
Scan to start your 
free 7-day trial

www.sukindi.com.au

Homework without the hassle
Sukindi is an Australian learning platform 

that supports Teachers, Parents and 

Students with an interactive homework 

app and downloadable resources.

Plot Tension: Questions and Payoffs - Year 4

Table of Contents

Presentation: Plot Tension: Questions and Payoffs

Classroom Display: How Clues Become Payoffs

Story A: The Lighthouse Before Opening · Part 1

Story A: The Lighthouse Before Opening · Part 2

Story A: The Lighthouse Before Opening · Part 3

Story B: The Early Reveal · Part 1

Story B: The Early Reveal · Part 2

Compare the Story Panels

Words and Images: Clue Analysis

Reader Question Timeline: Guided

Reader Question Timeline: Core

Reader Question Timeline: Transfer

Reveal Relay: How to Play

Reveal Relay: Challenge Cards 1

Reveal Relay: Challenge Cards 2

Garden Map: Fresh Practice Story

Revise the Reveal

Quiz: Plot Tension: Questions and Payoffs

Assessment: Plot Tension: Questions and Payoffs (story and tension map)

Rubric: Plot Tension: Questions and Payoffs

https://www.instagram.com/sukindi.learning/
https://www.facebook.com/sukindi.learning
http://www.sukindi.com.au/


PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



PREVIEW



Plot Tension: Questions and Payoffs
Year 4 English
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Our learning goal

Explain how a writer or illustrator gives a reader a question, delays an answer 

and makes the payoff satisfying.

Look for evidence in both words and pictures.
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Words for our thinking

A clue is a detail that raises a fair question.

An obstacle changes what a character can do.

Tension grows while the answer matters but is still uncertain.

A payoff answers an earlier question.

PREVIEW



Model a clue and a payoff

Words: “Only LIGHT... showed on the box.”

Picture: a blue ribbon peeks beneath the lid.

Question: Could the missing lighthouse be inside?

Payoff: the opened box confirms the guess and explains the move.
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Read Story A: the opening

The exhibition table has a dust circle and a loose blue ribbon.

The lighthouse model is missing.

A damp cloth and a cracked window add another problem.

What does Leila know? What does she only suspect?
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Compare Story B

The caretaker opens the box early in Story B.

The missing-model question ends sooner.

Which version gives you longer to test the ribbon and label clues?

Both are clear; they create different reading experiences.
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Think aloud with evidence

I see “LIGHT...” on a partly covered label and a ribbon beneath the lid.

I infer that the lighthouse may be inside.

I cannot call it a fact until the lid opens.

What other explanation could still fit?
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Check the inference

The box might hold the model. That is a supported guess, not proof.

When the lid opens, the earlier clues connect to the answer.

A fair payoff helps the reader see why the clues mattered.
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An obstacle changes the plan

Rain enters through a cracked window.

The model cannot safely stay on the display table.

Moving it protects the lamp, but Leila does not yet know where it went.

The obstacle gives the delay a reason.
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Try the panel challenge

Choose the first panel: empty table, partly covered box, or open lid.

Which order gives a reader a fair question?

Explain the moment the answer becomes certain.
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Move one reveal

Move the open-lid panel earlier or later.

What new question does a reader ask?

Does the payoff still use an earlier clue?

Explain the change in one evidence-and-effect sentence.
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Repair a weak answer

Weak: “It is suspenseful because there is a mystery.”

Better: “The partial label makes me wonder whether the missing model is in the 

box; the later open lid answers that question.”

Name the detail and the effect.
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Rehearse with the garden map

A green corner appears on a map; then someone notices a tube.

What question can the image raise before the tube is opened?

Which later moment answers it?

Connect the clue, question and payoff.
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Choose your challenge

Support: say a clue and use “This makes me wonder...”

Core: link one word clue and one visual clue to a payoff.

Extension: move a reveal and explain how the reader’s experience changes.
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Independent tension map

Read the weather-station case.

Find two moments created by words and two created by pictures.

