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"How clues become payoffs

\

J

A clue gives
the reader a
question.

Only LIGHT...
showed on the box.

What could be
inside?

An obstacle
changes what
the character

can do.

RES T
A payoff
answers an earlier
question using

clyes already

A P

What does it
suggest?

An open box
shows the lighthouse
immediately.

The question
ends sooner.




The lighthouse before opening — part 1 of 3

At eight o'clock, the school hall was almost ready for the
inventions exhibition. Leila checked the display cards while
her friend Arun carried a box of spare clips. Their class had
built a lighthouse with a tiny lamp that flashed when someone
turned a paper handle. The lighthouse belonged & the front

table. In its place lay a circle of dust and one |

Leila remembered tying that ribbon aggin odel's base
so visitors could spot it from the do . The table card still
1

said "Our Working Lighthouse'§I arrived now, the

card would point to an ce. She set down her pencil
and asked Arun to @)k.

"The doors o r," said Arun. Leila looked beneath
the tabs ;?ig ouse. She looked behind the folding
screen. nothing. Above the empty space, a window
rattled in the wind. A drop of water landed on the tablecloth.
The cloth was damp near the window, but the floor was dry.




The lighthouse before opening — part 2 of 3

Mr Chen, the caretaker, walked past with a ladder.
"Is everything ready?" he asked. Before Leila could
answer, the hall lights flickered. Mr Chen hurried
towards the switchboard. Leila noticed a brgad
cardboard box beside the stage curtain. &nlWthe first
ribbon

letters on its label showed: LIGHT

hidden by a rolled poster. A coner g¢ b

peeked from beneath its li red whether
someone had packed Qho e away, but she
could not see insi@

Leila follg mp tablecloth with her eyes.

A fine @ cr®sed the window frame. Water had
probablglipped through during the night's rain.
"Perhaps the model got wet," she said. Arun pointed
out that the cloth was damp only where the lighthouse
had stood. That made the empty circle seem less like

a mistake and more like a careful move. Yet who had
moved it, and where?




The lighthouse before opening — part 3 of 3

They carried the other displays away from the window.

Mr Chen returned with a cloth and explained that he had
seen the leak at seven. He had put the lighthouse somewhere
dry while he fetched the ladder. At that moment§he stage
curtain shifted. Leila saw the whole label: L
HANDLE WITH CARE. Mr Chen li

the model rested on tissue pape

ri bon t1ed safely
around the base.

"I meant to leave y te,” he said, "but the lights

needed atte n tested the paper handle.
The la
table a

where visi®rs could see it. When the doors opened,

, then twice. Leila moved the front
om the w1ndow and placed the lighthouse

the model was ready. Leila glanced at the dry tablecloth
and the labelled box. The clues had been there before
the answer was.




An earlier answer — part 1 of 2

At eight o'clock, the school hall was almost
ready for the inventions exhibition. Leila
checked the display cards while Arun carried

a box of spare clips. Their class had buit a
lighthouse with a tiny lamp. It s@e
been on the front table. In its avircle
of dust and one loose blu A@
Leila looked ben N’&B No lighthouse.
Arun looked b@e olding screen. Then
arc¢Ker, walked past with a

Mr Chen
ladg ved your lighthouse into the box

besi e stage,” he said. "The window leaked
during the night, and I wanted to keep the
model dry. I'll help you move the table when
['ve checked the lights." He pointed to a broad
cardboard box with a label partly covered by a
rolled poster. Its blue ribbon showed beneath
the lid.




An earlier answer — part 2 of 2

“Thank you,” said Leila. She lifted the box lid a little. The
model rested safely on tissue paper. Its paper handle had
not bent. Mr Chen went to the switchboard because the
lights had flickered. Leila and Arun carried the other
displays away from the damp window. A drop of water
landed where the lighthouse had stood, and a fige crack
showed in the window frame. The dry floor em that
the leak had started recently.

The friends moved the front ta

e ds the middle of
the hall. Arun asked whether x worked. Leila
turned the paper handl itfauet on a fold in the

d tried again. The lamp

flashed once, th Mr, Chen returned with a cloth
to wipe the e had noticed the leak at seven
and ha ve a note after fetching the ladder.

