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Our message choices

Find something out.

Ask for what we need.

Share what we think.
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My message has a job

Where are the scissors?

Can you help with my puzzle?

I would choose drawing.

PREVIEW



Think before you speak

What do I need?

Who can help?

Where are we?
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Ask to find out

I need the class scissors.

“Where are the scissors?”

“They are in the art tray.”
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A question that helps

I need to find the scissors.

“Where are the scissors?” helps.

“What is for lunch?” asks about something 

else.
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Ask, listen, follow up

“Where is the art tray?”

“On the shelf.”

“Which shelf?”
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Try a school question

You do not know a game rule.

Ask a classmate who knows.

Listen and try the rule.
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Try a home question

A puzzle piece is missing.

Ask a family member where it is.

What could you ask next?
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Ask for what you need

“Help with this puzzle, please.”

“Which part?”

“Can you help me find the corner?”
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Make the request clear

“Give me that” leaves us guessing.

“Please pass the blue paint” tells us the item.

Other clear words can work too.

PREVIEW



A question can be a request

“Can I borrow the pencil?”

The words ask a question.

The job is to ask for an item.
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Listen and make it clearer

“Can you help?”

“What do you need?”

“Please open my lunch container.”
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Urgent help

If someone is hurt or unsafe:

“Help! Someone is hurt!”

Tell a trusted adult straight away.
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Share a choice

“I would choose the animal story.”

“Why?”

“I like finding out about animals.”
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A different choice

“I like drawing.”

“I like blocks.”

“We like different things. That is okay.”
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Try a school opinion

The class is choosing a game.

Say or point to your choice.

Give a simple reason.
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Try a home preference

Choose a pretend home activity.

“I like ___ because ___.”

Listen to another choice.

PREVIEW



Find-out station

Choose an information card.

Ask about what is missing.

Your partner replies.
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Ask-for station

Choose a request card.

Explain the item, action or help.

Listen and clarify if needed.
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Share station

Choose an opinion card.

Give a choice and a reason.

Respond to a different choice.
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Change the listener

Now ask a teacher instead of a friend.

What does this person know?

Keep useful words or change them.
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Messages that work

Try all three message jobs.

Say, point, use AAC or choose a picture.

Explain one word choice.
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Well Done!
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Question 1: Finding the scissors

You need the class scissors. Which question helps?

A. Where are the scissors?

B. What is for lunch?
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Answer 1

A. Where are the scissors?

It asks about the information you need.
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Question 2: A game rule

You do not know how to start a game. What could you 

ask a classmate?
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Answer 2

“How do we start?” is one useful question.

Accept other questions about starting the game.
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Question 3: Borrowing a pencil

“Can I borrow the pencil?”

What is the message trying to do?
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Answer 3

It asks for an item.

A question can have a requesting job.
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Question 4: The needed detail

“Help me” does not explain enough. You need your lunch 

container opened. What could you say?
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Answer 4

“Please open my lunch container” is one clear request.

Accept other clear requests for this action.
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Question 5: A choice and a reason

Which shares a choice and a reason?

A. I choose drawing because I like colours.

B. Where is my bag?

PREVIEW



Answer 5

A. I choose drawing because I like colours.

Other favourites and simple reasons are welcome.
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Question 6: Different favourites

You like puzzles. Your friend likes drawing. What could you 

say?
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Answer 6

“We like different things. That is okay.”

Accept another respectful response to the difference.
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Question 7: A new listener

Your sibling does not know where the class books are. 

Who at school could you ask, and why?
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Answer 7

A teacher or classmate who knows the shelf could help.

The listener needs to know about the school setting.
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Question 8: Listening to a reply

“The paint is on the shelf.” There are two shelves. What 

could you ask next?
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Answer 8

“Which shelf?” helps you find out the missing detail.

Accept another useful follow-up about the location.
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Question 9: Urgent help

Someone is hurt. Is “Help! Someone is hurt!” a useful 

message?
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Answer 9

Yes. Direct urgent help is appropriate.

Tell a trusted adult straight away.

PREVIEW



Question 10: More than one way

Which could ask for puzzle help?

A. Help me find the corner, please.

B. Can you help me find the corner?
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Answer 10

Both can work.

They clearly ask for the same useful help.
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Well Done!
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