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Nursery Rhymes
Retell, Sequence and Comprehend
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Our Learning Focus

Today we will:

• listen for beat and rhyme

• name characters and important events

• put events in order

• retell and perform a nursery rhyme
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What Is a Nursery Rhyme?

A nursery rhyme is a short poem or song shared across generations.

It often has:

• a steady beat

• rhyming words

• repeated lines

• memorable characters and events
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Listen for the Beat

Tap your knees as you say a familiar rhyme.

Can you keep the beat steady?

A beat is the pulse we can clap, tap, march or stomp.
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Listen for Rhyming Words

Rhyming words sound the same at the end.

wall / fall

hill / Jill

glee / tea

Say each pair. What sound do you hear?
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Meet the Characters

Characters are the people, animals or make-believe figures in a rhyme.

Ask: Who is in this rhyme?

Humpty Dumpty, Jack, Jill and Incy Wincy Spider are characters.
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Notice the Important Events

Events are the important things that happen.

Ask:

• What happened?

• What changed?

• Which events must we remember?
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Beginning, Middle and End

BEGINNING — we meet the characters and the story starts.

MIDDLE — important events happen.

END — the rhyme finishes.

These parts help us retell clearly.
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Sequence Humpty Dumpty

1. Humpty sits on the wall.

2. Humpty falls.

3. Humpty is broken on the ground.

4. The helpers arrive.

Say the events in order.
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Use Order Words

FIRST — tell the beginning.

NEXT — tell the next event.

THEN — add another event.

FINALLY — tell the ending.
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Sequence Incy Wincy Spider

First, Incy climbs the water spout.

Next, the rain comes down.

Then, the water washes Incy out.

Finally, the sun dries the spout and Incy climbs again.
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Pictures Help Us Remember

Look closely at each picture.

Notice:

• the character

• the action

• the place

• what changed

Use those clues to remember the event.
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Compare Two Nursery Rhymes

Jack and Jill: two children, a hill, a pail and a fall.

Baa, Baa, Black Sheep: a sheep, wool and people who receive it.

Both rhymes have characters, events, rhythm and rhyme.
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Repetition Helps Us Join In

Repeated words and phrases make a rhyme easier to remember and join in with.

Listen for a part that happens again.

Echo it with the same beat.
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Perform the Rhyme

VOICE — speak clearly and change your expression.

FACE — show how a character feels.

MOVEMENT — use safe actions.

BEAT — clap, tap, march or stomp steadily.
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Partner Retell Routine

Partner A retells the rhyme.

Partner B listens for:

• characters

• important events

• correct order

• a clear voice

Then swap roles.
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Review

I can:

✓ name characters

✓ retell important events

✓ use first, next, then and finally

✓ hear rhyme and keep a beat

✓ perform clearly
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Well Done!
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Nursery Rhymes

Retell, Sequencing and Comprehension Quiz
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Question 1

Which part tells what happens first?

A. The beginning

B. The middle

C. The title

D. The beat
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Answer 1

The beginning

The beginning tells what happens first.
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Question 2

TRUE OR FALSE?

A nursery rhyme can have a steady beat.
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Answer 2

True

A steady beat can help us join in.
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Question 3

SHORT ANSWER

Name the main character in Humpty Dumpty.
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Answer 3

Humpty Dumpty
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Question 4

What comes after the rain in Incy Wincy Spider?

A. A snowstorm

B. The sunshine

C. A farm

D. A clock
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Answer 4

The sunshine

The sun dries the water spout.

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview

Alex
Preview



Question 5

TRUE OR FALSE?

The ending tells how the story begins.
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Answer 5

False

The beginning tells how the story starts.
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Question 6

SHORT ANSWER

Which two words rhyme: wall, sun, fall?
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Answer 6

wall and fall
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Question 7

Which word helps us retell events in order?

A. blue

B. next

C. loud

D. sheep
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Answer 7

next

Order words help a listener follow the events.
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Question 8

TRUE OR FALSE?

Pictures can help us remember events.
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Answer 8

True

Pictures give clues about characters, actions and places.
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Question 9

SHORT ANSWER

Name one way to show a rhyme's beat.
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Answer 9

You could clap, tap, march or stomp.
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Question 10

What belongs in a clear retell?

A. Only the title

B. Random details

C. Characters, important events and the right order

D. A new ending
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Answer 10

Characters, important events and the right order
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Well Done!
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