When {R€ doors opened, the lighthouse stood safely on a
dry table.Wisitors leaned close to see its little lamp flash.
Leila was pleased that they had solved the practical
problem before the exhibition began. The same events
happened as in the delayed version: a leak, a careful
move, a brief search and a safe display. The reader learns
what the box holds much earlier, so the question about
the lighthouse ends sooner. The small question about
whether the lamp will work remains until the handle
turns.




ur pictures, one fair answer

I

If panel 4 comes immediately after panel 1, what happens to the reader’s question?




Words, pictures and reader questions

A. “Only LIGHT... showed.”
What can a reader infer?

hat visual

J

appear before Mr Chen
explains the move. Why does
this make the payoff fair?

D. Compare opening the box
early with opening it late.
Which reader question ends
sooner?

\




Name:

Reader question timeline — guided

For each answer, write one detail and one effect on the reader.

1. MODEL: Empty stand + blue ribbon. Reader asks: Where is the lighthouse?
Detail:

Effect on reader:

2. “LIGHT...” appears on a partly hidden label. What

Detail:

Effect on reader:

3. Damp cloth appe d yMdow. How does this change your guess?

Detail:

4. Mr Chen opens the labelled box. Which earlier clues does this answer?

Detail:

Effect on reader:




Name: ANSWERS

Reader question timeline — guided

For each answer, write one detail and one effect on the reader.

1. MODEL: Empty stand + blue ribbon. Reader asks: Where is the lighthouse?
Detail: The stand is empty; the blue ribbon remains.

Effect on reader: We wonder where the lighthouse went.

2. “LIGHT...” appears on a partly hidden label. What
Detail: _Only LIGHT... is visible on the la

Effect on reader: We suspect the box@but

3. Damp cloth appe d widow. How does this change your guess?

ear the cracked window.

er: A protective move becomes a likely explanation.

4. Mr Chen opens the labelled box. Which earlier clues does this answer?

Detail: _The partial label and ribbon pointed to the box.

Effect onreader: Opening it confirms the clue chain and ends the question.




Name:

Reader question timeline — core

For each moment, note what the reader knows, wonders and later learns.

Moment What the reader What the reader What the reader
knows wonders later learns
1. The stand
is empty.
2. A ribbon
lies on the table.

3. A label reads
only LIGHT...

4. Water lands
on the cloth.

5. Mr Chen
carries a ladder.

6. The box ope

Then explain how delaying moment 6 changes the reading.




Name: AN SWERS

Reader question timeline — core

For each moment, note what the reader knows, wonders and later learns.

Moment What the reader What the reader What the reader
knows wonders later learns
1. The stand . :
is empty. Stand empty Where is model? Safe in box
2. A ribbon _ . .
lies on the table. | Ribbon remains Was it moved? Rit@on tied to base

3. A label reads

only LIGHT... | Label: LIGHT... Il label confirms
4. Water lands
onthecloth. | Cloth is wet Caretaker saw leak
5. Mr Chen
carries a ladder. | Mr C s ger he fixing leak? He moved model first
6. The box ope A
X OMRNS Is model safe? Yes, on tissue

Then explain how delaying moment 6 changes the reading.

Delaying the open-box moment keeps the location question alive while

the ribbon, label and leak make the answer fair.




Name:

Reader question timeline — transfer
Plot Tension: Questions and Payoffs — Year 4

Read The garden map.

1. What does the green paper corner make a reader wonder? Give the detail and
your inference.

2. How does the partly visible ec xng of the answer? Explain.

3. Why does Jo's explanation fit the earlier clues? Name two details.




Name: ANSWERS

Reader question timeline — transfer
Plot Tension: Questions and Payoffs — Year 4

Read The garden map.

1. What does the green paper corner make a reader wonder? Give the detail and
your inference.

The green paper corner suggests the missing map may st be nearby.

It does not prove where.

2. How does the partly visible ect@he tiffing of the answer? Explain.
The tube hints at a placed® lo ut its Contents stay hidden until Jo returns.
The question last .

3. Why does Jo’s explanation fit the earlier clues? Name two details.

The green corner and partly visible tube prepare the explanation that Jo

rolled the map to keep it safe from rain.




Pacing editor — how to play

1. Work with a partner.

2. Take one challenge card.

3. The card gives four moments in mixed order.
Put them in an order that gives a fair clje before
the answer.

4. Explain: “This detail make onder

____;thelaterreveal a
5. Your partner c Qeac er key. Swap roles.
6. Finish a ner has explained three
choices!

WORK%D TURN

Empty stand — partial LIGHT... label = damp cloth —
open box.

