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What Is Poetry?

Poetry uses carefully chosen words, sounds and line 

breaks.

A poem can share an idea, a picture, a feeling or a funny 

moment.

Poets listen to how their words sound aloud.PRE
VIEW



Listen for Sound Patterns

RHYTHM is the beat we can tap.

RHYME joins words with matching ending sounds.

REPETITION uses a word or sound again.

Read aloud. What pattern can you hear?PRE
VIEW



What Is a Syllable?

A syllable is one beat in a spoken word.

Put your hand under your chin.

Say the word slowly.

Count each time your chin drops.PRE
VIEW



Clap and Count

sun — 1 beat

rainbow — 2 beats

butterfly — 3 beats

watermelon — 4 beats

imagination — 5 beatsPRE
VIEW



Haiku

A haiku has 3 lines.

Its syllable pattern is 5 – 7 – 5.

It often captures one nature moment.

A haiku usually does not rhyme.PRE
VIEW



Haiku Example

Soft rain taps the leaves.  (5)

Silver drops dance on the pond.  (7)

Frogs wake with a splash.  (5)

Can you hear the 5 – 7 – 5 beat?PRE
VIEW



Shape Poem

The words make the subject’s shape or movement.

There is no fixed line, rhyme or syllable pattern.

Choose strong words that are still easy to read.
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Shape Poem Example

Up

bright kite

tugging at clouds

dancing, dipping, darting

in the wind

homePRE
VIEW



Tanka

A tanka has 5 lines.

Its syllable pattern is 5 – 7 – 5 – 7 – 7.

It shares a feeling or observation.

A tanka usually does not rhyme.PRE
VIEW



Tanka Example

Cold wind shakes the trees.  (5)

Silver clouds cross the blue sky.  (7)

Leaves race down the path.  (5)

I pull my warm scarf up tight.  (7)

Winter whispers in my ears.  (7)PRE
VIEW



Acrostic

Write your topic letters down the page.

Use each letter to begin a word, phrase or sentence.

Keep every line connected to the topic.
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Acrostic Example

R  Rumbles roll across the sky.

A  Air smells fresh and cool.

I  In every puddle, ripples grow.

N  New rainbows colour the clouds.PRE
VIEW



Cinquain

A cinquain has 5 lines.

The syllable pattern is 2 – 4 – 6 – 8 – 2.

Build it with a noun, adjectives, -ing actions,

a feeling phrase and a final synonym.PRE
VIEW



Cinquain Example

Moonlight  (2)

Silver, glowing  (4)

Shining, floating, dreaming  (6)

I feel calm beneath your soft glow  (8)

Night glow  (2)PRE
VIEW



Limerick

A limerick has 5 funny lines.

Its rhyme pattern is A A B B A.

Lines 1, 2 and 5 sound longer.

Lines 3 and 4 sound shorter.PRE
VIEW



Limerick Example

There once was a small frog named Lee,

Who danced by a tall willow tree.

He hopped on a log,

And waved at a dog,

Then splashed home for afternoon tea.PRE
VIEW



Compare the Six Forms

Haiku — 3 lines, 5 – 7 – 5

Shape Poem — words make a picture

Tanka — 5 lines, 5 – 7 – 5 – 7 – 7

Acrostic — topic letters run down

Cinquain — 5 lines, 2 – 4 – 6 – 8 – 2

Limerick — 5 lines, A A B B APRE
VIEW



Choose Your Poem

PURPOSE — What will your poem share?

AUDIENCE — Who will read or hear it?

TOPIC — What will your poem be about?

FORM — Which pattern suits your idea?PRE
VIEW



Collect Strong Words

Notice what you can see, hear and feel.

Choose precise nouns and lively verbs.

Add describing words that create a clear image.

Keep a word bank before you draft.PRE
VIEW



Draft to the Pattern

Write your first ideas.

Then check the rule for your chosen form.

Count lines, letters, rhymes or syllables.

Leave room to make changes.PRE
VIEW



Revise the Sound

Read your poem aloud.

Listen for rhythm, rhyme and repetition.

Replace weak words with stronger choices.

Make every line help the poem’s meaning.PRE
VIEW



Edit Carefully

Check spelling.

Begin sentences and names with capitals.

Add punctuation where it helps the reader.

Make sure every line is clear.PRE
VIEW



Rehearse and Share

Use clear volume and a steady pace.

Pause where the meaning needs space.

Stress important words and add expression.

Listen respectfully to every poet.PRE
VIEW



Well Done!

PRE
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Poetry Quiz
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Question 1
MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which choice helps make a steady rhythm in a poem?

A. Counting syllable beats

B. Erasing every line

C. Using only long words

D. Writing in a paragraphPRE
VIEW



Answer 1

A. Counting syllable beats

Syllables help a poet hear and build a pattern.
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VIEW



Question 2

TRUE OR FALSE?

A haiku usually follows a 5 – 7 – 5 syllable pattern.
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Answer 2

TRUE

A haiku has 3 lines with 5, 7 and 5 syllables.
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Question 3

SHORT ANSWER

What makes a shape poem special?
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VIEW



Answer 3

Its words are arranged to show the shape or movement 

of the subject.

PRE
VIEW



Question 4
MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which is the tanka syllable pattern?

A. 5 – 7 – 5

B. 5 – 7 – 5 – 7 – 7

C. 2 – 4 – 6 – 8 – 2

D. A A B B APRE
VIEW



Answer 4

B. 5 – 7 – 5 – 7 – 7

A tanka has 5 lines.
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Question 5

TRUE OR FALSE?

In an acrostic, the topic letters run down the page.
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Answer 5

TRUE

Each topic letter begins a new line.
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Question 6

SHORT ANSWER

Write the two rhyming words in this line:

“A green frog sat on a log.”
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Answer 6

frog and log

The words share the same ending sound.
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Question 7
MULTIPLE CHOICE

What belongs on line 3 of a cinquain?

A. One noun

B. Two adjectives

C. Three action words ending in -ing

D. A five-line jokePRE
VIEW



Answer 7

C. Three action words ending in -ing

Together they usually make 6 syllables.
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Question 8

SHORT ANSWER

In an A A B B A limerick, which lines rhyme with each 

other?
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Answer 8

Lines 1, 2 and 5 rhyme.

Lines 3 and 4 rhyme.
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Question 9

TRUE OR FALSE?

Every poem must rhyme.
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Answer 9

FALSE

Poems can use syllables, repetition, shape or another 

pattern instead.PRE
VIEW



Question 10
MULTIPLE CHOICE

Which is the best way to revise a poem?

A. Add unrelated words

B. Read it aloud and improve sound and word choice

C. Remove its pattern

D. Skip checking itPRE
VIEW



Answer 10

B. Read it aloud and improve sound and word choice.

Then edit spelling and punctuation.
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Well Done!
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