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Learning Intention and Success Criteria

Learning intention

• Understand how language can present information objectively or subjectively.

Success criteria

• I can identify language clues and justify my decision.

• I can rewrite a sentence for a different purpose and audience.

• I can create clear objective and subjective examples.
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One Topic, Different Language Choices

Objective: At 10.00 am, the library survey had received 84 responses.

Subjective: I was thrilled that so many people answered our library survey!

Both sentences discuss the same event.

The language choices change the voice, purpose and effect.
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What Is Objective Language?

Objective language presents information without personal feelings or judgement.

It often uses facts that can be checked, measured or supported by evidence.

The wording is usually neutral and precise.

Objective language is useful in reports, explanations and summaries.
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Objective Clues: Facts, Evidence and Neutral Wording

• Facts: dates, times, quantities, names and observable details

• Evidence: measurements, records, survey results and quoted sources

• Neutral wording: calm words that do not praise, blame or exaggerate

Example: The rain gauge recorded 18 millimetres of rain on Saturday.
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Objective Clues: Reporting and Summary Verbs

Reporting verbs tell what information does: records, reports, states and explains.

Summary verbs show a result: indicates, suggests, demonstrates and reveals.

These verbs can connect a claim to evidence.

Example: The survey indicates that 62 per cent of students prefer outdoor seating.
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Worked Objective Example

The sports oval reopened on Monday after workers installed six new lights.

Checkable detail: Monday

Number: six lights

Neutral reporting verb: installed

No personal feeling or judgement is included.
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What Is Subjective Language?

Subjective language shares a viewpoint, feeling, belief or judgement.

It may reveal what a person thinks, values, hopes or wants.

Two people can respond differently to the same topic.

Subjective language is useful in reviews, persuasive writing and personal responses.
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Subjective Clue Families

• Thinking verbs: believe, prefer, suppose, imagine

• Personal pronouns: I, me, my, we, our

• Emotive words: delighted, worried, frustrating

• Evaluative words: excellent, unfair, disappointing

• Modal verbs: should, must, might, could
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Thinking Verbs and Personal Pronouns

Thinking verbs announce a mental response: I believe, we prefer, she feels.

Personal pronouns connect the statement to a speaker or group.

Example: I think our new lunch menu is much better than the old one.

Clues: I + think + better
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Emotive, Evaluative, Descriptive and Modal Language

Emotive words aim to create feeling: joyful, alarming, miserable.

Evaluative words judge quality: brilliant, ordinary, unfair.

Descriptive choices can colour a viewpoint: sparkling or gloomy.

Modal verbs show certainty or obligation: should, must, might, could.
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Worked Subjective Example

In my view, the native garden is the loveliest place in our school.

Personal phrase: In my view

Evaluative word: loveliest

Possessive pronoun: our

The sentence communicates the writer’s judgement.
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Same Topic, Two Voices

Objective: The community science centre has three galleries and opens at 9.00 am.

Subjective: The community science centre is an absolutely amazing place to explore!

Ask: Which details can be checked? Which words reveal judgement or emotion?

The topic stays the same, but the effect changes.
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Audience and Purpose

A science report usually needs objective language so readers can trust the evidence.

A review may use subjective language to share a personal response.

An advertisement often uses subjective language to persuade an audience.

Strong writers choose language deliberately for the reader and purpose.

PREVIEW



Opinions in Disguise

Promotional claims can sound factual while still expressing judgement.

Claim: Our brilliant centre is the most exciting place in town.

Clues: brilliant and most exciting cannot be proved without agreed evidence.

Objective rewrite: The centre has three galleries and opens from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm.
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Guided Practice: Classify Each Sentence

1. The lunch survey included 96 student responses.

2. I believe the vegetable wraps are the tastiest choice.

3. The oval measures 110 metres from end to end.

4. Our school should build a wonderful reading garden.

Decide: objective or subjective? Name the strongest clue.
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Guided Practice Answers

1. Objective — number and neutral reporting detail

2. Subjective — I believe and tastiest

3. Objective — measurable distance

4. Subjective — our, should and wonderful

A strong justification names the exact word or evidence clue.
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Rewrite Subjective Wording as an Objective Report

Subjective: Our spectacular weekend market was unbelievably crowded.