For each, name the evidence, reader question and payoff or effect.

Do not treat a guess as a confirmed answer.
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Check your explanation

Did you name two word moments and two picture moments?

Did each question grow from a visible or written clue?

Did you explain what the later payoff answered?

Revise one vague sentence with a precise detail.
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What authors and illustrators do

They choose when a reader notices a clue.

They choose how long a question stays open.

They make the answer matter by connecting it to earlier evidence.

You can explain those choices with details.
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Well done!
You can explain a clue and its 

payoff.
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Plot Tension: Questions and Payoffs 
Quiz

Year 4 English
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Q1 · Clue or answer?

A box label shows only “LIGHT...”. Is that a confirmed answer or a clue? Explain.
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A1 · Clue or answer?

It is a clue. The partial word suggests the missing lighthouse may be inside, but 

the closed lid leaves other possibilities.
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Q2 · Reveal timing

A story shows the open box in its first scene. What happens to the reader’s 

question about the missing model?
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A2 · Reveal timing

The question ends earlier. A later reveal lets the reader test the label and ribbon 

clues for longer.
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Q3 · A new cupboard case

A class poster is missing. A cupboard door is ajar, and a roll of blue paper 

peeks out. What question could a reader ask?
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A3 · A new cupboard case

A fair question is whether the poster is in the cupboard. The blue paper 

supports the idea but does not confirm it.
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Q4 · Follow the ribbon

What does the blue ribbon beneath the box lid suggest in the lighthouse story?
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A4 · Follow the ribbon

Leila tied blue ribbon to the model, so the ribbon suggests that the missing 

lighthouse may be in the box.
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Q5 · Confirm the answer

Mr Chen opens the lid and lifts out the model. Which earlier clue becomes a 

confirmed answer?
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A5 · Confirm the answer

The ribbon and partial “LIGHT...” label now connect to the confirmed location of 

the lighthouse.
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Q6 · Repair the explanation

Improve this answer: “The author uses suspense.” Name a detail and its effect 

on the reader.
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A6 · Repair the explanation

The partly hidden label makes the reader wonder if the model is in the box; 

opening the lid later answers that question.
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Q7 · Place the explanation

Should Mr Chen explain the safe move before or after Leila notices the leak if 

you want a short, fair delay? Why?
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A7 · Place the explanation

After the leak is noticed: the wet cloth gives a fair reason to suspect a safe move 

before Mr Chen confirms it.
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Q8 · Two kinds of clue

Name one clue given by the words and one clue that could be shown in a 

picture of the box.
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A8 · Two kinds of clue

Words: the partly visible “LIGHT...” label. Picture: blue ribbon beneath the lid. 

Each can raise the same question.
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Q9 · Missing poster

A missing exhibition poster is followed by a picture of a rolled sheet beside the 

stage. What remains uncertain?
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A9 · Missing poster

The reader can wonder whether the roll is the poster. Until it opens, the picture 

is evidence for a guess, not proof.
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Q10 · Use evidence

Write an evidence-and-effect sentence for the rolled sheet in Q9.

PREVIEW



A10 · Use evidence

The rolled sheet near the stage makes the reader wonder if the poster was 

moved there; unrolling it could pay off that question.
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Q11 · Avoid a leap

Does a partly seen box prove that someone stole the lighthouse? Why or why 

not?
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A11 · Avoid a leap

No. The box suggests a location, not theft. The leak gives a supported reason 

that someone may have moved the model safely.
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Q12 · Four moments

Fresh case: the class robot vanishes before a fair. Words say a wheel track ends 

at the storeroom and Ms Cole fetches a tool. Pictures show a red bolt and a 

robot-shaped cloth. Later she reveals the repaired robot. Explain two word and 

two picture moments.
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A12 · Four moments

Words: track → where did it go? Tool → why did Ms Cole need it? Pictures: red 

bolt → is it damaged? Cloth shape → is it inside? The repair reveal pays off the 

linked questions. Each earlier detail was a clue, not proof.
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Well done!
Use details to explain each 

payoff.
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