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Poetry: Purpose, Structure and Wordplay
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Activate Your Poetry Knowledge

• What makes a text feel like a poem?

• Name a poem, song lyric or chant you remember.

• Which sound patterns do you notice?

• How can a poem make a reader feel?
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Learning Intentions

• Identify purposes, forms, lines, stanzas, rhyme and rhythm.

• Explain how sound, imagery and wordplay shape meaning.

• Interpret a poem using quoted evidence.

• Plan, draft and revise an original poem.
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What Is Poetry?

Poetry is a carefully shaped text that uses deliberate words, sounds, images and line 

breaks.

A poem may tell, describe, reflect, express or entertain. Its form should support its purpose 

and audience.
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Why Do Poets Write?

• Express feelings or ideas

• Tell a story or capture a moment

• Describe a person, place or experience

• Reflect on an event or viewpoint

• Entertain through sound, surprise and humour

PREVIEW



Poetry Forms

• Free verse — flexible lines and patterns

• Haiku — three short lines, often about nature

• Cinquain — a five-line shape

• Acrostic — first letters spell a word

• Limerick and narrative poetry — strong pattern or story
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Lines and Stanzas

A line is one row of words in a poem.

A stanza is a group of lines separated by space.

Poets choose line breaks and stanza breaks to control pace, emphasis and meaning.
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Rhyme and Rhyme Schemes

Rhyme repeats similar ending sounds: light / night.

A rhyme scheme labels each end sound with a letter.

Example: sky (A), rain (B), high (A), again (B) = ABAB.
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Rhythm and Syllables

Rhythm is the beat or flow of spoken words.

Syllables are word beats: thun-der has two.

Read aloud, clap syllables and notice where the poem speeds up, slows down or pauses.
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Sound Devices

Poets shape the way a poem sounds through:

• rhyme and rhythm

• alliteration and assonance

• onomatopoeia

• repetition
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Alliteration and Assonance

Alliteration repeats beginning consonant sounds: Busy bees buzz.

Assonance repeats vowel sounds: Slow boats float home.

Both devices can build mood, emphasis and musical rhythm.
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Onomatopoeia and Repetition

Onomatopoeia imitates a sound: crash, fizz, drip-drop.

Repetition deliberately repeats a word, phrase or sound.

Ask: What does the reader hear, and what effect does the pattern create?
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Imagery and Emotive Language

Imagery helps readers see, hear, feel, smell or taste an experience.

Emotive language suggests feelings and attitudes.

Precise nouns, vivid verbs and sensory details make an image memorable.
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Reading First Nations Australian Poetry Respectfully

• Use authentic, school-approved poems and acknowledge the poet.

• Notice links to Country, place, community and voice when the poet shares them.

• Listen to the poem’s own perspective and context.

• Never treat First Nations cultures as interchangeable.
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Simile and Metaphor

A simile compares using like or as: The river curls like silver thread.

A metaphor says one thing is another: The moon is a lantern.

Explain the image and the mood each comparison creates.
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Personification

Personification gives human actions or qualities to non-human things.

Examples: Streetlights wink. Puddles clap. The breeze tunes leaves.

It can make a scene feel active, playful or emotional.
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Deliberate Wordplay

Wordplay draws attention to how words sound or mean.

Poets may use puns, neologisms, spoonerisms and nonsense words to create humour, 

surprise, rhythm or a fresh image.
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Puns

A pun plays with more than one meaning or with similar sounds.

Example: The baker kneaded a break.

The joke connects kneaded with needed and links the idea to baking.
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Neologisms

A neologism is a newly made word.

Poets can blend words: giggle + hiccup = giccup.

A successful new word should be easy to say and give readers a useful clue to its meaning.
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Spoonerisms

A spoonerism swaps beginning sounds.

pack of lies → lack of pies

crushing blow → blushing crow

The unexpected change can create humour and surprise.
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Nonsense Words

Nonsense words are invented words such as flibberwump or zoodlefizz.

They do not need a dictionary meaning.

Sound, rhythm and context can suggest a creature, action, mood or texture.
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Close Reading Routine

1. Read once for the overall idea.

2. Read aloud for sound and rhythm.

3. Mark form, lines, stanzas and patterns.

4. Quote devices and explain their effects.

5. Connect evidence to purpose, mood and meaning.
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Compose With Purpose

Choose a clear purpose, audience and form.

Collect sensory words and precise verbs.

Plan a sound device and figurative image.

Then map the ideas across deliberate lines and stanzas.
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Revise for Impact

Read the draft aloud.

• Strengthen weak verbs and vague words.

• Check that line breaks and stanzas guide the reader.

• Refine sound, imagery or wordplay.

• Correct spelling and punctuation without losing voice.
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Review and Reflect

Can you identify purpose, audience and form?

Can you explain how a device shapes meaning?

Can you quote evidence accurately?

Can you name one revision that improved your own poem?
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Well Done!

PREVIEW
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Poetry Quiz
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Question 1

Which form and purpose best match a poem that tells a sequence of events?

A. Haiku — list facts

B. Narrative poem — tell a story

C. Limerick — report data

D. Cinquain — give instructions
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Answer 1

B. Narrative poem — tell a story

A narrative poem uses characters, events or a sequence to tell a story.
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Question 2

True or False?

A stanza is a group of lines in a poem.
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Answer 2

TRUE

A stanza groups lines together and can organise ideas, pace or changes in a poem.
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Question 3

Write the rhyme scheme.

Silver bells ring all night.

Soft stars answer with their light.

Morning wakes the quiet town.

Golden sunbeams tumble down.

PREVIEW



Answer 3

AABB

night / light share the A rhyme, and town / down share the B rhyme.
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Question 4

Which line uses alliteration?

A. Moon is a lantern.

B. Busy bees buzz beside bluebells.

C. Crash! went the lid.

D. The river ran quickly.
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Answer 4

B. Busy bees buzz beside bluebells.

The repeated beginning b sound is alliteration.
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Question 5

True or False?

The word “Splash!” can be an example of onomatopoeia.
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Answer 5

TRUE

“Splash!” imitates the sound made when something hits water.
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Question 6

Identify the metaphor and explain its image.

The moon is a lantern over the town.
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Answer 6

Metaphor: “The moon is a lantern.”

It compares the moon to a lantern, creating an image of gentle light shining over the town.
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Question 7

Which sentence contains a pun?

A. The baker kneaded a break.

B. The baker mixed the dough.

C. The baker opened the shop.

D. The baker baked bread.
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Answer 7

A. The baker kneaded a break.

Kneaded sounds like needed and connects the joke to baking.
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Question 8

Blend giggle + hiccup to invent a neologism.

Write the new word and explain how its parts help the reader.
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Answer 8

Sample answer: giccup

The beginning of giggle blends with the end of hiccup, suggesting a hiccup that interrupts 

a laugh.
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Question 9

Which pair is a spoonerism?

A. pack of lies → lack of pies

B. bright light → shining light

C. soft rain → gentle rain

D. fast feet → quick feet
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Answer 9

A. pack of lies → lack of pies

The beginning sounds of pack and lies are swapped.
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Question 10

True or False?

Invented nonsense words can help shape a poem’s rhythm and mood.
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Answer 10

TRUE

The sound and rhythm of an invented word can suggest feeling, movement, humour or 

character.
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Well Done!
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