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Meet the Morphemes

Morphemes are meaningful word parts.

A base can stand alone; a root carries core meaning.

Prefixes attach before. Suffixes attach after.
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Prefixes Change Meaning

re- = again → rebuild

mis- = wrongly →miscalculate

sub- = under → subterranean

inter- = between → intercontinental
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Suffixes Change Word Jobs

create → creation (verb to noun)

rely → reliable (verb to adjective)

danger → dangerous (noun to adjective)

active → activity (adjective to noun)
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Spelling Generalisations

Drop final e: create + -ive → creative

Change y to i: rely + -able → reliable

Double the final consonant: begin + -ing → beginning

Keep the base: hope + -ful → hopeful
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Roots Unlock Words

bio = life → biology, biodegradable

geo = earth → geography, geothermal

tele = far → telescope, telecommunication

graph = write or record → photograph, seismograph

PREVIEW



Analyse Technical Words

biodegradable

bio (life) + degrade (break down) + -able (capable of)

Meaning: capable of being broken down by living organisms.
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Use Morphology and Context

The subterranean tunnel was cool and dark.

sub- means under; terr means earth.

The sentence and morphemes both point to 'underground'.
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Build Word Families

act → action → active → activity

react → reaction → reactive

interact → interaction → interactive

Shared root: act = do
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Four Steps to Decode

1. Circle familiar prefixes and suffixes.

2. Box the base or root.

3. Combine the part meanings.

4. Check the sentence and spelling.
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Try the Strategy

Try, then check:

mis + interpret + ation → process of interpreting wrongly

inter + continent + al → between or involving continents

trans + port + ation → process of carrying across or from place to 

place
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Well Done!
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Question 1

Which prefix means 'between'?

A. anti-

B. inter-

C. sub-

D. mis-
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Answer 1

B. inter-
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Question 2

True or false? In reusable, the prefix re- means 'again'.
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Answer 2

True. Reusable means able to be used again.
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Question 3

Break subterranean into its prefix and root, then give its meaning.
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Answer 3

sub- = under; terr = earth. Subterranean means underground or 

beneath the earth.
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Question 4

Which suffix forms an adjective meaning 'capable of'?

A. -able

B. -ment

C. -tion

D. -ity
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Answer 4

A. -able
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Question 5

True or false? Create + -ive = creative follows the rule of dropping 

the final e.
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Answer 5

True. Drop the final e before adding -ive.
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Question 6

Add a prefix to calculate to mean 'calculate wrongly'.
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Answer 6

miscalculate; mis- means wrongly.
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Question 7

Which word contains a Greek root meaning 'life'?

A. telescope

B. subterranean

C. biography

D. transport
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Answer 7

C. biography; bio means life.
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Question 8

True or false? Adding -ity to active creates the noun activity.
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Answer 8

True. The suffix -ity forms a noun meaning a state or quality.
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Question 9

What shared root appears in reaction, active and interaction, and 

what does it mean?
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Answer 9

act; it means do.
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Question 10

Which analysis of biodegradable is correct?

A. bi = two; grade = score; -able = without

B. bio = book; de = up; grade = level

C. biode = earth; grad = walk; -able = again

D. bio = life; degrade = break down; -able = capable of
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Answer 10

D. It means capable of being broken down by living organisms.
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Well Done!
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