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Persuasive Writing Has A 
Job

A persuasive text tries to convince a reader to think, feel or act in a 

particular way.

Writers make careful choices so their message is clear and 

convincing.
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Know Your Audience

Strong writers think about who will read the text.

The best reasons for students may be different from the best 

reasons for families, teachers or community leaders.
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State A Clear Position

Your position tells the reader what you believe.

A strong opening makes the topic and point of view clear from the 

beginning.
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Choose Strong Reasons

Reasons explain why your position makes sense.

Select the arguments that are most relevant, fair and likely to 

persuade your audience.
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Use Evidence To Prove It

Evidence can include facts, examples, expert ideas or statistics.

Good evidence supports the reason instead of just sounding 

impressive.
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Ask Rhetorical Questions

A rhetorical question makes readers pause and think.

For example: Who would not want a safer, greener playground?
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Use The Rule Of Three

Three linked ideas can make a sentence memorable.

A reading garden could be calm, useful and inspiring.
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Repeat With Purpose

Repetition can emphasise an important idea.

Use it carefully so the writing sounds powerful instead of 

annoying.
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Choose Emotive Language

Emotive words help readers feel why the issue matters.

Choose words that match the topic without overdoing it.
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Lift Modality

High modality words show confidence.

Words such as must, definitely and will sound stronger than might, 

maybe and could.
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Organise The Structure

Most persuasive texts include an introduction, body paragraphs 

and a conclusion.

Each paragraph should build the argument in a logical order.
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Plan Before Drafting

A clear plan helps you choose a position, three reasons, evidence 

and persuasive devices before you write.
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Edit For Impact

After drafting, check that every paragraph supports the position.

Improve weak reasons, add evidence and sharpen your 

conclusion.
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This Week's Challenge

You will analyse persuasive devices, sort evidence, sequence a text, 

plan your own argument and write a persuasive letter.
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Great Work!
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Question 1

Which purpose best matches persuasive writing?

A. To convince a reader

B. To list random facts

C. To retell yesterday's events

D. To describe a setting onlyPR
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Answer 1

A. Persuasive writing aims to convince a reader to think, feel or act.
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Question 2

True or false: A persuasive writer should think about the target 

audience.
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Answer 2

True. Audience affects the reasons, examples and language a 

writer chooses.
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Question 3

Name one structural part of a persuasive text.
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Answer 3

Possible answers include introduction, position statement, body 

paragraph, reason, evidence, conclusion or call to action.
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Question 4

Which word has the highest modality?

A. might

B. could

C. must

D. sometimesPR
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Answer 4

C. Must is a high modality word because it shows strong certainty.
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Question 5

True or false: Any statistic is useful as evidence, even if it does not 

match the claim.
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Answer 5

False. Evidence needs to support the claim clearly and accurately.
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Question 6

Write a rhetorical question for this issue: the school should plant 

more trees.
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Answer 6

Example: Who would not want a cooler, greener playground?
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Question 7

Which is the strongest evidence for a reading club?

A. Reading is nice.

B. Last term, 84 students borrowed books before school.

C. I like books.

D. Clubs are popular.PR
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Answer 7

B. It gives a specific fact that supports the argument.
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Question 8

True or false: The rule of three uses three linked words or ideas for 

impact.
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Answer 8

True. Three linked ideas can make a persuasive sentence 

memorable.
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Question 9

What should a conclusion do in a persuasive text?
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Answer 9

It should restate the position, summarise the main point and often 

include a call to action.
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Question 10

A writer includes a different view and then answers it. What is this 

called?

A. Counterargument

B. Caption

C. Setting

D. DialoguePR
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Answer 10

A. A counterargument considers another view and responds to it.
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Great Work!
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