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Why Paragraphs Help Readers

Paragraphs organise writing into manageable parts.

Each paragraph develops one main idea.

This helps readers follow the writer's thinking.
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What Makes a Paragraph?

A paragraph is a group of sentences about one main idea.

The sentences belong together and appear as one block of text.
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When Do We Start a New Paragraph?

Start a new paragraph when the topic, time, place or speaker 

changes.

A new paragraph signals a fresh part of the writing.

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



One Main Idea

Every sentence should connect to the paragraph's main idea.

Remove a sentence if it wanders away from that focus.
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Three Important Jobs

A strong paragraph often includes:

• a topic sentence

• supporting details

• a concluding sentence
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Topic Sentences

The topic sentence introduces the main idea.

It tells the reader what the paragraph will explain, describe or argue.
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Supporting Details

Supporting sentences add facts, examples, reasons, explanations or 

descriptive details.

They make the main idea clear and convincing.
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Concluding Sentences

A concluding sentence brings the paragraph to a satisfying close.

It links back to the main idea without simply repeating the topic 

sentence.
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Three Paragraph Purposes

Paragraphs can have different purposes.

We will practise persuasive, informative and imaginative 

paragraphs.
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Persuasive Paragraphs

A persuasive paragraph presents an opinion and reasons.

Its purpose is to convince the reader to agree or take action.
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Meet PEEL

PEEL helps writers organise persuasive paragraphs.

P — Point

E — Evidence

E — Explain

L — Link
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P Is for Point

State your opinion clearly in the first sentence.

Example: Every school should have a vegetable garden.
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E Is for Evidence

Support the point with a strong reason, fact or example.

Example: Gardening teaches students where food comes from.
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E Is for Explain

Explain how the evidence proves the point.

Example: Growing food makes science learning practical and 

memorable.
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L Is for Link

Finish by linking back to the opinion.

Example: For these reasons, a school garden would benefit every 

class.
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PEEL Model

Point: Lunchtime clubs should be offered every day.

Evidence: Clubs give students safe ways to explore shared interests.

Explain: This helps students build skills and friendships.

Link: Daily clubs would make lunchtimes more positive.
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Build a PEEL Paragraph

Topic: Our school should create a reading garden.

Think: What is your point? What evidence will you use?

How will you explain it and link back to your opinion?

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



Informative Paragraphs

An informative paragraph explains a topic using accurate facts and 

details.

Its purpose is to teach the reader.
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Informative Structure

Topic sentence — introduce the topic.

Supporting details — add related facts in a logical order.

Concluding sentence — sum up the key idea.
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Choose a Logical Order

Order facts so the reader can follow them.

You might use time order, general-to-specific order or a clear 

sequence of ideas.
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Informative Model: Honeybees

Honeybees help many plants reproduce. As bees visit flowers, pollen 

sticks to their bodies. They carry it to other flowers, allowing seeds 

and fruit to form. This makes honeybees important pollinators.
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Plan an Informative Paragraph

Topic: How sea turtles survive in the ocean.

Choose one main idea. Add three connected facts.

Then write a conclusion that returns to the topic.
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Imaginative Paragraphs

An imaginative paragraph creates a scene, event or character for 

the reader.

Its purpose is to entertain and engage.

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



The Paragraph Hamburger

Top bun — introduce the moment.

Fillings — add actions, thoughts, dialogue and sensory details.

Bottom bun — close the moment or lead to what happens next.
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Make Details Do More

Choose specific verbs and sensory details.

Instead of: The rain was bad.

Try: Rain hammered the roof and rushed along the gutter.
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Imaginative Model

The old box trembled on the shelf. Mia reached towards it, but a faint 

scratching sound made her freeze. Slowly, the lid lifted by itself. Two 

bright green eyes blinked from the darkness inside.
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Your Turn: A Sudden Storm

Write one focused imaginative paragraph.

Begin as the weather changes. Add actions and sensory details.

End with a sentence that closes the moment or creates suspense.
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Edit Every Paragraph

Check: Does every sentence fit one main idea?

Is the purpose clear? Are the sentences in a logical order?

Have you checked capitals, punctuation, spelling and complete 

sentences?
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Well Done!
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Practising Paragraphs 
Quiz
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Question 1

True or false: A paragraph should usually develop one main idea.
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Answer 1

True. The sentences in a paragraph should connect to one clear 

main idea.
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Question 2

Which sentence works best as a topic sentence?

A. Penguins slide.

B. Penguins have several adaptations that help them survive in cold 

places.

C. Cold.

D. They swim too.
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Answer 2

B. It clearly introduces the main idea that the paragraph can 

develop.
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Question 3

Short answer: Name two changes that can signal the need for a new 

paragraph.
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Answer 3

Any two of: a change in topic, time, place or speaker.

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



Question 4
Which sentence is a supporting detail for ‘Our school needs a reading 

garden’?

A. Gardens are green.

B. A quiet outdoor space would give students another place to enjoy 

books.

C. Reading garden.

D. That is my paragraph.
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Answer 4

B. It gives a relevant reason that supports the main idea.
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Question 5

True or false: A concluding sentence should introduce a completely new 

main idea.
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Answer 5

False. It should bring the paragraph to a close and link back to the 

main idea.
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Question 6

In PEEL, what do the two Es stand for?

A. Edit and End

B. Evidence and Explain

C. Enter and Exit

D. Example and Excite
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Answer 6

B. Evidence and Explain.
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Question 7

Short answer: What is the main purpose of an informative paragraph?
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Answer 7

To teach or explain a topic using accurate, relevant facts and details.
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Question 8

Which order is most logical for an informative paragraph about 

planting a seed?

A. Water it; choose a seed; cover it with soil; dig a hole.

B. Choose a seed; dig a hole; place and cover the seed; water it.

C. Cover it; water it; choose it; dig.

D. Any order works.
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Answer 8

B. The steps follow a clear sequence from first to last.
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Question 9

Which detail best strengthens an imaginative paragraph?

A. It was nice.

B. Something happened.

C. Wind rattled the windows while thunder rolled across the dark sky.

D. The paragraph has sentences.
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Answer 9

C. Specific action and sensory detail help the reader imagine the 

scene.
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Question 10

Short answer: List three things to check when editing a paragraph.
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Answer 10

Possible answers include: one main idea, clear purpose, logical 

order, complete sentences, capital letters, punctuation and spelling.
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Well Done!
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