The partial label and damp cloth prepare the answer.

WRONG CHOICE

Open box first. This gives away the location before
clues can build a question.

ukindi



Pacing editor — cards 1-6

Caretaker explains
safe move

Open box

Empty stand

Partial LIGHT... label

Blue ribbon on table.

e Tape scrap
e Missing poster
e Rolled poster behind

screen.

Lamp flashes (¢ Gardener explains
)\ /2  move

Handle caught Plant on dry sill

Model lamp dark : Fv Wet floor

Tissue removed. Empty plant shelf.

e o o e e e e s —— ——— — — —— ——_——_——_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——_—_—————— it



Pacing editor — cards 7-12

e Medal safe in case

e Velvet case edge

e Coach arrives

e Empty medal display.

® Kite recovered
@ String on tabl
@ Storage t

® Item returned
® Blue ribbon
o Labelled cupboard
o Empty display hook.

4f
|
I
|
|
|
|
I

_____________________________________ 1=

0 -

® Recipe card found
@ Floury corner
® Closed folder

Key found
@ Pencil mark

® Folded sheet

® Missing map key.

® Vane safe
@ Orange tag
@ Partly open cupboard

@ Missing weather vane.



The garden map — tension rehearsal

Mina arrived at the community garden to find the visitor map missing from its
stand. Families would arrive at ten. A green paper corner lay beside the watering
can. In the first drawing, a long tube rested behind the seed trays; only a strip of
green paper showed at one end. Mina checked the shed, but its door was locked.
She wondered if the wind had carried the map away.

The garden leader, Jo, returned with string. Overnight rain had loosened the map’s
frame. Jo had rolled the map and placed it in the tube to stop the paper from
tearing while the frame dried. The second drawing shows the tube open and the
green map inside. Mina unrolled the map and helped Jo fasten it to a dry board.

Mina smoothed the map’s creases while Jo tightened the strj
came through the gate just as they finished. A child pointed
on the map, then found the matching path between
can back and looked once more at the tube behi es

first family
etable beds
the watering
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Name:

Which word clue comes first? Which pictured clue comes first? What question does
each raise? How do Jo’s words and the second picture pay these off?




The garden map — tension rehearsal

Mina arrived at the community garden to find the visitor map missing from its
stand. Families would arrive at ten. A green paper corner lay beside the watering
can. In the first drawing, a long tube rested behind the seed trays; only a strip of
green paper showed at one end. Mina checked the shed, but its door was locked.
She wondered if the wind had carried the map away.

The garden leader, Jo, returned with string. Overnight rain had loosened the map’s
frame. Jo had rolled the map and placed it in the tube to stop the paper from
tearing while the frame dried. The second drawing shows the tube open and the
green map inside. Mina unrolled the map and helped Jo fasten it to a dry board.

first family
etable beds
the watering

Mina smoothed the map’s creases while Jo tightened the strj
came through the gate just as they finished. A child pointed
on the map, then found the matching path between
can back and looked once more at the tube behi es
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Name: ANS S

Which word clue comes first? Which pictured clue comes first? What question does
each raise? How do Jo’s words and the second picture pay these off?

The green r r is the first word clue.

The first picture shows a green strip at the closed tube.
Both make us wonder if the map is nearby.

Jo says she rolled it to protect it from rain.

The open-tube picture confirms the map is safe there.




Name:

Repair a weak explanation

Weak claim: The story is tense because the map is missing.

Repair it. Name one exact word or image detail, the reader question
it raises, and how the later answer fits.

Describe a change to the first picture that would show the map is safe >
earlier.

Explain what question becomes shorter.

1. Repair the weak explanation.

o

2. Descri

picture change and explain the shorter question.




Name: ANSWERS

Repair a weak explanation

Weak claim: The story is tense because the map is missing.

Repair it. Name one exact word or image detail, the reader question
it raises, and how the later answer fits.

Describe a change to the first picture that would show the map is safe ~ <

earlier.
Explain what question becomes shorter.

1. Repair the weak explanation.

The green corner beside the watering can m onder
whether the missing map is still in the g explanation
and the open tube fit that visible cl

2. Descri picture change and explain the shorter question.

Show the whom® green map inside the tube in Picture 1. Readers would

know it was safe before Mina checked the shed, so the question about

its location would end sooner.




