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Teacher Preparation Guide

Unit purpose

Build independent early reading through complete-word blending, 

one-to-one tracking across lines and rereading for meaning. Learners 

use the printed graphemes—not pictures, first-letter guesses or skipped 

words—to identify each word.

What learners already know

Learners have met the letter–sound correspondences used in the 

controlled texts. Before reading, explicitly pre-teach the high-frequency 

words and, when needed, the initial c in cat. Say that these are taught 

words—not clues for guessing.

Diagnostic snapshot

Ask: “Show where reading starts.” Then ask the learner to blend s-a-t. 

Record whether the learner checks all graphemes, blends the complete 

word, tracks to the next word and can tell one event after rereading.

Controlled corpus

Core model: Sam sat. Pat sat. Sam and Pat sit.

Pre-taught words used transparently across the unit: and, the, spill, put.
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Lessons 1–3

Lesson 1 — Blend every word

Model pointing under each grapheme, saying the sounds and blending 

the whole word. Use the Blend and Track display, then read Sam and 

the Mat. Prompt: “Which printed part proves that word?”

Lesson 2 — Track across lines

Read Nan and the Tin and the tracking practice page. Model a line 

return without skipping or repeating a word. Learners reread each 

complete sentence and tell what happened.

Lesson 3 — Notice and repair

Use Four Complete Blends and Read and Repair pages 1–2. A 

partner reads; the listener says “same” or “repair”, points to the 

grapheme that proves the choice, and rereads the exact sentence.

Feedback language

“Check every grapheme.”  “Blend the whole word.”  “Return to the 

print.”  “Now reread so the event makes sense.”
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Lessons 4–5 and Evidence

Lesson 4 — Apply with a partner

Complete Read and Repair page 3, then play Sam’s Print Path. 

Partners follow the rules, blend the printed words and justify any 

repair with a specific grapheme. Use the Rehearsal Read Record 

before independent evidence.

Lesson 5 — Transfer independently

Use Repair and Explain, then the unseen short-story assessment. 

Do not rehearse the assessment text. Record the learner’s actual 

attempts, any self-correction or justified help, and the oral 

explanation of one event.

Differentiation

Support: shorten the coherent text and add teacher pointing. Core: 

read the matched story independently. Extension: read a fresh 

matched text and explain which print detail confirmed a word. Do 

not lower the target to picture matching.

Preparation and equipment

Print the display, story strips and practice pages as needed. Provide 

counters for the game, pencils and the teacher record. Keep answer pages 

with the teacher. Use the five-level rubric after the unseen read.
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Our reading focus

Blend every word.

Track each word from left to right.

Reread to tell what happened.

Success: I read the printed word and explain one event.

Try: “Show where reading starts.”  “Blend s-a-t.”
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Words for reading

grapheme  •  blend  •  word  •  sentence  •  reread  •  meaning

A grapheme is a written letter or letter group.

A sound is what we hear.

A word carries meaning.
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Blend and track

1. Point under each grapheme.

2. Say the sounds.

3. Blend the whole word.

4. Move to the next printed word.

s   a   t   → sat
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Sam and Pat

Sam sat.

Pat sat.

Sam and Pat sit.

Check the print in each word. Keep one-to-one tracking when the line changes.
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A careful contrast

Printed word:  cat

Modelled misread:  cap

The final grapheme changes the word. Meaning can confirm a reading, but it 

cannot replace checking every grapheme.
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Pause and check

Print:  “The cat sat.”

Teacher says:  “The cap sat.”

Does the spoken reading match the print?

Name the print evidence that proves your choice.
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The print controls the answer

It needs repair.

The printed word ends in t, so it says cat.

Reread:  “The cat sat.”
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A fresh blend

m   a   t   → mat

Track and read:  “Sam taps a mat.”

What does Sam tap? Read the whole sentence before you answer.

PREVIEW



One complete partner turn

Read the printed sentence.

Listen to your partner.

Say “same” or “repair”.