Remove judgement and add checkable evidence.

Objective rewrite: The weekend market recorded 1,240 visitors between 9.00 am and 1.00 pm.

Notice how the evidence replaces spectacular and unbelievably.
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Rewrite Objective Wording as a Subjective Response

Objective: The new path is 240 metres long and includes four seats.

Add a viewpoint, feeling or judgement.

Subjective rewrite: I am delighted that our long new path has four comfortable places to rest.

The factual topic remains, but the voice becomes personal.
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Independent Quick Check

A. Write one objective sentence about your classroom using a checkable fact.

B. Rewrite it subjectively using a clear viewpoint or feeling.

C. Underline the clue words in both sentences.

D. Explain which version would suit a report and which would suit a review.
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Review Checklist

I can identify objective and subjective language.

I can point to exact facts, evidence, pronouns, verbs or evaluative words.

I can explain how language affects the reader.

I can rewrite a sentence for a different audience and purpose.

I can create accurate examples of both language types.
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Well Done!
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Objective and Subjective 
Language Quiz
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Question 1 — True or False?

The rain gauge recorded 18 millimetres of rain on Saturday.

This sentence uses objective language.

True or false? Explain the strongest clue.
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Answer 1

True.

The measurement 18 millimetres is checkable evidence.

The wording reports the result without personal judgement.
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Question 2 — Multiple Choice

Which sentence is subjective?

A. The school play ran for 64 minutes.

B. The audience bought 92 tickets.

C. I thought the costumes were spectacular.

D. The play began at 6.30 pm.
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Answer 2

C. I thought the costumes were spectacular.

I thought reveals a personal viewpoint.

Spectacular is an evaluative word that praises the costumes.
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Question 3 — Short Answer

Name two features that can make a sentence objective.

Write the features and explain how they help the reader.

PREVIEW



Answer 3

Possible features include:

• checkable facts, dates, quantities or measurements

• evidence from records, surveys or observations

• neutral wording and reporting or summary verbs

Any two accurate features with an explanation are acceptable.
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Question 4 — Multiple Choice

Which word is a thinking verb?

A. recorded

B. believed

C. measured

D. counted
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Answer 4

B. believed

Believed names a thought or viewpoint.

The other verbs can report observable or measurable actions.
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Question 5 — True or False?

I think our lunch menu is much better than the old one.

This sentence is subjective.

True or false? Name two clues.
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Answer 5

True.

I and our are personal pronouns.

Think is a thinking verb, and better is an evaluative word.
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Question 6 — Multiple Choice

Which is the most objective rewrite of ‘Our brilliant science centre is the most exciting place in town’?

A. Everyone adores the wonderful centre.

B. The centre has three galleries and opens from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm.

C. You must visit the amazing centre.

D. I believe the centre is perfect.
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Answer 6

B. The centre has three galleries and opens from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm.

It replaces praise with checkable details and neutral wording.
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Question 7 — Short Answer

Rewrite this objective sentence subjectively:

The library added 120 books in May.

Include a clear viewpoint, feeling or judgement.
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Answer 7

Sample response:

I am delighted that our library added so many exciting books in May.

Delighted, our and exciting create a personal, evaluative voice.

Other accurate subjective rewrites are acceptable.
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Question 8 — Multiple Choice

Which word is a summary or reporting verb?

A. gleamed

B. loved

C. indicated

D. beautiful

PREVIEW



Answer 8

C. indicated

Indicated can connect a conclusion to evidence.

Example: The survey indicated that most students preferred outdoor seating.
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Question 9 — True or False?

Our oval should become a wonderful community park.

This sentence is objective.

True or false? Explain.
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Answer 9

False. It is subjective.

Should expresses a recommendation or obligation.

Our is personal, and wonderful is evaluative.
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Question 10 — Short Answer

In my view, the new garden is the loveliest space at school.

Name one clue that makes this sentence subjective and explain why.
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Answer 10

Possible clues:

• In my view directly signals a personal opinion.

• Loveliest is an evaluative judgement that depends on the speaker.

Either clue with a clear explanation is correct.
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Well Done!
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