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What Is a Paragraph?

A paragraph is a group of sentences about one central idea.

It helps a reader follow the writer's thinking.
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Why Paragraphs Help Readers

Paragraphs break writing into clear chunks.

Each new idea starts a new paragraph.

Readers can pause, predict and connect ideas.
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One Paragraph, One Main Idea

Ask: What is this paragraph mostly about?

Every supporting sentence should build that same idea.

Move unrelated details to another paragraph.
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Three Paragraph Purposes

Informative paragraphs explain facts.

Persuasive paragraphs convince a reader.

Imaginative paragraphs create an event or experience.
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Topic Sentences Launch the Idea

A topic sentence introduces the paragraph's central idea.

Make it specific enough to guide every sentence that follows.
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Supporting Details Build Meaning

Add facts, examples, evidence, reasons or events.

Choose details that clearly support the central idea.
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Explain the Detail

Do not leave evidence on its own.

Explain how the fact, reason, example or event connects to the main idea.
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Link and Conclude

A linking sentence returns to the central idea.

It can sum up, show a result or lead smoothly to the next idea.
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Meet PEEL

P —Point: state the claim.

E —Evidence: support the point.

E —Explain: show why the evidence matters.

L —Link: return to the main idea.
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PEEL Worked Example

Point: Every class should read outdoors once a week.

Evidence: A calm outdoor setting can help students settle.

Explain: A settled class can focus closely on a shared text.

Link: Therefore, outdoor reading can make one weekly lesson focused and memorable.
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PEEL Label Practice

Read a persuasive paragraph and label each sentence P, E, E or L.

Then ask:

• Does the evidence support the point?

• Does the explanation show why it matters?

• Does the link return to the main idea?
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Meet TEEL

T —Topic sentence: introduce the claim.

E —Evidence: support the claim.

E —Explain: connect evidence to the claim.

L —Link: conclude the paragraph.
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PEEL or TEEL?

Both structures organise persuasive thinking.

PEEL begins with a Point.

TEEL begins with a Topic sentence.

Both use Evidence, Explain and Link.
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Informative Paragraphs

1. Introduce one clear topic.

2. Add accurate facts and explanations.

3. Use key vocabulary and linking phrases.

4. Finish with a concluding sentence.
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Informative Worked Example

Bees help a garden grow. As they visit flowers for nectar, pollen can move between 

blooms. This process helps many plants produce fruit and seeds. Overall, bees are 

important garden helpers.
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Informative Practice

Write one paragraph explaining how bees help a garden.

Plan a clear topic sentence, three connected facts and a conclusion.

Use precise words such as nectar, pollen and bloom.
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Persuasive Paragraphs

State a clear claim.

Give relevant evidence or reasons.

Explain why each reason matters.

Link the reasoning back to the claim.
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Persuasive Worked Example

Every class should enjoy one outdoor reading lesson each week. A calm change of setting can 

make shared reading feel special. This may help students listen closely and discuss the text with 

care. Therefore, outdoor reading is a worthwhile weekly routine.
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Persuasive Practice

Should every class have one outdoor reading lesson each week?

Choose your position.

Plan a PEEL paragraph with a point, evidence, explanation and link.
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Imaginative Paragraphs

Open with a clear event or focus.

Add actions, thoughts and sensory details.

Keep events in a logical order.

Close the moment or lead into what happens next.
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Imaginative Worked Example

A parcel waited on the doorstep, wrapped in silver paper. I lifted it carefully and heard a 

soft ticking inside. The paper felt icy beneath my fingers. Just as I pulled the ribbon, the 

ticking stopped.
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Use Sensory Detail

Help readers picture the moment.

What can the character see, hear, feel, smell or taste?

Choose one or two precise details instead of listing every sense.
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Build Cohesion

Use pronouns to avoid awkward repetition.

Repeat key words when they guide the reader.

Connect ideas with phrases such as for example, as a result, meanwhile and overall.
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Edit Before You Finish

Check that every sentence supports one main idea.

Read for logical order and smooth links.

Fix sentence sense, spelling, capitals and punctuation.

Read aloud once more.
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Well Done!
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Peeling Paragraphs Quiz
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Question 1

True or false:

A topic sentence introduces the paragraph's main idea.
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Answer 1

True.

A strong topic sentence introduces and controls the paragraph's central idea.
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Question 2

Which is the strongest topic sentence for a paragraph about school gardens?

A. Gardens are there.

B. A school garden gives students a practical place to learn.

C. I like green.

D. We went outside yesterday.

PR
EV
IEW



Answer 2

B. A school garden gives students a practical place to learn.

It introduces one focused idea that details can support.
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Question 3

Short answer:

Name two jobs that supporting details can do.
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Answer 3

Supporting details can give facts, examples, evidence, reasons or events.

They can also explain and develop the paragraph's main idea.

PR
EV
IEW



Question 4

Which is the strongest linking sentence for a paragraph about bees?

A. Bees are yellow.

B. I saw a bee.

C. Flowers are pretty.

D. Overall, bees play an important part in helping many garden plants grow.
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Answer 4

D. Overall, bees play an important part in helping many garden plants grow.

It returns to the paragraph's main idea.
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Question 5

True or false:

PEEL and TEEL use the same Evidence, Explain and Link steps.
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Answer 5

True.

PEEL begins with a Point, while TEEL begins with a Topic sentence. The other 

three steps match.
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Question 6

Which detail best supports a claim for weekly outdoor reading?

A. Some chairs are blue.

B. Lunch comes later.

C. A calm change of setting can help students focus on a shared text.

D. The oval has grass.
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Answer 6

C. A calm change of setting can help students focus on a shared text.

It is relevant evidence for the claim.
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Question 7

Short answer:

Give one linking phrase that could conclude an informative paragraph.
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Answer 7

Answers may include:

Overall, As a result, Therefore, In conclusion, or For this reason.
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Question 8

Which imaginative sequence is most logical?

A. Find parcel → hear ticking → untie ribbon

B. Untie ribbon → find parcel → hear ticking

C. Hear ticking → go home → find parcel

D. Open parcel → parcel arrives → see parcel
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Answer 8

A. Find parcel → hear ticking → untie ribbon.

The events move in a clear chronological order.
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Question 9

True or false:

A strong paragraph can jump between unrelated main ideas.
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Answer 9

False.

A strong paragraph develops one central idea. Unrelated ideas belong in 

another paragraph.
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Question 10

Short answer:

List three checks to make when editing a paragraph.

PR
EV
IEW



Answer 10

Possible checks include:

• one clear main idea and logical order

• smooth links and sentence sense

• spelling, capitals and punctuation
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Well Done!
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