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Onset and Rime
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Words Have Sound Parts

We can listen to the parts in a short word.

Today we will split CVC words into onset and rime.
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What Is the Onset?

The onset is the sound before the vowel.

In cat, the onset is c.
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What Is the Rime?

The rime is the vowel and the sounds after it.

In cat, the rime is at.
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Meet the Word cat

c + at = cat

Say the onset: c.

Say the rime: at.

Blend them: cat.
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Build the Word map

m + ap = map

Say each part slowly.

Then blend the parts together.
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Hear the Onset

Listen to the first sound.

cat begins with c.

pen begins with p.

sun begins with s.
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Hear the Rime

Listen from the vowel to the end.

cat ends with at.

pen ends with en.

sun ends with un.
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Find the Missing Onset

_ig becomes pig with p.

_ud becomes mud with m.

_ib becomes bib with b.
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Check the Onsets

p + ig = pig

m + ud = mud

b + ib = bib
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Find the Missing Rime

c + __ becomes cat.

r + __ becomes red.

h + __ becomes hop.
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Check the Rimes

c + at = cat

r + ed = red

h + op = hop
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Word Families

Words in a family share the same rime.

Changing the onset makes a new word.
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The -at Family

c + at = cat

h + at = hat

b + at = bat

The rime stays the same.
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The -en and -ig Families

hen, pen and ten share en.

pig, dig and wig share ig.

PREVIE
W



The -op and -ug Families

hop, mop and top share op.

bug, rug and mug share ug.
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Compare the Words

cat and hat have different onsets.

They share the same rime: at.

That makes them word - family partners.
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Onset and Rime in a Sentence

The cat sat on the mat.

cat = c + at

Listen for other words that share at.
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Review

The onset comes before the vowel.

The rime begins with the vowel.

Blend onset and rime to read a word.
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Well Done!
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Onset and Rime Quiz
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Question 1

True or false: The onset comes before the rime.
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Answer 1

True. The onset is the sound before the vowel.
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Question 2

Which letter is the onset in cat?

A. c

B. a

C. t

D. at
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Answer 2

A. c
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Question 3

Short answer: What is the rime in sun?
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Answer 3

un
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Question 4

Which onset completes _og to make dog?

A. b

B. d

C. h

D. m
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Answer 4

B. d
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Question 5

Short answer: Add the rime to finish h__ and make hat.
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Answer 5

at; h + at = hat.
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Question 6

True or false: cat and map are in the same word family.
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Answer 6

False. cat has the rime at; map has the rime ap.

PREVIE
W



Question 7

Which pair shares the same rime?

A. cat and hat

B. pen and pig

C. mop and mug

D. sun and dog
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Answer 7

A. cat and hat
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Question 8

Short answer: Split pen into onset + rime.
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Answer 8

p + en
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Question 9

Blend the parts: m + op = ?
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Answer 9

mop
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Question 10

Short answer: Name another word in the - ug family.
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Answer 10

Answers may include bug, rug or mug.
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Well Done!
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