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Readers' Theatre
Year 6
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What Is Readers' Theatre?

• A collaborative dramatic reading performed with scripts in hand.

• Meaning comes from fluent voice, purposeful expression and ensemble 
response.

• Performers use narration and dialogue to help an audience imagine the 
action.

• Preparation and rehearsal matter more than costumes, sets or memorisation.
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Why Perform It?

• Build reading accuracy, phrasing and automaticity.

• Explore vocabulary, character motivation and text structure.

• Strengthen confidence, listening and collaborative problem-solving.

• Make deliberate choices for a real audience and purpose.
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Anatomy of a Script

• Title and scene information establish the context.

• The cast list names each role, including narrators.

• Character labels identify who speaks each line.

• Dialogue carries the spoken action; stage directions guide performance 
choices.

• Scene changes and narration bridge time, place and important events.
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Prepare: Read and Annotate

• Read the whole scene for meaning before concentrating on one role.

• Check unfamiliar words, names and pronunciations.

• Highlight your lines and circle the cues immediately before them.

• Note relationships, intentions, emotional shifts and the turning point.

• Mark pauses, stress and pace where they sharpen meaning.
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Build a Character Voice

• Ask: What does the character want in this moment?

• Use textual evidence to identify emotion, status and relationships.

• Choose pitch, pace, volume and tone to communicate intention.

• Add facial expression, stance and controlled gesture.

• Keep every choice believable and consistent with the scene.
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Narrators Matter

• Establish context clearly and help the audience picture the action.

• Bridge changes in time, place and focus without rushing.

• Vary emphasis so description never becomes a flat list.

• Hand off smoothly to characters and other narrators.

• Stay connected to the ensemble rather than reading alone.
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Ensemble Habits

• Listen closely and react in role, even during silent moments.

• Hold the script below your face and look up often.

• Enter exactly on cues and support difficult hand-offs.

• Share space, balance volume and keep the story moving.

• Solve problems together without breaking the scene.
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The Fluency Toolkit

• Phrasing groups words into meaningful units.

• Pausing gives ideas time to land and builds suspense.

• Stress highlights the words the audience must notice.

• Pace controls urgency, reflection and comic timing.

• Articulation and purposeful silence make every choice clear.

PREVIEW



Voice and Body

• Project with a clear, supported voice—never by shouting.

• Use tone and pitch to reveal attitude and emotional change.

• Let facial expression and eye line connect with the audience.

• Choose a grounded stance and only gestures that add meaning.

• Coordinate body and voice so the performance feels intentional.
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Marking a Script

• Use / for a short pause and // for a longer pause.

• Underline a word that needs deliberate stress.

• Add ↑ or ↓ to plan a useful pitch change.

• Write brief [intention notes] beside an important line.

• Keep marks selective: every annotation needs a purpose.
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A Productive Rehearsal Cycle

• 1. Read through the whole scene for meaning.

• 2. Develop roles and annotate difficult sections.

• 3. Practise cue hand-offs and ensemble timing.

• 4. Complete a full run without stopping.

• 5. Gather peer feedback, then rerun one target section.
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When Something Goes Wrong

• Take a calm breath and stay in role.

• Use context to recover the missing word or idea.

• Accept a narrator's prompt or another performer's support.

• Skip safely when needed and continue the scene.

• Never announce the mistake to the audience.
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From Prose to Script

• Choose a passage with clear action, conflict or change.

• Preserve essential detail and convert direct speech into dialogue.

• Assign narration to action and description the audience must know.

• Trim repetition while protecting the original meaning.

• Balance roles and add only purposeful stage directions.
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Write an Original Scene

• Establish a clear setting, purpose and audience.

• Give every character a goal and a meaningful role.

• Build conflict or a problem that escalates.

• Use narration to bridge action the audience cannot see.

• End with a satisfying decision, discovery or change.
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Give Useful Feedback

• Be specific, kind, evidence-based and actionable.

• Name the exact line or moment you noticed.

• Explain how the choice affected meaning or the audience.

• Identify one strength and one realistic next step.

• Rehearse the target again so feedback becomes improvement.
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Performance Day

• Warm up voice, articulation and focus.

• Confirm roles, spacing, script position and volume.

• Acknowledge the audience and begin together.

• Recover professionally from slips without breaking role.

• Finish in stillness, acknowledge the audience and reflect.

PREVIEW



Your Performance Toolkit

• PREPARE: understand, annotate and make evidence-based choices.

• REHEARSE: listen, refine and respond to useful feedback.

• PERFORM: connect, communicate and recover with confidence.

• Set one personal fluency goal for your next performance.

• What should your audience understand, feel or wonder?
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Readers' Theatre Quiz
Year 6
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Question 1

True or false:

Readers must memorise every line before performing.
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Answer 1

False.

Performers use scripts and focus on fluent, expressive delivery.
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Question 2

Which mark most clearly shows a short pause?

A  /

B  underline

C  arrow

D  circle
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Answer 2

A  /

A single slash marks a short pause.
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Question 3

Short answer:

Name two details that help a performer build a believable character 
voice.
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Answer 3

Any two of:

intention, emotion, status or relationship, textual evidence, pitch, 
pace, volume or gesture.
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Question 4

What should a narrator do?

A  Rush through description

B  Explain context and bridge action

C  Ignore the ensemble

D  Face away from the audience

PREVIEW



Answer 4

B

Explain context and bridge action.
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Question 5

True or false:

Projection means shouting as loudly as possible.

PREVIEW



Answer 5

False.

Projection is a clear, supported voice suited to the room and 
audience.
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Question 6

Short answer:

Give one safe recovery strategy for a missed line or cue.
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Answer 6

Breathe, use context, accept narrator help, skip safely or 
continue without breaking the scene.
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Question 7

Which feedback is most useful?

A  Good

B  Be better

C  Your slower pace made the warning clear

D  Silence
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Answer 7

C

It is specific and evidence-based.
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Question 8

True or false:

Non-speaking performers should listen and react in role.
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Answer 8

True.

Active listening keeps the ensemble and story believable.
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Question 9

When adapting prose, what should usually become narration?

A  Every spoken line

B  Essential action and description

C  The title only

D  Nothing
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Answer 9

B

Essential action and description.
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Question 10

Short answer:

List the three stages of this unit's performance cycle.
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Answer 10

Prepare, rehearse and perform.
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Well Done!

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au

