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Learning Goal

Learning goal: Paraphrase a passage so its main meaning stays the 

same.

Success looks like this:

• Select the essential ideas.

• Change vocabulary and sentence structure.

• Check that the result is clear, accurate and original.PREVIEW



Why Paraphrase?

Readers paraphrase to explain an idea clearly in their own voice.

Writers paraphrase to connect information to a new purpose or audience.

A strong paraphrase shows understanding —not memory or copying.

The goal is fresh expression with faithful meaning.PREVIEW



Copy, Summarise or Paraphrase?

COPY: repeats the same wording and structure.

SUMMARISE: shortens a text to its central idea.

PARAPHRASE: restates the same meaning in new wording and structure.

A paraphrase may be about the same length as the original.PREVIEW



Four Non-Negotiables

1. SAME MEANING — the core message stays true.

2. IMPORTANT DETAILS —essential facts remain.

3. NEW EXPRESSION —wording and structure change.

4. CLEAR LANGUAGE — the new version is easy to follow.PREVIEW



Five-Step Strategy

READ —understand the whole text.

FIND — identify the main meaning and essential details.

REPLACE —choose precise vocabulary.

RESHAPE — reorder, combine or split ideas.

CHECK —compare both versions for accuracy and originality.PREVIEW



Find the Main Meaning

Ask: What is the author mainly saying?

Underline facts the reader must know.

Notice cause, effect, contrast, sequence and comparison.

Leave out examples only when they are not essential.

A paraphrase cannot be accurate if its meaning map is incomplete.PREVIEW



Replace Words Precisely

Change words only when the replacement keeps the same meaning.

Choose natural phrases, not strange dictionary swaps.

Keep technical terms when replacing them would reduce accuracy.

Example: ‘reduce erosion’ can become ‘limit the loss of soil’.

PREVIEW



Reshape the Structure

Change more than individual words.

• Move a reason before or after its result.

• Combine closely connected short sentences.

• Split a long sentence into clearer parts.

• Begin with a different idea or clause.PREVIEW



Check Before You Finish

MEANING DRIFT: Did any fact change?

MISSING DETAIL: Did an essential idea disappear?

COPYING: Are long phrases still identical?

CLARITY: Can a reader follow the new version easily?

Read both versions once more before you submit.PREVIEW



Fiction Model: Original

Original:

‘Asha paused at the edge of the creek. The stepping stones were slick after the rain, 

so she tested each one with her foot before crossing. ’

Main meaning: Asha crosses carefully because the wet stones may be slippery.

PREVIEW



Fiction Model: Reshape

Think: keep Asha, the creek, the wet stones and her careful testing.

Change: combine the reason with her action and reorder the detail.

Paraphrase:

‘Because rain had made the creek stones slippery, Asha checked every step with her foot 

before moving across.’

Check: same event, same reason, new expression.PREVIEW



Non-Fiction Model: Original

Original:

‘Mangrove roots slow moving water and trap sediment. The sheltered habitat also 

gives young fish a place to feed and hide.’

Main meaning: Mangroves shape coastal water conditions and support young 

fish.PREVIEW



Non-Fiction Model: Clarify

Keep every relationship: roots slow water, sediment is trapped, and young fish gain 

shelter.

Paraphrase:

‘By reducing the speed of coastal water, mangrove roots collect sediment. The 

protected area also provides food and hiding places for young fish.’

No fact is added, removed or distorted.PREVIEW



Clarify Dense Information

Dense sentence:

‘When water vapour cools sufficiently, it condenses into tiny droplets that may gather to 

form clouds. ’

Clear paraphrase:

‘As water vapour cools, it changes into tiny water droplets. Groups of these droplets may 

form clouds. ’

Clarity improves, but the science stays the same.PREVIEW



Diagnose a Weak Paraphrase

Original: ‘Owls use silent flight to approach prey without warning.’

Weak: ‘Owls use quiet flight to approach prey without warning.’

Problem: only one word changed; the structure is copied.

Better: ‘Because their wings make little noise, owls can move close to prey before 

being detected.’PREVIEW



Improve It Step by Step

1. State the main meaning in a short note.

2. Circle details that must remain.

3. Cover the original and explain the idea aloud.

4. Write the idea using a new sentence pattern.

5. Compare both versions and repair any drift.PREVIEW



Choose the Stronger Paraphrase

Original: The school library opened a quiet reading corner beside the windows.

A. The library created a peaceful reading area next to the windows.

B. The school library opened a quiet reading corner beside the windows.

A is stronger: it preserves every idea while changing wording and structure.

