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Learning Intention

We are learning to solve practical money problems by choosing a useful 

operation, showing our thinking and checking that our answer makes sense.

Success looks like: I can follow Read, Mean, Maths, Do, Answer; write a number 

sentence; and explain my answer.
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Mathematical Modelling

Money problems describe real situations. We decide what the information 

means, choose mathematics that fits, calculate, then check the result against 

the situation.
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Our Five-Step Routine

1  READ - What is the question asking?

2  MEAN - Which numbers and words matter?

3  MATHS - Choose +, -, x or divide.

4  DO - Calculate and show your working.

5  ANSWER - Write the answer and check it.
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Scenario Hook

A science kit costs $24. You have already saved $15.

How much more money do you need?

Turn and talk: Which information matters? Which operation could 

help?
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Step 1 - Read

Read the whole problem slowly.

Ask: What do I need to find?

Look for the question at the end and say it in your own words.
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Step 2 - Mean

Find the useful numbers, units and action words.

Ask: What does each number represent?

Ignore details that do not help answer the question.
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Step 3 - Maths

Choose an operation that matches the situation.

Altogether or total may suggest +.

Change or how much more may suggest -.

Equal groups may suggest x or divide.
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Step 4 - Do

Write a clear number sentence.

Use a drawing, repeated addition, known facts or another organised 

strategy.

Keep dollar signs with money amounts.
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Step 5 - Answer and Check

Answer in a sentence.

Check: Did I answer the question? Is the amount reasonable? Can I 

estimate or use the opposite operation to confirm it?
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Guided Practice

Let us solve two money problems together.

For each problem, we will pause at every step and explain why the 

strategy fits.
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Worked Example 1

Four fruit cups cost $3 each.

How much do four fruit cups cost altogether?
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Example 1 - Read

What is the question asking?

We need to find the total cost of four fruit cups.
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Example 1 - Mean

Useful information:

- 4 fruit cups

- $3 for each fruit cup

- altogether means total
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Example 1 - Maths

We have four equal groups of $3.

Choose multiplication or repeated addition.
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Example 1 - Do

4 x $3 = $12

Check with repeated addition:

$3 + $3 + $3 + $3 = $12
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Example 1 - Answer

Four fruit cups cost $12 altogether.

Check: $12 is sensible because four groups of $3 are a little more than 

$10.
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Worked Example 2

You have a budget of $30. You spend $18 at the school market.

How much money is left?
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Example 2 - Read

What is the question asking?

We need to find how much of the $30 budget remains.
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Example 2 - Mean

Useful information:

- start with $30

- spend $18

- left means find the difference
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Example 2 - Maths

The amount becomes smaller after spending.

Choose subtraction.
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Example 2 - Do

$30 - $18 = $12

One strategy: subtract $20, then add back $2.

$30 - $20 = $10; $10 + $2 = $12.
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Example 2 - Answer

$12 is left.

Check with addition: $18 + $12 = $30, so the answer matches the 

starting budget.

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



Review the Routine

READ the question.

MEAN the information.

Choose the MATHS.

DO the calculation.

ANSWER and check.

A strong problem solver explains both the strategy and the result.
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Well Done!
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Problem Solving with Money 
Quiz
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Question 1 - Choose the Operation

Two notebooks cost $6 each. Which operation best finds the total?

A. 6 + 2

B. 6 - 2

C. 2 x 6

D. 6 divided by 2
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Answer 1

C. 2 x 6

There are two equal groups of $6.

2 x $6 = $12.
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Question 2 - Short Answer

A snack costs $7 and a drink costs $5.

What is the total cost? Show a number sentence.
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Answer 2

$7 + $5 = $12

The total cost is $12.
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Question 3 - True or False

$20 - $8 = $14

Is this statement true or false? Explain.
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Answer 3

False.

$20 - $8 = $12.

Check: $12 + $8 = $20.
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Question 4 - Short Answer

You have $30 and spend $17.

How much change is left?
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Answer 4

$30 - $17 = $13

$13 is left.
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Question 5 - Multiple Choice

Three tickets cost $4 each. What is the total?

A. $7

B. $10

C. $12

D. $16
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Answer 5

C. $12

3 x $4 = $12.
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Question 6 - Sharing

Share $18 equally among 3 children.

How much does each child receive?
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Answer 6

$18 divided by 3 = $6

Each child receives $6.
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Question 7 - Reasonableness

Four items cost $5 each. A student says the total is $9.

Is the answer reasonable?
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Answer 7

No.

4 x $5 = $20, so $9 is not reasonable.
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Question 8 - Two Steps

You have $25. You buy a game for $9 and a book for $7. How much is 

left?

A. $9

B. $11

C. $16

D. $23
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Answer 8

A. $9

$9 + $7 = $16

$25 - $16 = $9.
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Question 9 - Short Answer

Five stickers cost $2 each.

What is the total cost?
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Answer 9

5 x $2 = $10

The total cost is $10.
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Question 10 - Answer and Check

You have a $40 budget and spend $26.

Find the change and show one way to check it.
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Answer 10

$40 - $26 = $14

Check: $26 + $14 = $40.

The change is $14.
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Well Done!
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