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What is predicting?

Predicting means thinking about what may happen next.

A good prediction is a sensible idea.
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Clues make it strong

A prediction is not a random guess.

Use clues from the book and what you already know.
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Before reading

Look at the title, cover and illustrations.

Ask: What might this book be about?
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Picture clues

Notice faces, actions, objects and the setting.

What do the pictures make you think?
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During reading

Pause when something new happens.

Use each new clue to keep predicting.
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Word clues

Listen to what characters say and do.

Important words can tell you what may happen next.
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Use what you know

Connect a clue to things you have seen, heard or done.

Your experience can help you make sense of the story.
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Model: a windy picnic

The paper plates are lifting. Dark clouds are coming.

I predict the family will pack up because a storm may begin.
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Explain your thinking

Use this sentence frame:

I predict … because …

Always name the clue that helped you.
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Model: the tiny sprout

A green shoot leans towards the sun. The soil is damp.

I predict the sprout will grow because it has light and water.
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Check your prediction

Read on and compare your idea with what happened.

A different outcome does not mean your thinking was bad.
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Change your prediction

New clues can change your mind.

Say: My new prediction is … because …
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Reader practice

Before: use the cover.

During: use new clues.

After: check what happened.

Try: I predict …  I think …  Maybe …  because …
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Well Done!
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Predicting Comprehension
Strategy Quiz
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Question 1

True or false?

A prediction is a sensible idea about what may happen next.
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Answer 1

True.

A prediction is a sensible idea about what may happen next.
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Question 2

Which is the best clue to use before opening a book?

A  The last page

B  The title and cover picture

C  The page number

D  The book's sizePREVIEW



Answer 2

B  The title and cover picture.

They give us useful clues before reading.
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Question 3

A child puts on gumboots and picks up an umbrella.

What might happen next?
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Answer 3

The child may go outside in the rain.

The gumboots and umbrella are useful clues.
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Question 4

Which sentence explains a prediction?

A  I like kites.

B  The kite is blue.

C  I predict the kite will fall because the string is loose.

D  Look at the kite.PREVIEW



Answer 4

C  I predict the kite will fall because the string is loose.

It names the prediction and the clue.
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Question 5

True or false?

A reader must keep the first prediction even when a new clue 

appears.
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Answer 5

False.

A new clue can help a reader change a prediction.
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Question 6

Which words can start a prediction?

A  I think …

B  The end

C  Once upon a time

D  My name is …PREVIEW



Answer 6

A  I think …

You can also say I predict … or Maybe …
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Question 7

A dog waits beside an empty bowl. A child carries a food bag.

What may happen next?
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Answer 7

The child may feed the dog.

The empty bowl and food bag are clues.

PREVIEW



Question 8

Which prediction uses a clue?

A  A chick may hatch because the shell is cracked and chirping.

B  I want a puppy.

C  Eggs are round.

D  The nest is brown.PREVIEW



Answer 8

A  A chick may hatch because the shell is cracked and 

chirping.

The clue supports the prediction.
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Question 9

True or false?

Two readers can make different sensible predictions from the 

same clue.
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Answer 9

True.

Readers can connect clues with different things they know.
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Question 10

When can we make predictions?

PREVIEW



Answer 10

Before, during and after reading.
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Well Done!
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