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Learning Goal

Identify features that help online readers.

Explain how each feature improves readability.

Choose useful pathways and page formats.

Use evidence when comparing pages.
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What Is an Online Text?

An online text is read on a website or app.

A home page introduces the whole site.

Subpages focus on one section or purpose.

Text includes headlines, subheadings and body text.
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Readability

Readability means finding, selecting and understanding information 

efficiently.

Useful features show what matters, where to go and what to read next.
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Text Hierarchy

HEADLINE — names the main topic.

SUBHEADING — signals a smaller section.

BODY TEXT — explains the details.

Together they create a clear reading hierarchy.
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Navigation Bars

Usually stay in the same place on each page.

Show the site's main sections.

Help readers move without starting again.

Example: HOME | ANIMALS | PROJECTS
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Drop-down Menus

Group related choices under one label.

Keep the navigation bar uncluttered.

Open choices only when readers need them.

Example: ANIMALS ▼ Bees • Birds • Butterflies
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Links and Buttons

LINK — moves to related information.

BUTTON — starts an action.

Links may open details; buttons may submit, play or download.

Read the label before selecting either one.
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Graphics and Captions

Relevant graphics add visual meaning.

Captions explain what an image shows.

Animations, videos, maps and diagrams can show change.

Decorative images do not always aid understanding.
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Layout and Reading Order

Headings show importance.

Spacing separates ideas.

Columns and grouping organise information.

A strong layout guides the reader from headline to detail.
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Home Pages and Subpages

HOME PAGE → broad starting point.

SUBPAGE → focused information within the site.

Readers follow categories from broad to specific.

A useful path matches the reading purpose.
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Features Work Together

A headline identifies the topic.

Navigation shows the sections.

A graphic and caption add meaning.

Layout groups the parts in a sensible order.

The strongest pages make features work together.
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Search, Scan, Select, Check

SEARCH — use clear keywords.

SCAN — read headings and result clues.

SELECT — choose a page that fits your purpose.

CHECK — confirm the source, information and link make sense.
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Online and Print

Online texts

Links • multimedia • live updates

Wide reach • quick publishing

Printed texts

Stable pages • focused reading

No device or connection needed

Choose for purpose, audience and access.
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Try It: Same Topic

Two pages explain the same topic.

Page A has a clear headline, relevant graphic and spaced sections.

Page B is crowded and uses an unrelated image.

Which page helps a reader find three quick facts?

Justify with two features.
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Well Done!
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Online Texts 
Quiz
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Question 1

Which feature usually tells the main topic of a webpage?

A. Headline

B. Footer

C. Cursor

D. Password box
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Answer 1

A. Headline

A headline tells readers the main topic before they read the details.
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Question 2

TRUE OR FALSE

A drop-down menu can group related page choices without showing 

every choice at once.
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Answer 2

True.

A drop-down menu reveals grouped choices only when readers need 

them.
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Question 3

How can a link help a reader understand a topic?
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Answer 3

It can open related or more detailed information that supports 

understanding.
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Question 4

Which feature best helps a reader move from Animals to Ocean Animals?

A. Caption

B. Drop-down menu

C. Paragraph

D. Photograph
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Answer 4

B. Drop-down menu.

It groups narrower choices under a broader section.
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Question 5

TRUE OR FALSE

Every graphic on a webpage improves readability.
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Answer 5

False.

A graphic helps only when it is relevant, clear and connected to the 

information.
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Question 6

Which layout choice most improves readability?

A. Crowded blocks

B. Tiny text

C. Clear headings and spacing

D. Random colours
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Answer 6

C. Clear headings and spacing.

They show reading order and separate ideas.
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Question 7

Name one advantage of an online text and one advantage of a printed 

text.
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Answer 7

Example answer:

Online texts can link to live or multimedia information.

Printed texts are stable and work without a device.
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Question 8

Which item is a navigation feature?

A. Drop-down menu

B. Topic sentence

C. Adjective

D. Full stop
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Answer 8

A. Drop-down menu.
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Question 9

TRUE OR FALSE

A home page can lead readers to more specific subpages.
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Answer 9

True.

A home page is a broad starting point that links to focused subpages.
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Question 10

Choose two online-text features. Explain how each improves readability.
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Answer 10

Suggested response:

A headline identifies the topic.

A navigation bar helps readers move quickly to the needed section.
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Well Done!
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