The weather vane — assessment story

At nine, the class was ready to show its small weather vane at the
community science morning. The display stand was empty. Beside it lay
a loose orange tag. In the first picture, a tall cupboard door stands
slightly open. Only the edge of a round metal base is visible. A card
pinned to the door reads "Keep dry." Ravi looks at the empty stand and
asks whether the vane has been taken outside.

Wind pushes rain through the open hall window. Ravi closes it and sees
fresh drops on the stand. He remembers that the vane's faper arrows
must stay dry. In the second picture, the cupboard r ojens wide.
The weather vane rests on a towel inside, with i tied to
the base. Ms Bell explains that she moved ifgfefor ain reached

the stand, then went to fetch a cloth.
x'
be

Ravi checks that the arrows still tur
near the door, and the scien rni

e vane to a dry table
s. The first visitor stops

t I




Name:

The weather vane — tension map

Use the assessment story and its two pictures. Record TWO exact word moments and TWO
exact picture moments. For each, tell what the reader knows or wonders and how the timing
keeps interest. Then explain why the ending fits the earlier clues.

Mode Exact detail Reader question or effect Later payoff

Word 1

Word 2

Picture 1

o€

Why is the ending fair?




Name: AN SWERS

The weather vane — tension map

Use the assessment story and its two pictures. Record TWO exact word moments and TWO
exact picture moments. For each, tell what the reader knows or wonders and how the timing
keeps interest. Then explain why the ending fits the earlier clues.

Mode Exact detail Reader question or effect Later payoff
Word1 | Loose orange tag Where did the vane go? Tag\ged to safe vane
Word 2 | Rain and paper arrows | Will the modefget ell moved it to stay dry
Picture 1 | Partly open cupboa Is it | Clue, not proof | Door later opens

round base edge
Picture 2 | V. 0 rangevag | Location is confirmed The earlier clue is answered

Why is the ending fair?

The tag, partly open cupboard, rain and paper arrows prepare the safe-move

explanation. Revealing the vane later keeps the question open. Accept other

supported readings.




Name:

Plot tension learning evidence

Evidence

insecure.

s o 3 Developing with Target met
Criterion Needs teaching support independently
Concept/accuracy | Uses an inaccurate | Applies the idea to Applies clue, obstacle,
representation or a familiar model reveal and payoff
only names a device. | with a prompt. accurately to a fresh
case.
Application/ Cannot yet complete | Maps some two exact word
procedure a meaningful moments with a 0 exact picture
tension map. model or pro s independently
Reason/evidence | Gives a guess, plains a reader
opinion or device question or effect
label only. with precise word and
visual evidence.
Transfer/ Response | unicates with | Gives a coherent
communication support; fresh case supported explanation

in a fresh matched
context.

Next step:
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Our learning g#al

) 4

Explain how o writer or illustrator givesWread , delays an answer

offo]. Y”
ond makes the payoff satisfyi

Look for evidence n@ .

0
|

ﬁ




Words for our thi

) 4

A clue is a detail that raises a fair ques
An obstacle changes what o
Tension grows while the 1S still uncertain.

A payoff answers o



A\

"\

Model a clue and gayo&H

Words: “Only LIGHT... showed on the bo

Picture: a b



Read Story A: the

The exhibition table has a dust circle o

The lighthouse model is missi

A damp cloth and a cra other problem.

What does Leila kno suspect?






see “L

infer t

natt

| connot cal

Mbo

) 4

oa@¥th the lid.



Check the infec#nce

) 4

The box might hold the model. That is oRUpPPSEed W Rs#PTOt proof.

When the lid opens, the earlie es COnfmct to

A fair payoff helps tk@
\ 4

gnswer.

eWues mattered.

.

® 6
\

ﬂ




e

An obstacle changes

Rain enters through a cracked window.

The model cannot safely stay

Moving it protects the | , ot yet know where it went.

The obstacle gives t



A\

"\
Try the panel chgifengr

) 4

Choose the first panel: empty table, po od 0. @P0pen lid.

CON

Which order gives a reader o {gac questiog?

Explain the moment@

€




Move one rew#al

Move the open-lid panel earlier or late
What new question does a re
Does the payoff still use arlier

Explain the change i ce-and-eftect sentence.
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Repair a weak amSwe

) 4

Weak: “It is suspenseful because there i

MURRIY.’

