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Ordinal Numbers to 20
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Learning Goal

We are learning to read, say and use ordinal numbers to 20.
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What Are Ordinal Numbers?

Ordinal numbers tell position in a line or sequence.

They answer: Which one?
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First, Second, Third

The first three ordinal numbers are special.

1st is first, 2nd is second, and 3rd is third.

PR
EV
IEW



Most Ordinals Use th

Many ordinal numbers end with th.

4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th all use th.
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Ordinal Words to 10

Practise saying first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 

eighth, ninth and tenth.
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Ordinal Words to 20

Keep counting positions: eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, 

fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth.
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Count From The Start

Start at the first object.

Count one position at a time.

Stop when you reach the object you need.
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Before And After

A position can come before or after another position.

The 9th object comes before the 10th object.
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Between Positions

A position can be between two other positions.

The 15th position is between 14th and 16th.
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Use Ordinal Language

Tell a partner: who is first, next, last, before, after and between?
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Your Turn

Choose a classroom line or set of objects.

Say the ordinal positions from 1st to 20th.
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Well Done!
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Ordinal Numbers to 20 
Quiz
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Question 1

True or false: 1st means first position.
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Answer 1

True. 1st means first position.
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Question 2

Which word matches 3rd?

A. first

B. second

C. third

D. tenthPR
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Answer 2

C. third
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Question 3

Short answer: Write the ordinal number after 7th.
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Answer 3

8th
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Question 4

Which position is last in a line of 20?

A. 10th

B. 15th

C. 19th

D. 20thPR
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Answer 4

D. 20th

PR
EV
IEW



Question 5

True or false: 12th comes before 11th.
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Answer 5

False. 12th comes after 11th.
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Question 6

Short answer: What ordinal word matches 5th?
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Answer 6

fifth
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Question 7

Which ordinal number is between 14th and 16th?

A. 13th

B. 15th

C. 17th

D. 20thPR
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Answer 7

B. 15th
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Question 8

True or false: Ordinal numbers tell position.

PR
EV
IEW



Answer 8

True. Ordinal numbers tell position.
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Question 9

Short answer: Write the ordinal number before 20th.
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Answer 9

19th
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Question 10

Which sequence is in order?

A. 8th, 10th, 9th

B. 10th, 9th, 8th

C. 8th, 9th, 10th

D. 9th, 8th, 10thPR
EV
IEW



Answer 10

C. 8th, 9th, 10th
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Well Done!
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