B copies the original too closely.PREVIEW



Independent Checklist

Before you finish, ask:

□ Did I preserve the main meaning?

□ Did I keep every important detail?

□ Did I use precise wording in my own voice?

□ Did I reshape the sentence structure?

□ Is my paraphrase clear, accurate and complete?PREVIEW



Well Done!
You can paraphrase

with precision.

PREVIEW
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Question 1: Multiple Choice

What is a paraphrase?

A. A direct copy of every word

B. A shortened version containing only the main idea

C. The same meaning expressed with new wording and structure

D. A personal opinion about a textPREVIEW



Answer 1

Correct answer: C

A paraphrase preserves the original meaning while deliberately changing 

vocabulary and sentence structure.

It is not a copy, a summary or a personal opinion.PREVIEW



Question 2: True or False

True or false?

A strong paraphrase changes the wording and structure while keeping 

the original meaning.

PREVIEW



Answer 2

TRUE

A paraphrase should sound newly expressed, but its ideas and 

important details must stay faithful to the source.

PREVIEW



Question 3: Short Answer

Name two deliberate changes a writer can make when paraphrasing.

Think about both vocabulary and sentence structure.

PREVIEW



Answer 3

Possible answers include:

• replace words or phrases with precise alternatives

• reorder ideas or clauses

• combine short sentences

• split a dense sentence

Any two accurate changes earn full credit.PREVIEW



Question 4: Multiple Choice

Original: The council planted native shrubs beside the creek to reduce soil erosion.

Which is the best paraphrase?

A. Native bushes were planted near the creek by the council to limit soil loss.

B. The council planted native shrubs beside the creek to reduce soil erosion.

C. Plants are useful beside water.

D. The creek caused erosion everywhere.PREVIEW



Answer 4

Correct answer: A

It keeps the council, native plants, creek location and erosion purpose while 

changing both vocabulary and sentence structure.

B copies; C loses details; D changes the meaning.

PREVIEW



Question 5: True or False

True or false?

Changing one word is enough to create a strong paraphrase.
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Answer 5

FALSE

A one- word swap usually leaves the original expression almost untouched.

A strong paraphrase changes wording and reshapes the sentence while 

preserving meaning.PREVIEW



Question 6: Explain the Drift

Original: Mina carried an umbrella because dark clouds suggested rain.

Candidate: Mina carried an umbrella because a storm had already begun.

What meaning drift has occurred?

PREVIEW



Answer 6

The candidate changes possibility into certainty.

Dark clouds only suggested that rain might come, but the new version claims a 

storm had already started.

That added claim is not supported by the original.

PREVIEW



Question 7: Multiple Choice

Original: During migration, some shorebirds travel thousands of kilometres between feeding and breeding areas.

Which is strongest?

A. Some shorebirds migrate very far between places where they feed and reproduce.

B. Shorebirds move.

C. During migration, some shorebirds travel thousands of kilometres between feeding and breeding areas.

D. Every bird crosses an ocean each year.

PREVIEW



Answer 7

Correct answer: A

It retains the birds, long distance and movement between feeding and breeding 

areas.

B is incomplete, C copies, and D invents unsupported facts.

PREVIEW



Question 8: True or False

True or false?

Paraphrasing and summarising are identical because both use fewer 

words.

PREVIEW



Answer 8

FALSE

A summary condenses a text to its central points.

A paraphrase restates the same meaning and important detail in a new form 

and may be a similar length.

PREVIEW



Question 9: Clarify It

Rewrite this dense sentence clearly without losing any fact:

‘Because the insulating layer of blubber slows heat loss, whales can maintain a 

stable body temperature in cold seas.’

PREVIEW



Answer 9

Possible answer:

‘Blubber forms an insulating layer that reduces heat loss. This helps whales keep 

their body temperature stable in cold ocean water.’

The two linked facts remain accurate and clear.

PREVIEW



Question 10: Too Close?

Original: The museum extended its opening hours so more families could visit after work.

Which response copies too closely?

A. To welcome more families after work, the museum stayed open longer.

B. The museum extended its opening hours so more families could visit after work.

C. Longer opening times gave working families more opportunity to visit.

D. By closing later, the museum made evening visits easier for families.

PREVIEW



Answer 10

Correct answer: B

It repeats the original wording and sentence structure exactly.

A, C and D reshape the expression while preserving the purpose and key 

details.PREVIEW



Well Done!
Quiz Complete
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