Better: “The partial label mak whe the missing model is in the

box; the later open lid a rs tha

Nome the detail an effe



A\

"\

Rehearse with the ggfdernydap

) 4

A green corner appears on o map; the ooPtube.

What question can the image IS opened?

Which later moment an

Connect the clue, g



Choose your chc

Support: say a clue and use “This mokegmne W\

yoff.

e reader’s experience changes.

Core: link one word clue and visuol c@e to o

Extension: move a revea expl

=

[:
ik @
\ 4




Independent tensi

) 4

Read the weather-station case.

Find two moments created b WO cré&@ed by pictures.

For each, name the evid n and payoff or effect.

Do not treat a gues



Check your explgfatic

Did you name two word moments and
Did each question grow from
Did you explain what th

Revise one vague se precise detail.



What authors and il a

They choose when a reader notices a ¢

They choose how long a quesig

They make the answer It to earlier evidence.

You can explain tho
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Ql - Clue or ansyrer"-

or a clue? Explain.



Al - Clue or ansyrer"

) 4

It is a clue. The partial word suggests t g ligNgmg#®e may be inside, but

the closed lid leaves other posgaiiliti



Q2 - Reveadl tipihg

) 4

A story shows the open box in its first s Ot hEEogl?s to the reader’s

guestion about the missing m



A2 - Reveadl tining

) 4

The question ends earlier. A later reveal@ts trRgkeoon e label and ribbon

ues for longer.
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Q3 - A hew cupbogrd ct

"<

1, O 1 of blue paper



A\
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A3 - A nhew cupbogid cc

<

> blue paper



QU - Follow the gibo

) 4

What does the blue ribbon beneath the@ox | e lighthouse story?

sl ¥



AU - Follow the Lifbo

) 4

_eila tied blue ribbon to the model, so tIg rib e sud at the missing

ighthouse may be in the box.



QS - Confirm the gfis

) 4

del. ich clue becomes o

Mr Chen opens the lid and lifts out the

confirmed answer?



AS - Confirm the gfis

) 4

The ribbon and partial “LIGHT...” label n oct tOmgPonfirmed location of

the lighthouse.
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Q6 - Repair the expinc

) 4

” NC Jetail and its effect

Improve this answer: “The author uses JW@spe

on the reader.



"\
A6 - Repair the expinc

The partly hidden label makes the rea @¥Clel is in the box;

opening the lid later answers



Q7 - Place the expldnha

) 4

Should Mr Chen explain the safe move ofte notices the leak if

ore

you want a short, fair delay? ?



A7 - Place the expldnha

) 4

After the leak is noticed: the wet cloth gles o Sk reORg¥ suspect a safe move

before Mr Chen confirms it.
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Q8 - Two kinds qf”Clue

) 4

Name one clue given by the words andWne cREtho @ be shown in o

picture of the box.



"\

A8 - Two kinds of”Clue

Words: the partly visible “LIGHT...” label W beneath the lid.

Each can raise the same quesig
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Q4 - Missing posfer

) 4

A missing exhibition poster is followed Ire C ed sheet beside the

ap
stage. What remains uncertai



A\
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A9 . Missing pogfer

) 4

The reader can wonder whether the rol& the@astert

N4t opens, the picture

IS evidence for a guess, not pr



QIO - Use evideifce

) 4

Write an evidence-and-effect sentence®ar th&@olle IS



AlO - Use evideifce

the poster was



Qll - Avoid a ledE

) 4

Does a partly seen box prove that som o the@aaProuse? Why or why

€ St

not?



All - Avoid a lefr

No. The box suggests a location, not th upported reason

that someone may have mov



N
s

QlI2 - Four mo

Fresh case: the class robot vanishes be e 7y o wheel track ends

ot the storeroom and Ms Cole 25 show a red bolt and o

robot-shaped cloth. Lat e reve paired robot. Explain two word and

two picture momen



A\

"\

Al2 - Four mo s

) 4

o
v

Words: track — where did it go? Tool hy Sl Ms ced i1t? Pictures: red

bolt — is it domaged? Cloth skgge — is side’

linked questions. Eachm@

2e repair reveal pays off the

oWue, not proof.

ﬂ

X
|




Use detgiis

<

A
\

Well

\IO

ne

plain each

»
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