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Reading Expectations
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WHY WE PRACTISE READING

• We build stronger word skills.

• We learn new ideas and vocabulary.

• We grow confidence and enjoyment.
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GET READY TO READ

• Choose a calm spot with good light.

• Bring your book and a bookmark.

• Sit comfortably, then focus on the words.
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READ DIFFERENT TEXTS

• Decodable texts practise the sound–letter patterns we have learned.

• Authentic texts share real ideas, vocabulary, stories and enjoyment.

• Both help us grow as readers.
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CHOOSE A JUST-RIGHT BOOK

• LOOK: Can I read most of the words?

• LIKE: Does the topic interest me?

• TRY: Read one page aloud.

• CHECK: Count the tricky words.
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USE A FIVE-FINGER CHECK

• 0–1 tricky words: easy practice.

• 2–3 tricky words: just right.

• 4–5 tricky words: read with support.
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CARE FOR EVERY BOOK

• Start with clean, dry hands.

• Turn each page gently from the corner.

• Keep food and drinks away.
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BOOK-CARE ACTIONS

• Use a bookmark instead of folding a corner.

• Carry books safely with two hands.

• Return each book to the correct place.
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WHEN A BOOK NEEDS HELP

• Stop before the damage grows.

• Protect the loose or torn page.

• Tell an adult so the book can be repaired.
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REAL READING MEANS THINKING

• Our eyes follow the words.

• Our voice sounds smooth and steady.

• Our mind builds meaning from the text.

PREVIEW



SHOW REAL-READER BEHAVIOUR

• Stay settled and keep the book open.

• Track the words and use a strategy.

• Think and talk about what the text means.
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PAUSE AND NOTICE

Ask yourself:

• Do the words sound right?

• Does the sentence make sense?

• Does it match what I know?
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WHEN MEANING GETS LOST

• Stop at the confusing part.

• Reread the whole sentence.

• Check the word against the letters and sounds, then self-correct.
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TRY A READING STRATEGY

• Look at the letters and sounds.

• Use the sentence, context and grammar.

• Check the illustration, reread and ask for help after trying.
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READ IN PHRASES

• Group words that belong together.

• Pause briefly at commas.

• Stop at full stops and let punctuation guide your voice.
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BUILD READING STAMINA

• Begin with a manageable time.

• Stay focused until the goal is reached.

• Add a small amount of time as reading becomes easier.
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SET A GOAL AND REFLECT

• Notice what distracted you.

• Name the strategy that helped.

• Choose one clear goal for next time.
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OUR INDEPENDENT-READING PROMISE

We will choose well, read thoughtfully, care for books and keep growing—one 

focused reading session at a time.
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Well Done!
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Reading Expectations Quiz
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QUESTION 1 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

Why do we practise reading often?

A. To build skills

B. To learn and enjoy texts

C. To grow confidence

D. All of these
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ANSWER 1

D. All of these.

Regular practice helps us build skills, learn and enjoy texts, and grow 

confidence.
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QUESTION 2 — TRUE OR FALSE

A calm reading spot can help you concentrate.

TRUE or FALSE?
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ANSWER 2

TRUE.

A calm spot makes it easier to focus on the words and meaning.
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QUESTION 3 — SHORT ANSWER

Name one way to care for a classroom book.
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ANSWER 3

Example answers:

• Turn pages gently.

• Use clean, dry hands.

• Return the book safely.
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QUESTION 4 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which check helps you choose a just-right book?

A. Pick the brightest cover

B. Read one page and count the tricky words

C. Choose the longest book

D. Ask a friend to choose
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ANSWER 4

B. Read one page and count the tricky words.

This helps you notice whether the book is easy practice, just right or 

best read with support.
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QUESTION 5 — TRUE OR FALSE

Year 1 readers should read only decodable texts and never authentic 

texts.

TRUE or FALSE?
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ANSWER 5

FALSE.

Decodable texts practise taught sound–letter patterns. Authentic 

texts also build vocabulary, ideas, enjoyment and meaning.
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QUESTION 6 — SHORT ANSWER

What can you try when a word is tricky?
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ANSWER 6

Example answers:

• Look at the letters and sounds.

• Read on, then reread.

• Ask for help after trying.
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QUESTION 7 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

A book has many difficult words. What should you do?

A. Give up on reading

B. Skip every hard word

C. Choose support or try a more suitable book

D. Fold the page
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ANSWER 7

C. Choose support or try a more suitable book.

A just-right choice should help you understand and keep growing.
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QUESTION 8 — TRUE OR FALSE

Phrasing helps reading sound smooth and supports meaning.

TRUE or FALSE?
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ANSWER 8

TRUE.

Reading words in meaningful groups makes the message easier to 

hear and understand.
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QUESTION 9 — SHORT ANSWER

Name one way to grow reading stamina.
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ANSWER 9

Example answer:

Start with a small time goal, stay focused and add time gradually.
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QUESTION 10 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

A sentence does not make sense. What should you do first?

A. Stop and reread the sentence

B. Skip to the end

C. Close the book

D. Change every word
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ANSWER 10

A. Stop and reread the sentence.

Then use letters, context and grammar to check and self-correct.
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Well Done!
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