Point to the grapheme that proves your choice.

Reread the whole sentence.
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Independent challenge

Print:  “Pins sit in the tin.”

Partner says:  “Pins sit in the tip.”

Decide “same” or “repair”. Show the evidence and reread.
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Guessing does not identify the word

Do not guess from a picture.

Do not use only the first letter.

Do not skip the word.

Return to the print, say every taught sound, blend the word, then reread for 

meaning.
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Rehearsal story

Pip sits.

A tin tips.

Pins spill.

Pip taps the mat.

Track every word. What happened when the tin tipped?
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One target, different support

Support: read a shorter coherent line with teacher pointing.

Core: read the matched story independently.

Extension: read a fresh matched text and explain which print detail confirmed the 

word.
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Independent reading evidence

Read the unseen story aloud.

The teacher records your actual attempts.

Self-correct or ask for justified help if needed.

Explain one event from the text.

You do not need to invent an error.
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My reading evidence

I tracked every word.

I blended the whole word.

I checked the print when a word did not match.

I explained what happened.

My next step is …
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Reading connects print and meaning

Complete-word blending identifies the word.

Tracking keeps your place across lines.

Rereading connects the words into an event.
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Well done!
Check every grapheme.

Blend the word and reread for 
meaning.
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Read, Blend, Make Sense Quiz
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Question 1

Which action shows complete-word blending for sat?

A. Say s-a-t, then sat.

B. Look at a picture and guess.

C. Say only the first sound.
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Answer 1

A. Say s-a-t, then sat.

Saying each taught sound and blending the whole word uses all three 

graphemes.
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Question 2

Print:  “The cat sat.”

A reader says:  “The cap sat.”

Does the reading match the print? Explain.
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Answer 2

No. The printed word ends in t, so it says cat.

The reader must repair the word and reread the sentence.
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Question 3

Read:  “Pam sits. A tin tips.”

What should you do after blending each word?
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Answer 3

Track to the next printed word, reread the two sentences and explain that the tin 

tips.
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Question 4

Print:  “Sam taps a mat.”

Teacher says:  “Sam taps a map.”

Which grapheme proves a repair is needed?
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Answer 4

The final grapheme t in mat.

The printed word is mat, not map.
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Question 5

Compare sat and sit.

Which grapheme changes, and how does the word change?
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Answer 5

The middle grapheme changes from a to i.

Blend all three graphemes to read sat and sit accurately.
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Question 6

A reader sees tin, looks at a picture and says box.

What is the error, and what should happen next?
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Answer 6

The reader guessed instead of using the print.

Return to t-i-n, blend tin, then reread for meaning.
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Question 7

Print:  “Pins sit in the tin.”

Partner says:  “Pins sit in the tip.”

Decide “same” or “repair” and point to the evidence.
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Answer 7

Repair.

The final grapheme in the printed word is n, so the word is tin.
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Question 8

Compare:

“Sam sat.”

“Sam sits.”

Name one similarity and one difference in the print.
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Answer 8

Both begin with Sam.

The action word changes: sat ends in at; sits contains i and ends in ts.
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Question 9

Read:  “Nan sits. A tin tips.”

The lines appear in a new order.

What stays the same about the reading method?
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Answer 9

Start at the first printed word, blend the whole word and track each word in 

order.

The method stays the same when the order changes.
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Question 10

What print evidence shows that pin is not tin?
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Answer 10

The first grapheme is p, not t.

Use that detail with the other graphemes to blend pin.
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Question 11

Claim: “If a sentence makes sense, every word must have been read correctly.”

Is the claim safe? Explain.
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Answer 11

No. A substituted word can still make sense.

Check every grapheme and reread the exact printed sentence.
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Question 12

After reading an unseen story, what evidence shows independent success?
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Answer 12

Accurate word reading and tracking, a specific repair or justified help request 

when needed, and a clear explanation of an event.

A correct reader does not need to invent an error.
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Well done!
Use the print and blend the word.

Make sense of the story.
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