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Teacher Preparation - Unit Overview

PURPOSE

Learners distinguish a complete spoken or written word from a single letter, 

syllable or arbitrary word piece. They identify whole words in short messages 

and explain how a chosen word contributes meaning.

LEARNING GOALS

• Identify whole words using 

spoken rhythm, print boundaries 

and meaning.

• Explain that letters and word 

parts are not complete words.

• Explain what a chosen word adds 

to a message.

• Apply the idea in a fresh short 

message.

FIXED TEACHING CORPUS

dog • cup • run • red

KEY CONTRAST

A big ant can run.

A small elephant can run.

Word length does not determine 

object size.

EVIDENCE TO COLLECT

Pointing or marking is acceptable. Record the learner's oral explanation 

verbatim when useful. Do not assess spelling beyond taught knowledge.
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Teacher Preparation - Five-Lesson 
Sequence

1  MATCH A WORD TO MEANING

Use dog, cup and run. Learners match the whole word to an object, animal or 

action and say what it means.

2  FIND WORD BOUNDARIES

Contrast dog with d and og; cup with c and cu. Point to spaces and mark 

complete words in a short message.

3  TEST THE WORD- LENGTH MISCONCEPTION

Compare ant and elephant, then big ant and small elephant. Ask what each 

complete word contributes.

4  BUILD A MESSAGE

Combine complete word cards to make and read a short message. Remove 

or replace one word and discuss what changes.

5  EXPLAIN AND TRANSFER

Use the rehearsal pages, then assess two fresh messages. Accept pointing, 

marking, writing, drawing or a clear oral response.
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Teacher Observation Record and Key

LOOK AND LISTEN FOR

□ Finds each complete word rather 

than a letter or piece.

□ Uses spaces, spoken rhythm and 

meaning as evidence.

□ Explains what a chosen word 

contributes.

□ Transfers the idea to a new 

message.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS

• Every letter is a word.

• A syllable is always a whole word.

• More letters mean a bigger 

object.

PROMPTS

Where does the whole word start 

and end? What does that complete 

word add?

QUICK ANSWER KEY

Mat 1: 4; cup; red tells colour.

Mat 2: 4, 4, 5; dog; run; elephant names the animal.

Mat 3: 5; 6; elephant is longer, but length does not set size.

Rehearsal 1: 5; cup names object; red tells colour.

Rehearsal 2: small and big tell size; written length does not set object size.

Assessment: 5 and 6 words; explanations must match each message.

Use the answer pages for exact response placement. Use the rubric to record the next teaching 

step.
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One Word, One Meaning
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Learning Intention

We are learning to recognise a whole word and explain how that word contributes meaning to a 

message.
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Success Criteria

I can point to or mark each whole word.

I can tell why a letter or word part is not the whole word.

I can explain what a chosen word adds to a message.
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Meet Three Whole Words

dog names an animal.

cup names an object.

run names an action.

Each whole word carries meaning.
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A Letter Is Not The Whole Word

The letter d is part of dog.

d is not the whole word dog.

We look from the first letter to the last letter.
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A Word Part Is Not The Whole Word

The piece og is inside dog.

The piece cu is inside cup.

A piece is not the complete word.
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Spaces Show Word Boundaries

A space helps us see where one written word ends and the next begins.

Point to each whole word between the spaces.
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Count The Whole Words

A  dog  can  run.

There are four whole words.

Say and point: A | dog | can | run.
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Words Contribute Meaning

The cup is red.

The word cup names the object.

The word red tells the cup's colour.
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Word Length Can Trick Us

ant is a short written word.

elephant is a long written word.

The number of letters does not tell the object's size.
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Big Ant, Small Elephant

A big ant can run.

A small elephant can run.

big and small carry the size meaning —not the length of ant or elephant.
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Combine Whole Words

Choose complete words, not loose letters or pieces.

A + red + cup + can + roll makes a message.
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Every Word Builds The Message

A tells us one thing is being introduced.

red tells colour. cup names the object.

can helps the action. roll tells the action.
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Different Ways To Show Learning

SUPPORT: Point to words in a model message.

CORE: Mark words and explain one meaning.

EXTEND: Explain two words in a fresh message.
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Check And Repair

Mixed- up idea: elephant means big because the word is long.

Repair: elephant names the animal. A separate word such as big or small tells size.
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Rehearse Your Explanation

Use this frame:

The word ______ contributes ______.

Point, mark, write, draw or answer orally.
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Assessment Ready

Find the whole words in two short messages.

Choose a word from each message and explain what it contributes.

Spelling beyond taught knowledge is not being assessed.
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Well Done!
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One Word, One Meaning 
Quiz

PREVIEW

https://sukindi.com.au/


Question 1

True or false: dog is a whole word in ‘A dog can run.’
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Answer 1

True. dog is a complete word between spaces.
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Question 2

Which is the whole word?

A. d

B. dog

C. og

D. do
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Answer 2

B. dog is the whole word. The other choices are letters or pieces.
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Question 3

How many whole words are in ‘The cup is red.’?

A. 3

B. 4

C. 5

D. 6
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Answer 3

B. 4 words: The | cup | is | red.
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Question 4

What does red contribute in ‘The cup is red.’?

A. the object

B. the action

C. the colour

D. the number
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Answer 4

C. red tells the cup's colour.
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Question 5

Which whole word names an action?

A. cup

B. red

C. run

D. dog
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Answer 5

C. run names an action.
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Question 6

True or false: A longer written word must name a bigger object.
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Answer 6

False. The number of letters does not set an object's size.
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Question 7

Which written word is longer?

A. ant

B. elephant
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Answer 7

B. elephant is the longer written word.
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Question 8

A big ant and a small elephant show that —

A. word length sets object size

B. a word's meaning matters

C. letters are whole words

D. spaces have no job
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Answer 8

B. Meaning matters. big and small tell size; ant and elephant name the animals.
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Question 9

How many whole words are in ‘The small elephant can run.’?

A. 4

B. 5

C. 6

D. 7
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Answer 9

B. 5 words: The | small | elephant | can | run.
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Question 10

What does cup contribute in ‘A big ant has a cup.’?
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Answer 10

cup names the object in the message.
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Question 11

Which choice is only a word part?

A. run

B. dog

C. ru

D. cup
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Answer 11

C. ru is only part of run.
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Question 12

Short answer: In ‘The red dog can run.’ choose one whole word and explain what it contributes.
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Answer 12

Answers vary. Example: red tells the dog's colour, dog names the animal, or run names the action.
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Well Done!
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