sounds to read a word

• Word: letters that work together and carry meaning

• Sentence: words that make a complete message

• Reread: read it again

• Meaning: what the text tells us
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Check, reread, ask

• 1. Stop when the print or meaning does not fit.

• 2. Check every grapheme in the printed word.

• 3. Blend the word and reread the phrase.

• 4. Ask for help when a spelling has not been taught.
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Ben’s cap

• Print: ‘Ben has a red cap. ’

• Teacher read: ‘Ben has a red cat. ’

• Think aloud: Cat could make sense, but it does not match the final grapheme.

• Check c - a- p. Read cap. Reread the whole sentence.
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A match and a mismatch

• Match: Print and read both say, ‘Sam has a map. ’ Keep reading.

• Mismatch: Print says, ‘Stop at the mat. ’ The reader says map.

• The final grapheme t controls the repair: mat.

• Meaning confirms the repaired sentence after we check the print.
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Guided check

• Print: ‘The cat sits on the mat. ’

• Reader says: ‘The cat sits on the map. ’

• Pause. Which word does not match?

• Which grapheme gives the best evidence?

• What should the reader do next?
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Guided check answer

• Mat does not match the reader ’s word map.

• The final grapheme t shows mat.

• Blend m- a- t, then reread: ‘The cat sits on the mat. ’

• The print gives the answer. The picture does not choose the word.
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A fresh repair

• Print: ‘Pack the red cap. ’

• Reader says: ‘Pack the red cat. ’

• Check the whole word. The final grapheme is p.

• Read cap, then reread the complete message.
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A complete partner turn

• Reader: reads the card aloud.

• Checker: asks, ‘Does it match the print and make sense? ’

• Reader: checks, repairs and rereads, or asks for help.

• Coach: confirms the exact grapheme or explains why the reading matches.
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Partner challenge

• Print: ‘Tap the red lid.’

• Reader says: ‘Tap the red lip.’

• Explain the repair to your partner.

• Use a specific grapheme as evidence.
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Pictures do not choose the word

• Unsafe plan: ‘I will look at the picture, say a word with the same first letter 

and skip the hard word. ’

• Repair plan: Check all the graphemes. Blend the word. Ask for help if the 

spelling is new. Reread for meaning.

• A sensible guess can still be the wrong printed word.
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Transfer read

• ‘Kit has a cup and a snack. Kit puts the cup on the mat. The cat taps the cup. 

It tips.’

• Read left to right and follow the line return.

• If you pause, check the print before using meaning to confirm.

• Tell what happened to the cup.
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Three learning routes

• Support: The teacher introduces vocabulary and offers a shorter complete 

passage.

• Core: Read an unseen matched passage and repair independently when 

needed.

• Extension: Read for a new purpose and explain why the chosen repair 

worked.

• Every route keeps the same reading target.
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Fresh-read assessment

• Read the new text aloud without seeing an answer.

• Track the print and move to the next line.

• Check independently if something does not fit.

• Ask for help when a spelling is new.

• Explain what the text says. You do not need to make a mistake to succeed.
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Reading reflection

• Which printed detail helped you most?

• Where did you reread?

• When did you ask for help, or why was help not needed?

• My next reading step is …
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What repair readers do

• Read the complete printed word.

• Notice when print or meaning does not fit.

• Check the graphemes and reread.

• Ask for help with a new spelling.

• Explain the text after reading it.
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Well done!

Check the print. Reread for meaning. Ask when a spelling is new.
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Reading Repair Workshop Quiz
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Question 1

• Print: ‘Ben has a red cap.’ A reader says, ‘Ben has a red cat.’

• What should the reader do?
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Answer 1

• Stop and check the whole printed word.

• The final grapheme p shows cap.

• Read cap and reread the sentence.
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Question 2

• Print and reader both say, ‘The cat sits on the mat.’

• Should the reader change a word? Explain.
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Answer 2

• No. The reading matches every printed word and the sentence makes sense.

• Keep reading.
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Question 3

• A child reads, ‘Kit puts the cup on the mat.’

• The child pauses, checks the middle grapheme in cup and rereads the phrase.

• What evidence shows reading repair?
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Answer 3

• The child noticed a need to check, used the printed grapheme u, and reread 

the phrase.

• Credit a clear explanation of that self - initiated check.
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Question 4

• Print: ‘Tap the red lid.’ The reader says lip.

• Which word matches the print, and what is the evidence?
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Answer 4

• Lid matches the print.

• The final grapheme d, not p, controls the word.
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Question 5

• Print: ‘Tap the red lid.’ This time the reader says lid.

• What changes in the repair routine?
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Answer 5

• No repair is needed.

• The word matches the complete print and meaning, so the reader keeps 

going.
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Question 6

• A child says, ‘I can look at the picture, say a word with the same first letter 

and skip the hard word.’

• Repair this plan.
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Answer 6

• Check every grapheme and blend the complete word.

• Ask for help if the spelling is new.

• Then reread for meaning.
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Question 7

• Challenge card: ‘Please sit with Sam.’

• The child has not learned the spelling in please.

• What should the child do?
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Answer 7

• Ask for help with please, then reread the complete message.

• A justified help request is successful reading behaviour.
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Question 8

• Compare these repairs: cap was read as cat; mat was read as map.

• What is similar, and what is different?
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Answer 8

• Both need a check of the final grapheme.

• Cap ends in p and mat ends in t, so the exact printed letter gives a different 

repair.
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Question 9

• Print: ‘The hen sits in a pen.’ A reader says pin.

• What should happen next?
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Answer 9

• Check the middle grapheme e and blend pen.

• Then reread the phrase ‘in a pen.’

PREVIEW



Question 10

• What print and meaning evidence supports the repair in Question 9?
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Answer 10

• The printed word has e, not i.

• Pen also fits the sentence because the hen sits inside it.

• Print controls the word and meaning confirms it.
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Question 11

• A learner claims, ‘If my sentence makes sense, I do not need to check every 

letter.’

• Is the claim safe? Explain.
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Answer 11

• No. A guessed word can make sense but still fail to match the print.

• Check the complete word before using meaning to confirm.
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Question 12

• A child reads a fresh text accurately without any mistake.

• What should the teacher record next?
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Answer 12

• Record the accurate read and that no repair was needed.

• Ask the child what the text says.

• Never make the child produce an error.
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Well done!

Check the print. Reread for meaning. Ask when a spelling is new.
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